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Advaniji has been one of the 
figures in the political lands 
India in the last forty years. | do not 
anyone else in public life who has use 
new mode of communication—t 
as effectively as he has. His blogs re 
the wide range of his interests. Ir 
volume the reader will find succinct: 
on current events, of course, and e 
more on our history; on institutional 
reforms; on reforming our electoral syster 
on sports; on films; on cleansing public | 
life—from retrieving money stashed | 
abroad, to reducing the scale andinfluence 
of black money. 


—Arun Shourie 
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l have known Advani the man, the 
politician, the administrator, the voracious 
reader and the erudite scholar. With his 
journalistic background and wide 
knowledge, he has been writing excellent 
blogs which contain a wealth of information 
and anecdotes. He has the unique ability of 
writing short blogs on current issues with 
quotations from different sources which 
admirably projects matters in the right 
perspective. His journalistic background, 
his long political innings and very wide 
knowledge derived from extensive reading, 
make his blogs interesting reading. They 
cover contemporary issues in an admirable 
and convincing manner. These blogs are 
not only of much relevance today but will be 
of great use to research scholars in the 
future for a better understanding of our 

t times. 
inii —Lt. Gen. (Retd.) S.K. Sinha 
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The Soft-Spoken Guide 
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Tes Advaniji has been one of the principal figures in the political 
landscape of India in the last forty years is well known: along with 
Atalji, he has been one of the unique pair that guided the erstwhile 
Jana Sangh; and along with Atalji, he founded the Bharatiya Janata Party. 
The two founded it. They steered it. They took it far beyond the 
boundaries within which its predecessor had been held back in the 
past. They won others over. They ran a first-rate Government through it. 

But Advaniji’s contribution has not been limited to the merely 
political. He has been an equally influential presence in our country’s 
public discourse. When the history of our times is written, his 
contributions to public life will, of course, figure prominently. I have 
always felt that one contribution of his will find an even higher place— 
and that is the great course-correction he brought about in our public 
and political discourse. It is Advaniji, more than any other public figure, 
who wrenched the country out of the grip of pseudo-secularism. That 
form of “secularism” had become nothing but a cover for sowing fear 
in the minds of sections of our people—Muslims, in particular—and 
then presenting oneself as their only available saviour. To declare 
oneself to be “secular”, in fact even to have others—the media, for 
instance—group one among the “secular”, it was enough to dub others 
“communal”. Advaniji’s leadership of the Ram Janma Bhoomi 
Movement, his rath yatra from Somnath to Ayodhya, compelled the 
country to re-examine what was passing off as “secularism”. This has 
been one of the most important corrections in our public discourse, 
and, therefore, in our public life. The other one has been to look again 
at what was being passed off as “socialism”, with its web of controls 
and governmental patronage. In correcting the balance in that also, 
Advaniji has played an important role. 

This facet of the many contributions of Advaniji—that is, his 
contribution to rebalancing public discourse —figures most in my mind 
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in part because my first acquaintance with him was through his 
writings. His book, The People Betrayed remains to this day one of the 
important accounts of what happened in the closing days of the Janata 
Party Government, an account as clinical as it is lucid. Later, when I 
was working in the Indian Express, I got a chance to contact him directly 
from time to time. When some big issue would erupt, we would invite 
contributions from leaders of different political parties. When I would 
request Advaniji to send an article setting out his views on an issue, he 
would only ask, “By when? How many words?” His manuscript would 
be waiting for me before I reached office that day. The length would be 
exactly right. The thinking behind the article absolutely clear. And, 
unlike the contributions of many others, there would be no hedging 
around or dodging the issue. And the writing would be flawless—I do 
not remember even the punctilious editor we had those days ever 
changing a word of what Advaniji had written. 

All those traits are manifest in his writing today—persons much 
younger to him have but to glance at a page written in his hand, and 
envy swells up! His hand writing remains strong, his expression lucid. 
These traits must derive from clear thinking, of course. They also derive 
from his extremely austere living. Anyone who has had the good fortune 
to be at a table with him is bound to become even more envious than 
one who has seen a page written in his hand! He hardly eats. I remember 
a gentleman associated with the BJP in Calcutta once describe to mea 
day he had spent on the road with Advaniji. They had started early in 
the morning from way up in north Bengal. They journeyed the whole 
day. The heat had been intense. The humidity, suffocating. Every few 
miles, they would stop, and Advaniji would give a speech to the crowd 
that had assembled. At one stop, Advaniji saw a vendor selling bananas. 
He asked for one. Persons accompanying him ate more—and not just 
bananas. And the journey resumed. My acquaintance was exhausted. 
Well into the afternoon, he suggested to Advaniji that they stop for 
ee “Lunch?” Advaniji asked. “Lunch to ho gaya—mainey kela khaa 

iya tha.” 

Among the other things we ought to learn from him is his unfailing 
courtesy. Many austere men are a bit gruff, and quite self-righteous. By 
contrast, in spite of the high office he has Occupied, in spite of his 
prominence, Advaniji remains soft-spoken, and invariably gracious. 
Some in the public may have been led to think of him as someone who 
just lays down the law. My complaint has been the opposite. He is too 
democratic! He is too trusting! He is too patient! He suffers Not just 
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fools, he suffers knaves. He really suffers, but in silence. In a word, just 
the opposite of what some may have pictured him to be. How I have 
wished at times that he would put his foot down, that he would trust 
less! 

His memory is unmatched. His reading wide as can be. His mind 
youthful, and curious. Hence, his fascination with things new, with 
new technology. I do not know anyone else in public life who has used 
a new mode of communication—the blog—as effectively as he has. 
People look forward to his latest blog— many with expectation, some 
with manifest apprehension, the mark of an influential man. Every 
sentence he writes is scrutinized —often meanings have been read into 
what he has written which would have surprised even him! It is 
precisely because he never uses a harsh word that even an elliptical 
allusion by him has such impact. 

The blogs also reflect the wide range of his interests. In this volume 
as in its predecessor, the reader will find succinct writing on current 
events, of course, and even more on our history, including the history 
behind current events; on institutional reforms—from the method of 
appointing judges to the proper conduct of Prime Ministers—in 
particular, on reforming our electoral system, an aspect of our public 
life to which Advaniji has devoted deep reflection; on sports; on films; 
on cleansing public life—from retrieving money stashed abroad, to 
reducing the scale and influence of black money. On each of these, 
Advaniji offers not censure as much as far-sight—about what must be 
done. And invariably, and characteristically there is large heartedness — 
reflected in warm praise for good work done by others. 

Every reader going through these blogs will wish that Advaniji 
will continue to guide our public life and discourse for many, many 
years to come. 


— Arun Shourie 
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Foreword 


hri L.K. Advani and I have had a very different background. 

Although we were both educated in an English Missionary School, 
he in Karachi and I in Patna at about the same time, he has a very long 
political background and I having served for forty years in the Army, 
have had a totally apolitical background. 

During the Emergency he was in jail in Bangalore and I was the 
Chief of Military Intelligence in Delhi. That is when I had an indirect 
interaction with him. He had written a booklet while in jail called A 
Tale of Two Emergencies. This booklet came to my notice because it 
compared Hitler's Emergency of the Thirties with Indira Gandhi's 
Emergency of the Seventies and was found in a military unit. An 
important point made by him in that booklet was of much significance 
for the Army. He wrote that had the German Generals stood up to Hitler 
against the Emergency imposed by him, humanity would have been 
spared the catastrophe of the Second World War. This had implications 
for Indian Generals during the Emergency in our country. I was much 
impressed by the cogent arguments in the booklet but for obvious 
reasons I had to ensure that this booklet did not get circulated in the 
Army. I had to take preventive action on that account. He became a 
Cabinet Minister in the Janta Government which came to power in 
1977. As Adjutant General of the Army, I had occasion to meet him on 
a few official occasions. However, it was only after I resigned from the 
Army in 1983 that my close interaction with him began. He was one of 
the signatories of a resolution moved in the Parliament by Chaudhry 
Charan Singh former Prime Minister and Jagjivan Ram former Defence 
Minister, against my supersession for appointment as Army Chief. I 
quit the Army without making an issue of my supersession, saying 
that I accept the decision of the Government and I wish success to 
General AS Vaidya who superseded me. I added that he is a friend of 
mine and a competent General. 
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After I left the Army I was invited by Advani to join the BJP but I 
declined saying that I wanted to remain apolitical. I also told him that 
Chaudhry Charan Singh and Chandra Shekhar had invited me to join 
their party and I had declined for the same reason. Atal Behari Vajpayee 
put it nicely when he told me that I may not join Rajniti but I should 
take interest in Rashtraniti. I have been followed his advice. On the 
personal level I have been having cordial relations with both Vajpayee 
and Advani. 

During the last thirty years, I have been interacting with Advani 
closely. I also had the opportunity to work with him when I was 
Governor of Assam and later of Jammu and Kashmir. He was the 
Deputy Prime Minister and Home Minister. Thus, Ihave known Advani 
the man, the politician, the administrator, the voracious reader and the 
erudite scholar. I have a high personal regard for him. With his 
journalistic background and wide knowledge, he has been writing 
excellent blogs which contain a wealth of information and anecdotes. 
No leader in the country has had as long a political background as 
him. He has the unique ability of writing short blogs on current issues 
with quotations from different sources which admirably projects 
matters in the right perspective His journalistic background, his long 
political innings and very wide knowledge derived from extensive 
reading, make his blogs convincing and interesting reading. 

Both Advani and I are of the same vintage, I being a couple of 
years older. Whereas he has adapted himself to modern technical 
developments so well, I have been finding it difficult to do so. I recall 
that in 2009, he invited me to inaugurate his party website. Introducing 
me on that occasion, he was indulgent to say that even though I was 
not a member of his party, I was well suited to inaugurate its website. 
While doing so, he mentioned that Jaya Prakash Narayan was not a 
member of his party. Yet on his invitation, he addressed a meeting of 
Jan Sangh, the predecessor of BJP. I confess I was embarrassed not only 
because of my name being mentioned in the same breath as that of the 
greatest Indians of recent times but also because I knew so little about 
website. At that time I had not even learnt how to work ona computer 
which I was trying to learn from my grand children. Even today I can 
just about work on sending and receiving messages on the Internet 
and have rudimentary knowledge to use mobile phones. On the other 
hand Advani has enthusiastically embraced all modern communication 
technology from the early simple Casio-digital diary to i-pod, i-pad 
and i-phone. I still do not know anything about the much talked about 
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facebook and twitter. As for blogs I know little other than I can read it 
on the internet. Advani is a superb blogger and has been writing more 
blogs than anyone I know of. 

From the beginning, he put my name in the distribution list of his 
blogs. Thus I have been reading every blog that he has so far written. 
There are all interesting, informative and educative. They cover 
contemporary issues in an admirable and convincing manner. These 
blogs are not only of much relevance today but will be of great use to 
research scholars in the future for a better understanding of our present 
times. I may also mention that I had read each of the blogs in this book 
earlier. While writing this Foreword I read each again and found them 
as captivating and readable as on the first occasion. 

This book is a compilation of 82 blogs written in two years and the 
earlier compilation had 83 blogs covering a period of a little over two 
years. It is amazing how despite his very busy schedule as a pro active 
political leader, he has found time to write 165 blogs in four years. This 
speaks volumes for his energy and ability to find time to do so in spite 
of his very busy schedule and various other commitments. No wonder 
he is regarded as the biggest blogger in our country. 


—Lt. Gen. (Retd.) S.K. Sinha 
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First Indo-Pak War, 1947: — 


Ls week Kolkata observed the 110th Birth Anniversary of Dr. Syama 
Prasad Mookerji. 

Addressing a packed auditorium of invitees to the Kolkatta 
University Institute, General S.K. Sinha, former Governor, Jammu and 
Kashmir State, recalled how shortly after independence India had to 
confront a very difficult situation in the State. In October 1947, Pakistan 
organized a clandestine invasion of the State by a force composed of 
Pathan tribesmen, ex-servicemen and soldiers ‘on leave’. 

This precipitated the first Indo-Pak War after the two countries 
became independent. This was a really strange war. A very bright 
Foreign Service Officer Chandrashekhar Dasgupta who has served as 
India’s Ambassador to China from 1993-96 has written an excellent book 
on this Kashmir invasion titled War and Diplomacy in Kashmir, 1947-48 
in which he describes this war as “unique in the annals of modern 
warfare”. 

“It was a war”, he writes, “in which both the opposing armies 
were led by nationals of a third country. British generals commanded 
the armies of the newly independent states of India and Pakistan. In 
India, moreover, the Defence Committee of the Cabinet was chaired 
by Lord Mountbatten, not Prime Minister Nehru. Thus the course 
and outcome of the Indo-Pakistan conflict cannot be explained simply 
in terms of the political objectives and military capabilities of the 
antagonists. A crucial determinant was the role of the British officers 
at the helm of the two armies and, in the case of India, the British 
Governor-General, Lord Mountbatten”. 
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Three top British Generals were serving in the Indian Army after 
August 1947. All of them got connected with the operation in Kashmir - 
Lockhart as Army Chief from 15 August 1947 to 31 December 1947, 
Boucher as Army Chief from 1 January 1948 to 14 January 1949, and 
Russell as Army Commander from August 1947 to 19 January 1948 when 
he was succeeded by Cariappa. 

Throughout the period that Russell was Army Commander, S.K. 
Sinha, as Major, was General Staff Officer Operations. 

Of the above three British officers, Lockhart proved disloyal to 
India, and had to be removed. Dudley Russell, in contrast, was very 
loyal. Maharaja Hari Singh acceded to India on the afternoon of 26 
October 1947. Russell told Sinha that there being an embargo on British 
officers serving either India or Pakistan from entering the Kashmir 
theatre. Major Sinha as the only Indian officer in the region would have 
to conduct the operations. 

For the airlift of troops from Delhi to Srinagar, Sinha was told on 
the first day that only six Dakotas would be available. From the 
following day fifty civilian Dakotas of private airlines - mostly with 
European pilots — would be available. The airlift would have to be 
completed in fifteen days as Srinagar airfield would become unusable 
after that because of snowfall. 

Inhis Kolkata speech, Gen. Sinha said that it was nothing less than 
a miracle to do as many as 800 Dakotas sorties at such a short notice. 

Lord Mountbatten has recorded: “In my long experience of war I 
have not come across another such massive airlift carried out so 
successfully.” 

As a serving officer in the army at the time of independence, Gen. 
Sinha was able to explain to me very clearly how disparate the situation 
was in the Army at that time as between British officers and Indian 
officers. Indian officers, he told me, lacked the seniority and professional 
experience of the British officers. 

The highest rank held by Indian officers was of Brigadier. There 
were six officers in the rank of Brigadier including Cariappa on 14 
August 1947. Among these six, there was only one Muslim officer, Akbar 
Khan. As for officers in lower ranks, Sinha said, we were about thirty 
to forty in the rank of Colonel and Lt. Colonel. 

Gen. Sinha said: On the first day when we landed at Srinagar we 
were only 300 strong, and the enemy indulging in rapine and plunder 
in Baramulla about 1000 strong. 

By November 7, Gen. Sinha said, India’s strength had increased 
substantially. So we were able to win a decisive victory. Baramulla was 
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liberated and we advanced sixty miles to Uri where the valley ends 
and a gorge along the Jhelum starts to Muzaffarabad. 

At this point, Gen. Sinha told the Kolkata gathering, we received 
orders to ceasefire and to halt the advance to Muzaffarabad. Our British 
Commander Russell was surprised by the orders. He felt we were losing 
a golden opportunity. He was of the view that the Indian forces should 
advance to Muzaffarabad and seal the border by securing the two 
bridges at Kohala and Domel. Sealing the entry points into Kashmir, 
he opined, would also relieve the pressure on the besieged forces in 
Poonch. Russell, however, was overruled. The senior British officers in 
Delhi as also Lord Mountbatten, we gathered, did not want the Indian 
Army to get directly involved in fighting the Pakistan Army, which 
this advance to the border would certainly entail. It was argued that 
hitherto the confrontation was mainly with the tribal raiders. The 
argument did not have much merit. Everyone knew that Pakistani 
soldiers dressed in civilian clothes were in action along with the 
tribesmen, and all were functioning under direct command of the 
Pakistani army General, Akbar Khan. 


Tailpiece 

Let not the Congress Party try to find scapegoats for the latest Mumbai 
outrage. The common man must be feeling amazed to read the Maharashtra 
Chief Minister blaming the blasts on the NCP just because the Home Portfolio 
in the State is with the Party. 

The Union Home Minister himself has absolved R.R. Patil of blame when 
he asserted that there had been no intelligence failure, which meant that the 
local police set up was not at fault. 

But is it not surprising that in case of the spectrum scam, even though 
three Ministers, all belonging to the same alliance partner, have had to be 
removed and later jailed, the DMK is being fondly protected by New Delhi on 
the plea of coalition dharma. 

So far as the Mumbai killings are concerned, you can blame neither the 
Chief Minister nor the Home Minister of the State. It is New Delhi that is 
squarely responsible. 

Both the P.M. and the Congress President must realise that unless GOI’s 
terror policy changes radically, such incidents will continue to recur. 


17 July, 2011 
Oo 


' 
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Depolluting Ganga, Depolluting Public Life 


ROP SRE NEARTAN gd OAE EEA OE 


Gom Chidananda Saraswati of Parmarth Niketan, Rishikesh, is one 
of those spiritual leaders whom I hold in high esteem. His ashram 
on the banks of the Ganga is truly a haven of peace, tranquility and 
divinity. I have gone there with my family several times. The evening 
Ganga Aarti on the ghat, when Swamiji chants mantras and sings 
bhajans along with children from his gurukul, has always been an 
ennobling experience for me. It has also become a major attraction for 
pilgrims coming to Hardwar and Rishikesh. 

I am always amazed by the passion and perseverance with which 
Swamiji pursues new ideas that can be useful in addressing entrenched 
problems facing India. Yesterday, when he visited our home, he 
explained to me his two newest and inter-related initiatives: Mission 
Solar to make India, ‘Solar India’; and Mission Ganga to restore the 
Holy Ganga to its pristine purity. He had just returned from a long trip 
to America and Europe, where he had intensive interactions with 
scientists and entrepreneurs working in the area of renewable energy, 
with special focus on solar energy. He said that revolutionary 
breakthroughs in solar energy research, such as the far more efficient 
Concentrated Photovoltaic (CPV) technology, were in the offing. These 
could lead to a significant increase in the generation capacity of solar 
power plants along with a major reduction in cost. He said that many 
of these scientists and entrepreneurs are of Indian origin and they are 
keen that India should take the lead in aggressively pursuing Green 
Energy options by using the latest technological breakthroughs. 

One of these Indian-origin scientists is Darshan Goswami, who 
works with the US Department of Energy. The presentation by him, 
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which Swamiji showed me, bears an appealing title - ‘Renewable 
Energy Solutions for India: A Strategic Development Plan’. Describing 
the Sun as a “Goldmine of green energy”, it proposes that India can 
meet 100% of its future energy needs by 2050 using non-polluting 
renewable Energy solutions. 

Swamiji praised the Gujarat Government's encouragement of solar 
energy and wanted all our states to take up this work on a mission 
mode. 

But what left a far deeper imprint on my mind was how Swamiji 
contextualized the strategic plan of making India ‘Solar India’ in an 
initiative of even greater strategic value — depolluting the Holy Ganga 
(and, simulateneously, other sacred rivers in India), transforming the 
socio-economic life of nearly 50 crore people living in states in what is 
called the ‘Gangetic Belt’, and bringing about a comprehensive cultural 
transformation in all of India. This is how he explained his vision. 

Ganga is the holiest of holy rivers in India. This has been so since 
time immemorial. Nevertheless, she is languishing in such polluted 
state that people hesitate to bathe in her waters even in Kashi. This is 
caused by reckless and ill-planned industrialization and urbanization, 
made worse by the lack of even elementary civic facilities in the towns 
and villages along the Ganga. In the upper reaches of the river, hydro- 
electric projects have caused considerable damage to the Ganga and its 
natural ecology, leading to drying up of long stretches of the river-bed 
and depriving the nearby villagers of their main source of water. 

Swamiji argued fervently that, by adopting a strategic plan for the 
development of solar power in India, our country could reduce, and 
ultimately eliminate, dependence on big hydropower projects (which 
are harming our rivers), thermal power projects (which cause 
unacceptable carbon emissions harming the planet's climate) and also 
onimported fossil fuel (which is a huge drain on our national economy). 
The beneficial results of the ‘Solar India’ plan will not manifest 
overnight, but our country must make a ‘sankalp’ to embark on this 
plan right now and implement it with missionary zeal. 

Swamiji continued: “The solar power mission is only a part of the 
larger mission to depollute the Ganga. Today most people do not realize 
that nearly a million people living along the banks of the Ganga die 
each year due illnesses caused by its polluted water. A few dozen people 
dying in bomb blasts in India becomes big news worldwide, and rightly 
so. But the tragic deaths of many people, who are dependent on the 
Ganga, goes unnoticed even in India. We must change this. We must 
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use technology to depollute the river. And, indeed, so many 
breakthroughs are happening in solid waste management and water 
purification and recycling. Alongside, we must launch a mission, which 
I call the 3-T Mission — toilet in every home, tap in every home bringing 
clean water, and tree-plantation on a massive scale in every village 
and town. Millions of Indians abroad would be inspired if India takes 
up this comprehensive Ganga Mission. They would even be willing to 
make generous contribution to this project.” 

Swamiji described an ambitious project being developed in 
America to build a mega-portal on the Ganga, which would harness 
the power of the Internet to connect every potential donor in India or 
abroad to choose a village or town, make a donation for the 3-T 
campaign, and monitor its implementation online. “In this manner, it’ll 
be possible to emotionally and spiritually connect every Indian to the 
Ganga Mission.” 

What Swamiji said next touched me deeply. “Every Hindu in India 
wants to offer Ganga Jal to his near and dear ones in the last moments 
of their earthly life. My dream is to see that when people take Ganga 
Jal, they take water that is not only holy but also pure.” 

This prompted me to share with Swamiji my own first and 
unforgettable experience of what River Ganga has always meant to 
Indians, even those living far away from it, such as my family that 
lived in Sindh. When Partition forced us to leave Sindh and migrate to 
this side of India in 1947, my father decided to settle near Kandla in 
Kutch, where a new township for Sindhis was being built. But my 80- 
year-old grandmother said to my father: “I am not going to live for 
many more years. My wish is to spend my last years in Varanasi by the 
side of the Holy Ganga. You may settle in Kutch after I pass away.” My 
father lived in Varanasi for four years, and shifted to Adipur in Kutch 
later. 

I narrated to Swamiji another experience showing the unbreakable 
bond between the Ganga and ‘Civilisational Indians’ abroad. Last year, 
I went with my family to Indonesia and were staying in a resort in Bali. 
The driver who diove our buggy, like many others in Bali, was a Hindu. 
The only thing about India that he was interested in was the Ganga. 

“How far is the Ganga from Delhi?” “How can one go there?” Seeing 
his transparently intense Ganga bhakti, I commented to my daughter 
Pratibha: “We had been to Gangotri a few months back and from there 
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we had brought some gangajal for these devotees here. How happy 
they would have felt!” 
K k k 

As a person who has been in public life for more than six decades, 
and as someone who has been advocating shuchita (probity) in politics, 
I believe that the mission to depollute the Ganga has an urgent and 
important lesson for the entire political class in India. The political life 
in today’s India is afflicted with so much corruption and immorality 
that, depolluting politics should be regarded as an integral part of the 
Ganga Mission that Swamiji has envisioned. 


14 August, 2011 
(m 
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Ee week's papers have been full of reports about Gujarat Chief 

Minister Narendra Modi picked up from the U.S. Congressional 
Research Service. 

The 94-page CRS report titled India: Domestic Issues, Strategic 
Dynamics, and U.S. Relations has observed, “Perhaps India’s best example 
of effective governance and impressive development is found in 
Gujarat, where controversial Chief Minister Narendra Modi has 
streamlined economic processes, removing red tape and curtailing 
corruption in ways that have made the state a key driver of national 
economic growth”. 

Modi has overseen heavy investment in modern roads and power 
infrastructure, and annual growth of more than 11 per cent in recent 
years, the CRS report noted. Gujarat, the U.S. Congress Report added, 
has attracted major international investors such as General Motors and 
Mitsubishi. 

The report says that Gujarat which has only 5 percent of India’s 
population, now accounts for more than one fifth of India’s total exports. 

An on-line newspaper Firstpost.com with its editorial staff mainly 
in India has this interesting report from its New York correspondent 
Uttara Choudhury: 

New York: During a recent conference at the Indian consulate in New 

York, a State Department big shot suddenly found himself speaking 

admuiringly — not gushingly, but with unambiguous approbation all the 

same — about Gujarat chief minister Narendra Modi. 
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It was astonishing because the same US State Department had 
concluded that Modi encouraged or at least countenanced the anti-Muslim 
violence in Gujarat in 2002 through instructions to police to stand down. 
In 2005, the US government refused to allow Modi a visa on these grounds. 

It made Modi furious that the US was passing judgment on him. He 
even cranked up his state information department to print a 47-page 
booklet, titled, “US Refusal of Visa to Shri Narendra Modi: India Stands 
United.” 

American lawmakers and the state department is being primed for 
the return of the BJP to power in New Delhi. AFP 

Now, American lawmakers and the State Department are 
being primed for the return of the BJP to power in New Delhi, 
with Modi at the helm as prime minister, following what US 
analysts say is a “precipitous” decline in the Congress Party’s 
fortunes due to a string of corruption scandals. 

“Although still in some disorder in 2011, there are signs that 
the BJP has made changes necessary to be a formidable challenger 
in scheduled 2014 polls. These include a more effective branding of 
the party as one focused on development and good governance 
rather than emotive, Hindutva-related issues,” says the report by 
the US Congressional Research Service, an independent research wing of 
the US Congress. 

If Modi becomes Prime Minister, the travel ban will naturally be 
forgotten. “We can’t block a head of state from attending, say, the annual 
session of the United Nations general assembly. “If Modi becomes India’s 
prime minister, we will have to put out the red carpet for him,” a US 
diplomat in Washington told Firstpost. 

Despite the bad blood over Modi's US visa, American companies 
have a strong love affair with the business-friendly state. US investors 
describe Gujarat’s civil service as a disciplined force that approves land 
purchases and environmental permits quickly. 

Modi on Wednesday tweeted his delight at the surprisingly generous 
praise for him in the Congressional report; “Another recognition for six 
crore Gujaratis. US report hails Gujarat’s effective governance. Jay Jay 
Garvi Guj! (Hail, Hail Gujarat).” 

Consul-General Peter Haas led a US delegation to Gujarat last week 
where he said American companies would continue to invest in the state’s 
dominant cement, petrol, agriculture and technology sectors. The Modi 
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government is hoping to attract $20 billion in foreign investments to 
develop a center for biotechnology, software development and light 
manufacturing in coming years in Dholera, a port south of the capital of 
Ahmedabad. Modi even plans to build a new international airport nearby.” 


Tailpiece 

Two years back in July 2009, when U.S. Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton met me I raised this question of Narendra Modi’s visa with her 
by telling her: “I haven't been able to understand how and why your 
government has announced that Narendra Modi has been refused a 
visa, when Modi has not even applied for one?” 

Mrs. Clinton, evidently surprised at my question looked at the half 
a dozen officials accompanying her, and asked: “Is this true?” 

One of the officials replied that it was true, and added: “a senator 
had written to government making this enquiry about Narendra Modi's 
probable visit, and the official reply saying that a visa would be denied 
had been publicized.” 

I had pointed out to the Secretary of State that it was unfair and 


improper to give such a reply without even a request being made, and 
then to publicise it. 


16 September, 2011 
oO 
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Whistle-blowers must be hailed, not Jailed 
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n August 2005, the Rashtrapati set up the second Administrative 
Reforms Commission headed by Shri Veerappa Moily “to prepare a 
detailed blueprint for revamping the public administration system.” 

The Fourth Report of the Commission is titled “Ethics in 
Governance”. The Preface of this report carries this quotation of 
Mahatma Gandhi at the top: 

As human beings, our greatness lies not so much in being able to 

remake the world — that is the myth of the atomic age — as in being 

able to remake ourselves. 

The Preface opens with this paragraph: 

The Mahatma’s vision of a strong and prosperous India — Purna 

Swaraj — can never become a reality if we do not address the issues 

of the stranglehold of corruption on our polity, economy and society 

in general. 

The report goes on to describe the crucial role played by ‘whistle- 
blowers’ in exposing corruption and why therefore legislation against 
corruption must include laws to protect whistle-blowers. The report 
says: 
Public servants who work in a department/agency know the 
antecedents and activities of others in their organization. They are, 
however, often unwilling to share the information for fear of 
reprisal. 

If adequate statutory protection is granted, there is every 
likelihood that the government would be able to get substantial 


information about corruption. 
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The term ‘whistle-blowing’ itself is a relatively recent addition 
to our lexicon. In the United States, in the post-Watergate era, after 
the trials and tribulations of Daniel Ellsberg, the man who ‘blew 
the whistle’ on the so-called “Pentagon papers”, whistle blowing 
has not only been protected by statute, but is also encouraged as 
an ethical duty on the part of the citizens. 

Laws providing such protection exist in the UK, USA, Australia 
and New Zealand. 

The Law Commission in its 179th Report has proposed a Public 
Interest Disclosure (Protection of Informers) Bill, which provides 
protection to whistle-blowers. This ARC report goes on to cite the tragic 
examples of two Indians who while performing this ethical duty of 
exposing corruption had to pay for it with their lives. 

The report says: “Manjunath Shanmugam working with Indian 
Oil Corporation (IOC) was a graduate of the Indian Institute of 
Management, Lucknow. He refused bribes and ignored threats to his 
life in his fight against adulteration by the petrol pump owners. He 
paid the price. He was shot dead on 19th November, 2005, allegedly at 
the behest of corrupt petrol pump owners.” 

“Satyendra Dubey, working with the National Highways Authority 
of India (NHAI) exposed the rampant corruption in construction of 
roads. He was also found dead on 27th November, 2003”. 

Kk OK 

I have quoted all this above because I hold that in the political 
history of Independent India, the Cash for Votes Scandal has been the 
most shameful. 

It has been a black spot not only for the UPA Government; it has 
besmirched Indian democracy as well. 

And the three MPs who exposed the government's dark deed have 
rendered a signal service to democracy. The official ARC report has 
emphasized that this kind of whistle blowing merits not only statutory 
protection but is an ethical act as well. Statutory protection may be 
necessary for government employees. But for Members of Parliament 
ethical conduct is a justification by itself. 

When on September 6 evening I heard that two of the three MPs 
who had acted as whistle-blowers had been sent to jail, I did feel 
extremely upset. It made me say in the House on the last day of the 
session: “I knew that they intended to place the entire bribe money on 
the Table of the House. If I felt that they were doing anything wrong, 
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as Leader of the Party I would have stopped them. If, however, 
government thinks that what they have done is wrong and so has put 
them behind bars I would like to tell the Treasury Benches, I am even 
more guilty because I did not restrain them. Send me also to Tihar.” 

The three MPs who made history in 2008 by laying bare this scam 
were Kulaste, a Tribal; Bhagora and Argal, both Scheduled Caste. 
Obviously, those who approached them with cash presumed that these 
MPs would be vulnerable. Argal is a sitting Member and so his case 
has been referred by the Speaker to the Attorney General. 


17 September, 2011 
m| 
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t the valedictory session of the BJP National Executive in New 

Delhi last weekend, I referred to the Prime Minister’s comment 
about the opposition becoming impatient to see the UPA Government's 
ouster in order to have an early poll. I said that in the country today, 
not only in the media, but also among the people, opinion is unanimous 
that the UPA. Government is in an unenviable mess. This fact is also 
widely recognised that the mess is of the Congress's own making. I 
described the UPA Government as being ‘in a suicidal mode’. 

I can never forget the six-seven months period just before the 
formation of the BJP in April 1980. Before that we were part of the 
Janata Party. At that time I had said publicly about my own party that 
we are in a suicidal mood. 

In one of the pieces I wrote those days I had referred to a 
Scandinavian rodent-like animal known as lemming. Ordinarily, I had 
written, only human beings are known to commit suicide. But lemmings 
are unique creatures. 

Without rhyme or reason, large numbers of lemmings start 
marching towards the sea. Some swim and survive. Most die. These 
mass suicides of lemmings have long intrigued biologists. I wrote then 
that the Janata party seems to be “in the grips of a lemmings complex.” 
One can say the same thing about the UPA Government today. 

K k k 

In December 2001, the Law Commission of India published its 179th 
Report strongly recommending enactment of laws to provide protection 
to whistle blowers who expose corruption. 
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The 113-page report opens with a letter addressed to the then Law 
Minister, Arun Jaitley by the Commission Chairman, Justice B.P. Jeevan 
Reddy, in which he quotes Prime Minister Vajpayee affirming that the 
country’s attitude to corruption should be of “zero tolerance”. The 
Report has a couple of chapters describing in detail the kind of statutory 
protection given to Whistle Blowers in UK, USA, Australia and New 
Zealand. 

On the basis of this Law Commission Report, the Manmohan 
Singh’s Cabinet approved a Bill which protects Whistle Blowers and 
which in 2010 was formally introduced in the Lok Sabha by Personnel 
Minister, Prithviraj Chauhan. Presently, this Bill is being considered 
by a Standing Committee of Parliament. 

The Bill has not become law as yet. But the Cabinet having 
approved of it, government should feel committed to its core principle. 

Last week, accompanied by Arun Jaitley I visited the Tihar Jail to 
meet Sudheendra Kulkarni, a close associate of mine for many years, 
and two former Lok Sabha colleagues Kulaste and Bhagora who 
together had rendered a signal service to democracy by blowing the 
whistle to expose how in 2008 crores were given as bribes to Lok Sabha 
MPs to cross vote in favour of the Congress, and enable UPA-2 to win 
a vote of confidence even after the Left Front had parted company with 
them. The Left Front had quit the UPA because of its opposition to the 
Indo-US nuclear deed. Along with Ashok Argal, the third BJP MP who 
was approached by the UPA, the three were offered 3 crores each, and 
paid 1 crore in advance. 

The Hindu published a Wikileaks report showing that the 
Manmohan Government not only indulged in massive bribery to buy 
MPs to its side, but had no shame flaunting its dirty plans before U.S. 
Embassy officials only to reassure them that the UPA Government was 
not going to fall, and that the Indo-U.S. Nuclear deal will go through. 

It is indeed shocking to find that the ruling party these days is 
exerting its utmost to protect corrupt ministers but has no qualms 
putting whistle blowers behind bars. 

KOK k 

An organization which surveys the level of corruption in various 
countries of the world, computes a Corruption Perception Index for 
each country and publishes a comprehensive list every year is the 
TRANSPARENCY INTERNATIONAL. 

The CORRUPTION PERCEPTION INDEX assigns scores to 
countries on a scale of zero to ten, with zero indicating very high levels 
of corruption, and ten showing very low levels. 
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The list published for 2010 shows India’s score as 3.3, and out of 
178 countries is ranked at a lowly 87th. 

Three countries - Denmark, Singapore and New Zealand — have 
scored 9.3 and thus tied for first place in 2010's List of 178 countries. 

While Pakistan scoring 2.3, is 143" in the List. Afghanistan, Burma 
and Somalia are the last three in ranking — 176, 177 and 178. 


Tailpiece 

On September 30, the Congress President foisted a 2G Truce on 
the two senior-most ministers of the Union Government. That night 
when I switched on the TV I saw Salman Khurshid virtually jumping 
with joy shouting “All IZ WELL”, the punchline of a recent popular 
movie. Of the mediamen present on the spot, one told me later: from 
the media persons a voice was heard asking: “Salman Saheb, can you 
name the THREE IDIOTS?” 


3 October, 2011 
m| 
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a Hard Power, Soft Power, Smart Power 


t was in the last quarter of 2011 that I undertook my Jan Chetna Yatra. 
I discontinued for a while, therefore, blogging. In this first quarter 
of the year 2012, I am resuming my blogs. It would be in place to recall 
that my shifting from Rajasthan, where I spent my first post-partition 
decade, to Delhi took place after the Second General Election of 1957. 

It was in this election that Shri Vajpayee had been first elected to 
the Lok Sabha. 

Party General Secretary and our chief party ideologue, Pandit 
Deendayal Upadhyaya wanted me to set up the party’s parliamentary 
office and assist the small group of MPs the party had. Since then I 
have been closely associated with the party’s parliamentary wing. The 
association continues till today. 

Looking back at the year just ended I issued a statement 
complimenting the party’s new President Nitin Gadkari under whose 
leadership the party had become “considerably stronger and more 
vibrant.” 

So far as the two Houses of Parliament are concerned, public 
opinion has been unanimous that both our party leaders Sushma Swaraj 
and Arun Jaitley have always made outstanding contributions to the 
deliberations of Parliament. The party is justifiably proud of them, who 
are Leaders of Opposition in the two Houses. 

It is not only their individual performance in the House that evokes 
admiration, and raises the level of debate, but also their management 
of the parties which makes the BJP a really formidable opposition in 
Parliament. 

Since Jana Sangh days, during the Session period, all party MPs 
from both Houses meet religiously every Tuesday, and discuss what 
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has transpired in the earlier week, and what is likely to come up during 
the current week. BJP MPs tell me that Congress MPs privately envy 
how BJP members have easy access to their leaders and how at these 
weekly meetings, have no difficulty raising issues unhesitatingly. 

It was during my incarceration in the Bangalore Central Prison 
during the 1975-77 Emergency that I read Alvin Toffler’s Future Shock, 
and became an admirer of the author. Later I read his Third Wave and 
Powershift. Powershift is an engrossing book which focuses attention on 
three major sources of power: the army, wealth and knowledge and 
traces the history of how power has been shifting from one to the other, 
and how in the present era, knowledge societies have come to wield 
exceptional influence. 

Last week a friend from New York presented me the latest book 
on the same subject by a scholar who has specialised on how power 
has evolved in the modern world. This book, titled The Future of Power 
is authored by Joseph S. Nye, Jr., a former Dean at the Kennedy School 
of Government at Harvard University. 

In the era of Kennedy and Khrushchev, Nye writes, power 
resources were measured in terms of nuclear missiles, industrial 
capacity, and number of men under arms and tanks lined up ready to 
cross the plains of Eastern Europe. But the global information age of 
the twenty-first century is quickly rendering these traditional marks of 
power obsolete, remapping power relationships. 

The book is said to be “a new power narrative that considers the 
shifts, innovations, bold technologies, and new relationships that will 
define the twenty-first century.” 

The book uses three epithets repeatedly to qualify power: hard 
power, soft power and smart power. 

Inhis preface to the book the author quotes Secretary of the Defense 
Robert Gates urging U.S. Government to commit more money to ‘soft 
power tools’, including diplomacy, economic assistance and 
communications. U.S. military spending, he pointed out, was more than 
$ 36 trillion. Joseph Nye has coined the phrase ‘smart power’ to describe 
a nation’s capacity “to combine hard and soft power into effective 
strategies in varying contexts.” 

An interesting example cited by the author in the context of 
Pakistan going nuclear runs as follows: 

“In the mid-1970s, France agreed to sell Pakistan a nuclear 

reprocessing plant that could extract plutonium, a material that 

could be used either for civilian purposes or for bombs. Concerned 
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about the spread of nuclear weapons, the Ford administration tried 
to stop the plant by buying off Pakistan with high-performance 
aircraft, but Pakistan refused the deal. Both the Ford and Carter 
administrations tried to prevail upon France to cancel the sale, but 
the French refused on the grounds that it was a legitimate sale for 
civilian purposes only. 

Nothing seemed to work until June 1977, when I (the author) 
was in-charge of Jimmy Carter’s non-proliferation policy and was 
allowed to present French officials with new evidence that Pakistan 
was preparing a nuclear weapon. A top French official looked me 
in the eye and told me that if this were true, France would have to 
find a way to cancel the completion of the plant. Subsequently, he 
was as good as his word, and the plant was not completed.’ 

“How did the United States accomplish this major objective? 
No threats were issued. No payments were made. No carrots were 
dangled or sticks brandished. French behavior changed because 
of persuasion and trust. I was there and saw it happen. This hardly 
fits the usual model of power that is prevalent in most editorials 
or in recent foreign policy books that do not consider persuasion a 
form of power because it is essentially an intellectual or emotional 
process”. 


Tailpiece 


A major event of 2011 was Washington’s remarkable success in 


locating the perpetrator of 9/11, Osama Bin Laden in Abbottabad, 
Pakistan, and eliminating him. 


A retired Indian Foreign Service Official gifted me on this New 


Year a book titled Seal Target Geronimo by Chuck Pfarrer I look forward 
with interest to reading this ‘inside story’ of that episode. Meanwhile, 
I have seen reports on the Internet quoting U.S. Special Operations 
describing this book as ‘a fabrication’! 


3 January, 2012 
(m 
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P.M. Misses An Opportunity 


| Eas days back the Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh released a 
commemorative postage stamp in honour of Puran Chandra Gupta, 
founder of Dainik Jagaran, a leading Hindi daily of the country. The 
occasion: January 2, 2012 was the late journalist's birth centenary. 

Asserting that freedom of the press was a must for the growth of 
Indian democracy, the P.M. asked media organizations to devise a 
mechanism to promote objectivity and curb sensationalism. “In my 
opinion”, Dr. Manmohan Singh said, “there is a general consensus in 
our country that no outside control should be imposed on the media.” 

The Prime Minister also launched on the occasion 
a biography of Puran Chandra Gupta. 

This biography recounts how Puran Chandra was 
jailed for resisting the Emergency. When on June 26, 
1975 Prime Minister Mrs. Indira Gandhi announced 
promulgation of the Emergency and imposition of 
censorship on the press, no paper was allowed to 
publish any news about the arrest of leaders, or where 
they had been imprisoned. 

In the book released by Dr. Manmohan Singh last 
week, I saw a reproduction of the front page of Jagaran, 
June 27, 1975. The banner headline was: Rashtriya Aapat 
Sthiti Ghoshit, Sabhi Vipakshi Neta Band. Photographs of eight opposition 
leaders — Charan Singh, A.B. Vajpayee, Jaya Prakash Narain, Morarji 
Desai, L.K. Advani, Piloo Mody, Raj Narain and Chandra Shekhar were 


shown alongside this front page report. Also shown was a blank 
editorial column with the caption “A New Democracy?” 


Puran Chandra 
Gupta 
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To the best of my recollection, no other paper was able to publish 
a news report of this kind and have it circulated among readers. 

I do not know if the P.M. had occasion to glance through this book, 
or if any one had mentioned to him that the Jagaran editors were arrested 
because they had opposed the Emergency firmly. If he had been briefed 
about all this, he would have done a signal service to democracy if he 
had referred to the facts in his laudatory references to the Jagaran 
founder. By omitting to do so, he has really missed an opportunity to 
distance himself from the worst assault inflicted on press freedom in 
the history of independent India! 

ok OK k ; 

The Shah Commission which was set up by the Morarji Bhai 
Government to probe the excesses committed during the Emergency 
mentions that quotations from Gita and from Gandhi were disallowed, 
and excised by the censors. 

The Shah Commission examined V.C. Shukla, Information & 
Broadcasting Minister, during the Emergency. The Commission Report 
says on page 38 of Interim Report: 

“Shri Shukla said that the reasons why quotations were disallowed 

were that these quotations which were made with reference to the 

British Raj were now taken out of context, would create 

misunderstandings and therefore they should be avoided. 

Newspapers were not even allowed to keep the editorial columns 
blank. According to Shri Shukla, if the editorial space was left blank 
this signified protest and according to the policy of the government it 
was not proposed to allow any protest to be signified in that manner. 
He further clarified that space kept blank in a newspaper was a protest 
against the emergency. Therefore, it was unlawful and therefore, the 
government was entitled to say that it should not be left blank. Both 
Shri Raj Mohan Gandhi and Shri Nikhil Chakravarty felt that 
government's objection to editors leaving space blank in the newspapers 
was because they wanted to give an impression that there was no 
censorship in the country.” 


Tailpiece 

Going through the Shah Commission Report, I find that Puran 
Chand Gupta who was also Chairman of the Board of Directors of the 
PTI appeared before the Commission and gave scathing testimony 
against government's harassment of the media during the Emergency. 
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P.C. Gupta alleged that pressure was put on PTI and UNI who 
were running their agencies independently of the Samachar News 
Agency launched by the Government of India. This was done 

— by cutting off teleprinter lines, 

— by non-payment of All India Radio dues, 

— by adverse publicity given in the press regarding their allegedly 

outstanding dues. 

The commission has recorded the Information & Broadcasting 
Minister’s candid explanation thus: 

“Shri V.C. Shukla admitted that from the time Cabinet directed 

him to try ‘other methods’ on December 13, 1975 to the time they 

bore fruit on January 24, 1976, the agencies were compelled, 
induced or, persuaded by so-called ‘other methods’ to join in the 
scheme of merger (with Samachar).” 


5 January, 2012 
Oo 
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Hez kudos to R.K. Mehra, his son Kapish Mehra and Rupa 
Publications for having published their 11-volume set of 
Encyclopedia of Hinduism, which Indrajit Hazra, the reviewer of these 
volumes has described in the Hindustan Times as “a startlingly good 
treasure trunk for any one interested in the history of ideas to dip into.” 

Hazra quotes R.K. Mehra telling him that he considers the 
Encyclopedia to be “the most important publication of his career.” The 
H.T. has displayed the review prominently under the bold heading: 
“Hinduism is an Intellectual System, not a Religion”. 

The above caption is a telling remark picked from the comments 
made by Dr. Kapil Kapoor, a former Jawaharlal Nehru University 
professor who as Editor-in-Chief of the series, has been editing, collating 
and proof-reading each entry in these volumes. 

The former JNU pro-Vice Chancellor and professor of English who 
also taught comparative linguistics at the University has observed: 
“Hinduism has no sacred text. It is also deeply and widely 
interpretative.” 

The inspiration for the Encyclopedia of Hinduism came about 
following a Sahasra Shivalinga Abhishekam at the Hindu-Jain Temple in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, USA, in 1987. The idea was conceived by 
Swami Chidanand Saraswati, President of Parmarth Niketan Ashram, 
Rishikesh (Uttarakhand). Several revered spiritual leaders attended this 
Abhishekam, including Swamiji‘s Gurudev, Swami Dharmanandji. 

On November 21, 1987, the India Heritage Research Foundation 
was formed with Swami Chidanand as Chairman, and Sadhvi Bhagwati 
Saraswati as Secretary to execute this idea of preparing an authoritative, 
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comprehensive and up-to-date Encyclopedia of Hinduism. Swamiji 
selected Dr. Sheshagiri Rao, a renowned and respected Professor at 
the University of Virginia, as Chief Editor of the Encyclopedia. 

Between 1987 and 1992 Swamiji and Dr. Rao traveled around the 
globe meeting eminent scholars of Hinduism and Indic studies. An 
international team of hundreds of scholars was established. 

The initial board of editors and associate editors were selected in 
1989 by Dr. K.L. Seshagiri Rao, Chief Editor and Dr. Vidya Niwas 
Mishra, Editor-in-Chief, India. Regional directors du ring various stages 
added more scholars as necessary. A team of four executive editors in 
the USA and Canada - Dr. Subhash Kak, Dr. V.V. Raman, Dr. Rama Rao 
Pappu and Dr. T.S. Rukmani-— served diligently reviewing, editing and 
even rewriting articles where necessary. 

In 1998, Honorable Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Prime Minister of India 
at the time, graced an event held in New York by IHRF. Shri Vajpayee 
spoke effusively in praise of the undertaking, saying, “Your undertaking 
is rightly called the ‘Project of the Third Millennium.’ This is a monumental 
undertaking. It is indeed a Jnana Yajna. Hence, all those who have offered their 
time, talent and scholarship as ahuti for the success of this yajna deserve our 
heartist applause and felicitations.” 

In early 2006, Dr. Kapil Kapoor, Professor of English and 
Concurrent Professor of Sanskrit Studies who had just retired as Rector, 
Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi took over as Editor-in-Chief. 

In a brilliant 44-page scholarly Foreword by Dr. Karan Singh to 
the first Volume the opening paragraph says: 

“The religion that has come to be known as Hinduism is certainly 

the oldest and most varied of all the great religions of the world. 

The word ‘Hinduism’ itself is a geographical term based upon the 

Sanskrit name for the great river that runs across the northern 

boundaries of India, known as the Sindhu. For those living on the 

other side of this river, the entire region to the south-east of the 

Sindhu, which the Greeks called the Indus, came to be known as 
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of scholarship, organization and devotion have gone into the 
preparation of what will be a landmark in the history of Hindu 
research. While there are many excellent books on various aspects 
and texts of Hinduism, and also some attempts at a wider 
presentation, nothing of the dimensions of this Encyclopedia has 
ever been attempted before. This will surely become an essential 
acquisition not only by libraries and universities around the world, 
but also for individual Hindus who are interested in owning this 
magnificent set of books. 

The editors, contributors and publishers have all earned great 
spiritual merit by producing this Encyclopedia. It is my sincere hope 
that it will lead to a better understanding of the great Hindu 
religion, not only among Hindus themselves but among all those 
who are interested in the study of religions and the Interfaith 
Movement.” 

Indrajit Hazra opens his piece (H.T. January 14, 2012) with his 
conversation with R.K. Mehra, Chairman, Rupa Publications Group, 
“over a fabulous spread of homemade vegetarian food.” While Hazra 
was hardly able to conceal his reservations about the venture, Rajan 
Mehra sought to impress upon him about the kind of uncompromising 
“Professionalism” that had gone into the production of this giant 
compendium. 

A self-confessed “non-practising Hindu atheist”, Hazra seems to 
have shed all his initial cynicism after interacting with Dr. Kapil Kapoor 
who told him “Even most Brahmin scholars don’t know about most of 
the matters that they pass off as Hindu. Like nuclear science, Hinduism 
is essentially a system of knowledge and this encyclopedia attempts to 
explain various elements for both the scholar as well as the student of 
ideas.” 

Hazra writes in this review: 

“The proof of the pudding, of course, is in the eating. So it is to the 

encyclopedia that I, a non-practising Hindu atheist, go to. The 

format is straightforward and along the lines of Encyclopedia 

Britannica. Starting from ‘Abadhita-Jnana’ in Volume 1 (“non- 

contradictable knowledge...”) to ‘Zoroaster’ (Zarathustra) (the 

founder of Zoroastrianism...) ten volumes later, the entries are 

crisp, provide background and foreground, and come with a 

bibliography (the entry on Abadhita-Jnana includes JF Staal’s 1961 


book, Advaita and Neoplatonism). 
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The production is excellent, as is the quality of images that 
are scattered across the volumes. With entries that include the 
‘Dhammapada’ (the main text of Theravada Buddhism), the ‘Chipko 
Movement’ (the organized environmental movement to resist the 
destruction of forests in India), as well as the ‘Saura Mandala’ (Solar 
System), clearly, this is an encyclopedia that doesn’t define 
‘Hinduism’ in any narrow, proselytizing way.” 


Tailpiece 

For all lovers of democracy in India today, 18th of January, is a 
date which cannot be forgotten. It marked the beginning of the end of 
the darkest chapter in the history of Indian democracy. 

On this day in 1977, the then Prime Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi 
decided to hold the Lok Sabha elections which were due to be held in 
1976, but which by virtue of the Emergency, had been deferred. My Jail 
Diary published under the title A Prisoner’s Scrapbook records: 

“It is around 1.30 in the afternoon when the Bangalore Jail 

Superintendent comes to my room and says that a wireless message 

has arrived from New Delhi revoking my detention order (I had 

been arrested 17 months earlier, on June 26, 1975).” 

Just before leaving jail I was handed a heap of letters not 
delivered to me earlier. There were about 600 letters mostly from 
abroad. Quite a few of them were Christmas or New Year Greeting 
Cards. But there was a line or two inscribed on each. 

Here is a sample — a Christmas Card from one Laurie Hendricks 
from Amsterdam in Holland. She wrote: “Freedom and hope don’t 
go hand in hand. They can steal your freedom but can’t take your 
hope”. 

Yes, they stole the freedom of 600 millions, but they just could 
not destroy their hope! 

In the elections held in March 1977, the people of India asserted 
themselves, and restored Democracy, which had come under eclipse 
for nineteen months. 


18 January, 2012 
Oo 
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An Unforgettable Anniversary 


SS SS TE a a ai ND 


ANETTA TT EIN 


E week I was in Chennai along with Narendra Modi to participate 
in Tamil magazine Tughlak’s anniversary function. And what a 
function it was! Few other journals can draw such large crowds. If 
Tughlak is a household name in Chennai, Cho Ramaswami also is a 
name well known and well respected among intellectuals all over the 
country. 

In Cho, we find perfect harmony between Tamil pride and 
unflinching Indian nationalism. 

Tughlak was launched more than four decades back on Pongal Day. 
So this year’s 14th January was Tughlak’s 42nd Annual Day. 

I cannot think of any other journalist who has employed the power 
of humour and sarcasm to convey serious thoughts so effectively as 
Cho has always done, both through his writings as well when he speaks. 

At this programme, for instance, where he spoke before Narendra 
Bhai and I did, his nearly forty minutes long speech in Tamil kept the 
three thousand strong audience in the auditorium roaring with laughter 
all the while. Sitting beside me in the front row was Gurumurthy who 
took the trouble to translate Cho to me practically, sentence by sentence, 
and I could see very clearly why the listeners were rollicking over the 
chief host's unsparing barbs. 

A distinguished guest who seldom misses Cho’s functions is famous 
film star Rajnikant. He was present here last week also. 

I started my speech with Pongal greetings for the audience. I went 
on to say that in most parts of the country, the festival is called Makar 
Sankranti. It’s however Bihu in Assam, Uttarayan in Gujarat and Lohri 
in Punjab. In Sind, my place of birth, it was known as Uttaran. There 
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was a saying in Sindhi: “Uttaran utiryo, adh siyaro kutiryo” (with the 
arrival of uttaran, half the winter is over). 

In Gujarat, kite-flying is very popular at the time of Uttarayan. 
Kite-flying during Makar Sankranti is indeed a treat to watch in Gujarat. 
Narendrabhai has enhanced the attraction of this event by launching 
the International Kite Festival in the State. 

People in Lahore and in other parts of Pakistani Punjab also indulge 
in kite-flying with an enthusiasm which often borders on frenzy. 

Some religious fanatics in Pakistan have been campaigning for a 
ban on kite-flying, saying that it is an un-Islamic cultural heritage from 
Pakistan’s Hindu past. But this campaign has made no impact on the 
common people. 

Addressing the journalists present I said: as a journalist myself I 
am acutely conscious of the metaphorical meaning associated with ‘kite- 
flying’ in the English language. After seeing Narendra Modi and me 
together at Cho’s function in a State ruled by Dr. Jayalalitha, before any 
one starts flying imaginary kites, I myself would like to affirm that we 
regard Dr. Jayalalitha as our natural ally. 

Although AIADMK is not formally a part of the National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA), our informal cooperation with Dr. 
Jayalalitha’s party and, especially floor coordination with the party in 
both the Houses of Parliament has been growing. 

Referring to my 40-day Jan Chetna Yatra, I publicly thanked Dr. 
Jayalalitha, her party colleagues, and her government for helping avert 
the serious bomb threat to the yatra when it was passing through the 
Madurai region. In the same context, I expressed my happiness that at 
the concluding rally of the yatra in Delhi, the AIADMK had deputed 
its seniormost leader in Parliament Shri Thambidurai to attend. 

Since the days of Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya, who was an 
outstanding socio-political philosopher and the principal ideologue of 
our party, we have always emphasized the need for strong states. 

Making states strong does not lead to making the Centre weak. 
We need a strong Centre, but the Centre cannot become strong unless 
the states become strong. 

As we all know, the National Development Council (NDC) is a 
forum where New Delhi consults State Governments as equal partners. 
At the recent meeting of the NDC, Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, Dr. 
Jayalalitha said: “I am not sure the Government of India recognizes the 


states as partners, leave alone equal partners, and respects their 
viewpoint.” 
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The same high-handed and authoritarian approach was also seen 
when it sought to impose its own version of the Lokpal and Lokayukta 
Bill on States. This was stoutly opposed by the BJP, our allies in the 
NDA and also by the AIADMK. 

Indeed, even the Trinamool Congress, which continues to be a part 
of the UPA Government — we do not know for how long! - opposed the 
Congress version of this Bill on the same ground as the rest of the 
opposition, namely that it encroached upon the powers of the state 
governments. 

Ultimately, the Bill didn’t go through. The whole country watched 
in utter dismay the midnight mockery of Parliament when the debate 
on the Bill in the Rajya Sabha ended without a vote. My colleague in 
the Rajya Sabha, Arun Jaitley, who is the Leader of the Opposition in 
the Rajya Sabha, coined a memorable phrase when he described the 
Congress Government's behaviour that night as ‘FREEDOM AT 
MIDNIGHT’! 

The moot point is that the Congress Party has learnt no lesson from 
the past. It still deludes itself by thinking that it alone has the right to 
govern India. 

All those who believe in democracy and healthy Centre-State 
relations must come together to defeat this arrogant mindset. 


22 January, 2012 
Oo 
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In Respect of Corruption Scandals, 
UPA/’s Record is Unbeatable 


a RN A ET BEE SS 


n their coverage of news, most dailies with multiple editions are 
becoming regional newspapers. The Hindu of Chennai is one paper 
about which my impression is that important developments in any 
region of the country are seldom missed. Its coverage is thus truly 
nation-wide. 

I remember when before independence, I first saw this paper, it 
seemed to me a unique daily, whose page-one carried no news, only 
advertisements. Banner headlines used to be taboo even on inside pages. 

A colleague drew my attention to the fact that lately page one of 
Hindustan Times is becoming similar. But while the Hindu ads of yore 
were single column, more like classified ads, H.T. ads these days are 
massive, and so big revenue-earners. Last Saturday (February 4, 2012) 
for instance, both page 1 and page 2 carried advertisements of 7 UP, 
Real Lemon Juice and 7 UP, Natural Lemon Flavour (reproduced here 
along with this blog). 

However, the context in which I am writing this particular blog is 
a two column news items I saw in this same issue on page one. This 
news item has been described as ‘ADVERTISEMENT’, and carries the 
caption split up into 5 lines, thus: 

First Victory 
Down Under: 
India Beat Aus 
by 8 wickets 
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When at Lucknow the next day the media asked me my reaction 
to the verdict of the CBI Trial Court on Swami's case I said if even after 
dozens of ignominious defeats in U.K. and Australia in Test Matches 
and One Dayers, the Cricket Control Board can feel so ecstatic about 2 
single T-20 victory as to put out the news as PAID NEWS, why cannot 
the Government of India emulate the Cricket Board by using the front 
page of Hindustan Times to highlight as Advertisement the remarkable 
relief Palaniappan Chidambaram has received from a court, coming as 
it does after an avalanche of judicial reprimands and admonitions from 
the Supreme Court and several High Courts, administered to the 
Government of India. 

Taking the cricket analogy still further, if the 2G Spectrum Scam 
Series were to be regarded as a Match Series, obviously crusader 
Subramaniam Swamy has to be acknowledged as Man of the Series. 

K K K 

In respect of the 2G Scams, the operative part of the Supreme 
Court's landmark judgement has been: all the 122 transactions executed 
by former I.T. Minister A. Raja are quashed. The Supreme Court has 
held these licenses as illegal and unconstitutional. 

Subramaniam Swamy has announced that he would appeal against 
the Trial Court's decision. The key question the judiciary has now to 
decide is: Is A. Raja the former Telecom Minister the solitary villain of 
the piece, and the only person responsible for these fraudulent 
transactions? 

If a comprehensive history of corruption scandals in independent 
India were to be written, I have no doubt that both in respect of the 
number of these scams and in terms of their financial dimensions and/ 
or their gravity, no earlier government can outbeat the stinking record 
of the UPA Government. 

This government is headed formally by Dr. Manmohan Singh, but 
by now there is no doubt in any one’s mind that this government is 
actually run by UPA Chairman Smt. Sonia Gandhi, and Prime Minister 
Dr. Manmohan Singh! 

Here below isa tally of the ten murkiest matters that come to mind: 

1. Cash for Votes scandal which has besmirched the name of 
Indian Democracy. 

2. 2G Scam Cases. 

3. Commonwealth Games Scandal. 

4. Quattrochi case. 


5. Adarsh Housing Case. 
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6. Appointment of Chief Vigilance Commissioner, P.J. Thomas. 

7. Abysmal failure to get back the enormous wealth Indian black 
money earners have stashed away abroad in Swiss banks, or 
other such tax havens. Following UN’s Convention against 
Corruption, not only major countries like U.S., Germany and 
France, but also smaller countries like Peru and Nigeria have 
succeeded in securing their wealth. 

8. Supreme Court admonitions in respect of IMDT Act and 
continuing massive illegal immigration from Bangladesh into 
Assam and other North Eastern States. 

9. Telgi Stamp Paper Case. 

10. Pune stud-farm owner Hasan Ali’s scandal. 


Tailpiece 
Ajoke circulating in Pakistan these days is: In India, the government 
decides the age of Army Chief; in our country the Army Chief decides 
the age of the government. 
8 February, 2012 


o 
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Congress Communalises u. P. Campaign 


2p SRE E E IE 


E the history of Indian elections, three events have occurred last week 
which are totally without precedent. 

Firstly, the Election Commission, following a complaint made to it 
on behalf of the Bharatiya Janata Party, has publicly censured the Union 
Minister of Law and Justice and Minority Affairs, Salman Khurshid, 
for violating the Model Code of Conduct. 

Secondly, the Law Minister has reacted defiantly to the Election 
Commission's order. The Commission has noted: 

Shri Khurshid has been seen today (11'" February, 2012) making 
statements to the effect that he would pursue the line of his earlier 
announcement irrespective of whatever the Commission directs. In fact, 
the Union Minister goes on to say that he would stick to his line, “even if 
they hang me”. We have found the tone and tenor of the Union Minister 
dismissive and utterly contemptuous about the Commission’s lawful 
direction to him. 

Thirdly, the Election Commission, feeling “shocked that instead 
of being remorseful about the violation of the Model Code, has chosen 
to be defiant and aggressive” decided to convene “an emergency 
meeting” of the full Commission. The Commission addressed a letter 
to the President to inform her that 

“the Commission is quite concerned that the delicate balance of functions 

between constitutional authorities has come under a strain, because of 

the Minister’s improper and unlawful action.” 

The last paragraph of the Commission’s letter to the Rashtrapati 


reads: 
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“The Election Commission of India finds it necessary and unavoidable to 
turn to you at this juncture for immediate and decisive intervention so 
that the ongoing general election to the Uttar Pradesh Assembly is 
conducted, and this Commission discharges its functions, in accordance 
with the Constitution and the law.” 
KK K 
It would be worthwhile to place on record some excerpts from the 
operative part of the Election Commission's Order in this regard. The 
Order said: 
“The model code of conduct lays down, interalia, that the Ministers 
shall not announce any financial grants in any form or promises 
thereof, In the Commission's considered opinion, the promise of 
jobs to a distinct section of the electorate would also tantamount 
to special financial grant to the members of that section in the form 
of government jobs and the remuneration that goes with the jobs. 
Further, the model code of conduct also prohibits, interalia, appeals 
on the ground of caste or communal feelings. Here also, the 
Commission is of the considered view that the promise of reserving 
9% seats for minorities amounts to an appeal to particular sections 
of the electorate with a view to influencing their minds to voter 
for the party in power. The press reports which appeared on the 
10th January 2012, in various national dailies and local newspapers 
of important standing, mention that the respondent while making 
the above promise of reservation of seats for minorities specifically 
added that the benefits of such reservation in Uttar Pradesh would 
go to Muslims.....” 
“The Commission has come to the inescapable conclusion that 
the respondent, Shri Salman Khurshid, made a new promise to a 
distinct targeted group of the electorate among the minorities that 
9% seats would be reserved for them from out of the overall quota 
of 27% for the other backward classes. The Commission is also 
satisfied that the above promise was made by Shri Salman Khurshid 
as a Union Minister for Law and Minorities Affairs. Thus, Shri 
Salman Khurshid has violated the model code of conduct by 
making the above said promise. The Commission, therefore, cannot 
help expressing its deep anguish and disappointment over his 
violation of model code of conduct. As a Union Minister for Law 
and Minorities Affairs, he has an added responsibility of ensuring 
that the model code of conduct is observed in letter and spirit so 


t ections are conducted in a free and fair mann 
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political parties enjoy a level playing field in the matter of their 
election campaigns.” 
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3K K ok 

In the course of my statements during my poll campaign in U.P., I 
had urged the Prime Minister to advise Salman Khurshid, a Minister 
in his cabinet, to understand the serious implications of the letter 
addressed to the President by the Election Commission in which the 
Commission had described Law Minister Khurshid’s conduct as 
“improper and unlawful action”, to apologise to the Commission. I 
had also affirmed that if he fails to do so, he ought to be sacked from 
the Cabinet. 

Presumably, on the PM’s advice, the Law Minister wrote a letter of 
regret to the Commission, following which the E.C. decided to treat 
the matter as closed. 

KK k 

Never before have the Congress Party and/or its leaders 
communalized an Assembly election as consciously and deliberately 
as it has done in Uttar Pradesh in 2012. 

Salman Khurshid episode is not the only instance to prove this 

oint. 
4 Digvijay Singh’s recent statement to the effect that the Batla House 
encounter with terrorists was a fake encounter has been yet another 
instance. 

Even after Khurshid’s regret letter, Beni Prasad Varma has repeated 
what Khurshid had said. The E.C. has served a notice on Varma also. If 
Varma also does something like what Khurshid has done, and escapes 
removal from the Ministry, then Jaitley’s suspicion would be proved 
correct that these statements are not individual acts of defiance of a 
constitutional authority but part of a planned poll-oriented conspiracy 
by the party’s poll managers. It is significant that while the party 
formally distanced itself from Khurshid’s utterances, the family did 
not. The family’s youngest campaigner enthusiastically supported the 
Law Minister. 

19 February, 2012 


Oo 
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Depoliticise Constitutional Appointments 


Ina ye uc neonates 


TREAT ETA T NAE EENE EA ee pee 


pS SPATE 


E the unenviable record of the UPA Government, more and more 
events are taking place which are totally unprecedented in these 65 
years of independence. It started with the series of stinking scams and 
the consequential back-breaking inflation for the aam admi, issues that 
have dominated several parliament sessions in recent years. 

Never in any earlier central regime were cabinet ministers first 
removed from Government on charges of corruption, and later, after 
being indicted by courts, actually incarcerated in the Tihar Jail, Delhi. 

In my last blog which had highlighted how the U.P. elections were 
being shamelessly communalised by the Congress Party, I had listed 
three unprecedented events in which a senior cabinet minister, Law 
Minister Salman Khurshid, had first contemptuously defied the Election 
Commission, next invited the Election Commission’s sharp censure, 
and lastly, made the Election Commission seek the Rashtrapati’s 
immediate intervention. 

Ironically, the upshot of this was a tentative move to curtail the 
powers of the Election Commission in matters relating to any breach 
of the Model Code of Conduct. 

Happily, the unseemly fracas between the Law Minister and the 
Election Commission came to an end when better sense prevailed in 
government circles, and the Minister wrote the Commission a letter of 
regrets. 

The latest in this sequence of first-time occurrences has been 
another Central Minister’s threat to the U.P. electorate: Either you elect 


the Congress to power in the State, or be prepared to see President's 
Rule inflicted on U.P.! 
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I do not recall any Central Minister ever before threatening 
President’s Rule only because the electorate have not opted for the 
Congress Party! 

In the Constituent Assembly, Article 356 empowering the Union 
Government to impose President’s Rule on a state if government in 
that state “cannot be carried on in accordance with the provisions of 
the constitution” had provoked several prominent members to warn 
the Assembly that the provision could be grossly misused by the Union 
Government to undermine India’s federal set-up. This had made the 
then Law Minister, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, hold out this reassuring promise 
to the Constituent Assembly: ”.... such articles will never be called 
into operation and that they would remain a dead letter.” 

Dr. Ambedkar’s assurance has been repeatedly violated by 
Congress Governments. In these last sixty years since the adoption of 
the Constitution, far from remaining ‘a dead letter’ as Dr. Ambedkar 
had contemplated, Article 356 has been invoked more than one hundred 
times, and for reasons having nothing to do with any failure of 
constitutional machinery. Union Minister Jaiswal's latest threat clearly 
falls in the same category — it is completely extraneous to the purpose 
of this provision. 

Disregarding the serious objections of Smt. Sushma Swaraj, Leader 
of Opposition in Lok Sabha, who is part of the three member Selection 
Committee headed by the Prime Minister, P.J. Thomas was appointed 
Chief Vigilance Commissioner last year. 

The matter went to the Supreme Court. The Court upheld the points 
that had been raised in the Committee by Smt. Swaraj. The Supreme 
Court then struck down the appointment. 

In an article titled “Credibility Crash”, Bhavna Vij Aurora wrote 
in India Today about the Supreme Court order that the Supreme Court 
verdict was more an indictment of Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 
and Home Minister P. Chidambaram (who was the third member of 
the Selection Committee) than of PJ. Thomas himself. 

In an article written on the same issue a fortnight back in the 
Business Standard, Shri Nripendra Misra, ex-Chairman, TRAI and 
presently Director, Public Interest Foundation, has strongly urged that 

olitics should be taken out of statutory appointments. 

I feel it would be appropriate to decide now that a law be enacted 
to de-politicise appointments to key constitutional and statutory bodies. 
I would specifically commend inclusion of the Election Commission, 
the Comptroller and Auditor General, the UPSC and the Public 
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Enterprises Selection Board in this list. All that needs to be done is to 
include the Leaders of Opposition (let these be of both Houses) in the 
Selection Committees that perform these functions till now. 


Tailpiece 

When news of India’s nuclear test reached the American 
government, Washington reacted with shock and outrage. India had 
learned from its experience two-and-a-half years before, when it had 
been caught red-handed in its test preparations by Washington’s 
satellites. This time it was Washington that was caught by surprise. 
The State Department heard the news on CNN, and the CIA heard it 
from the State Department.... 

The United States need not have been surprised by Pokhran, as 
the signals were clear that India intended to test. First there was India’s 
aborted nuclear test in late 1995. Second, the BJP’s 1998 election 
manifesto inasmuch declared that a BJP government would make India 
a declared nuclear power. Though the manifesto did not specifically 
commit to a nuclear test, it did promise to ‘re-evaluate the country’s 
nuclear policy and exercise the option to induct nuclear weapons’. 


Excerpt from recent book on Indo-US-China relations by William H. 
Avery. 


27 February, 2012 
oO 
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S.C. Verdict on Ramlila Crackdown: 
Recalling Morarjibhai 


eT 


ot many persons I know have their birth anniversary on February 

29, a date that comes only once in four years. But one prominent 
person I have known who belongs to this category is Shri Morarji Bhai 
Desai, former Prime Minister of India. This year, 2012, is a Leap Year. 
Morarji Bhai’s great grandson, Madhukeshwar Desai invited me for a 
function at Valsad, about one hundred kms. from Surat. It is here that 
Morarji Bhai’s ancestral home still stands, and where his family had 
some other properties also, which have been donated to social 
organizations. 

India became independent in August 1947. On the midnight of 
August 14/15, Pandit Nehru was sworn in as Prime Minister. The 
country suffered a military humiliation at China’s hands in 1962. Pandit 
Nehru could not bear the shock of China’s betrayal, and passed away 
in 1964. 

Panditji was succeeded by Lal Bahadur Shastri. Again, for Shastriji, 
Tashkent proved costly. He could not survive the agreement Moscow 
presumably made him agree to at Tashkent. 

In 1966, Indiraji took over the reins of office and won two Lok 
Sabha elections in succession — in 1967 and 1971. But the Emergency 
which her government imposed on the country in 1975 proved suicidal 
for the Congress Party. 

In 1977, thirty years after independence, for the first time in the 
history of independent India, a non-Congress Government headed by 
Shri Morarji Bhai Desai took over at New Delhi. This was Jana Sangh’s 
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first opportunity to participate in the Central Government. Vajpayeeji, 
Brijlal Verma of Madhya Pradesh and myself were three from the Jana 
Sangh included in Morarji Bhai’s Cabinet, 

At the very well attended Valsad meeting to honour Morarji Bhai 
on last February 29, I said that among the veterans of India’s Freedom 
Movement I have worked with, the two stalwarts I have found never 
willing to compromise with principles or ethics have been Jai Prakash 
Narain and Morarji Bhai. When in 1979, Morarji Bhai’s Government 
was facing a crisis because of the so-called Dual Membership issue, in 
order to help avert the crisis, Vajpayeeji, Brijlal Verma and myself went 
to Morarji Bhai and handed over our resignation letters to him. Actually, 
Janata Party President Chandrashekharji had met me, and had 
suggested that this could possibly prove a way out. But as I have 
recorded in my autobiography: 

“Morarjibhai did not even weigh the offer. He rejected it outright 

saying, ‘Why should you resign? What wrong have you 

committed?’ Even if your offer is going to help my government, it 
would be immoral on my part to accept your resignations. I would 
rather quit myself, instead of making you quit”. 

K OK ok 

The Supreme Court’s recent judgement on the Delhi Police’s brutal 
crack-down on Baba Ramdev’s followers on Ramlila Ground came 
extensive excerpts of a Times of India article with the title “Ramlila 
Ground: Tryst with History”. Readers of this blog would find these 
excerpts interesting. 

Para 60 of the judgement reads: 

The Ramlila Maidan Provided an accurate barometer of the 
country’s political mood in 1960s and 1970s which can be gauged from 
an article dated 18th August 2011 in the Times of India which stated as 
under: 

“It was in Ramlila Ground that Jai Prakash Narain along with 

prominent Opposition leaders, addressed a mammoth rally on June 

25, 1975 where he urged the armed forces to revolt against Indira 

Gandhi's government. Quoting Ramdhari Singh Dinkar, JP 

thundered, ‘Singhasan Khali Karo, ki janta aati hai (Vacate the 

throne, for the people are here to claim it)’. That very midnight, 

Emergency was declared in the country. Less than two years later, 

the ground was the venue for another Opposition rally that many 

political commentators describe as epoch-changing. In February 

1977, more than a month before Emergency was lifted, Opposition 
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leaders led by Jagjivan Ram - his first public appearance after 
quitting the Congress — Morarji Desai, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Charan 
Singh and Chandrashekar, held a joint rally. 

That the Ramlila Ground provided an accurate barometer of 
the country’s political mood in the 1960s and 70s can be gauged 
from the fact that in 1972, just around three years before the JP 
rally, Indira Gandhi addressed a huge rally here following India’s 
victory over Pakistan in the Bangladesh war. In 1965, again at a 
time when the country was at war with Pakistan, it was from here 
that then Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri gave the slogan ‘Jai 
Jawan Jai Kisan’. 

According to Delhi historian, Ronald Vivian Smith, the Maidan 
was originally a pond which was filled up in the early 1930s so 
that the annual Ramlila could be shifted here from the flood plains 
behind Red Fort. It quickly became a popular site for political 
meetings, with Gandhiji, Nehru, Sardar Patel and other top 
nationalist leaders addressing rallies here. According to one 
account, as Jinnah was holding a Muslim League rally here in 1945, 
he heard someone in the crowd address him as ‘Maulana’. He 
reacted angrily saying he was a political leader and that honorific 
should never be used for him. 

In the 1980s and 90s, the Boat Club became the preferred site 
for shows of strength. But after the Narasimha Rao government 
banned all meetings there during the tumultuous Ayodhya 

he political spotlight returned to the site where it 
originally belonged — the Ramlila Ground.” 

My colleague Arun Jaitley has last week released to the media a 
perceptive analysis of the Supreme Court verdict. He has complimented 
the court for upholding the citizen’s right to protest peacefully against 
any government decision he disagrees with. But he still urges strongly 
that the latter part of the Court's decision be reconsidered. 

Jaitley says: “The judgement of the Supreme Court lays down a 
landmark law inasmuch as it upholds the right to protest as a 
fundamental right of speech and to assemble. However it shakes the 
foundation of the fundamental right by laying down a highly doubtful 
proposition that once the right to protest is ere the eae es wu 
meekly accept the denial or run the risk of contributory negligence to 


the police oppression. 
This part of the judgement requires to be extensively debated and 
possibly reconsidered.” 
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Morarji Bhai’s three-volume memoirs titled The Story of my Life 
mentions that when Morarji Bhai was in prison during the Emergency, 
at some point, he received a message from Mrs. Indira Gandhi indicating 
several conditions which if accepted by the Opposition, she would think 
of lifting the Emergency. Morarji Bhai says: 

“She (Indira Gandhi) laid down several conditions for lifting the 
Emergency. They included giving up the right of satyagraha. 
Whatever may be the view of others, I would prefer death to giving 
up these precious and inalienable human rights and duties. I would 
prefer lifelong detention to becoming the Prime Minister in 
conditions such as the Emergency. I believe there will be hope for 
the nation’s and society’s future only so long as there are a few 
people still prepared to pay the extreme penalty to keep the torch 
of freedom burning.” 


4 March, 2012 
Oo 
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"My Residence, and Holi 


ee 


t was in 1970 that I was elected to Parliament for the first time. I have 

been in Parliament since then except for two years (1996-98). I did 
not contest the 1996 elections because of my declaration that until the 
false Hawala allegation against me is struck down by an appropriate 
court of law, I will not go back to Parliament. 

In 1970, as an M.P, I was allotted a flat in Pandara Park. I lived in 
that flat until in 2002 when as Home Minister and Deputy Prime 
Minister I was persuaded by my security staff to shift to 30, Prithviraj 
Road where I have been living for 10 years now. 

Irecall that in the early 1970s the magazine section of the Hindustan 
Times, New Delhi, once carried several articles on Holi. One of those 
articles was titled Places in Delhi You Must Not Fail to Visit on Holi. 
One of the addresses given in that article was C-1/6, Pandara Park. 

In 1977, when after the Emergency, I became Information and 
Broadcasting Minister in Shri Morarji Bhai’s government, my security 
staff urged me to shift to a bigger bungalow. I declined and insisted on 
continuing in the same flat. However, to provide an office at the 
residence also the adjoining flat was allotted to me. This made the house 
more specious. But still the security felt that from the safety angle the 
compound should be larger. 

Yesterday the 8th of March this year was Holi and I felt very happy 
that the tradition of joyous and exuberant Holi celebrations that has 
been there at my residence all these 40 years continued without the 
slightest diminution. Literally, the number of visitors on this Holi was 
several thousands. Today's number may perhaps have been an all-time 


record. _ 
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Right from early morning recorded Holi songs like Amitabh’s 
popular Rang Barse were being played. And intermittently, from ten 
o'clock onwards, singing parties were visiting our lawns to regale the 
audience with Hindi and Bhojpuri music. 

Pratibha had arranged for all guests a large variety of sweets 
(mainly gujias) and snacks. 

I spent my first decade after partition in Rajasthan. I was for some 
years in Bharatpur, which is part of Braj. And Braj is famous for its 
lively Holi celebrations. 

I remember witnessing the pranks young boys used to play. A 
common sight was schoolboys operating in pairs, one boy on the terrace 
and the other in the street. The terrace boy would have a string thrown 
over the electric wires and the boy on the street would hold the other 
end of the string with a hook tied to that end. This hook would quietly 
be hitched on to the turban of an innocent passer-by and soon the 
shopkeepers and others in the street would be enjoying the sight at the 
turban flying in the air and the passer-by struggling to hold it back! 

KKK 


Tailpiece 

I have often commented that in a democracy there is no one more 
important than the Prime Minister. Only in a communist state a party 
official is higher in the hierarchy than the government official. But in 
India nowadays the most important address is 10, Janpath and not 7, 
Race Course Road. These days I often think that this most important 
address in New Delhi today may well have become my residence, had 
I agreed to Rajivji's proposal way back in 1991. 

When in 1989, Shri V.P. Singh of the Janata Dal became Prime 
Minister with the outside support of the BJP and the Left Front, Shri 
Rajiv Gandhi as the Leader of the main Opposition, the Congress was 
named Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha. 

But in 1991, BJP withdrew support to V.P. who therefore was 
reduced to a minority. The Congress then decided to support Shri 
Chandrashekhar for Prime Ministership. Shri Rajiv Gandhi as Party 
President conveyed this to the Rashtrapati. 

The immediate upshot of this was that the Lok Sabha Speaker called 
Shri Rajiv Gandhi and conveyed to him that having written a letter to 
the Rashtrapati that he was supporting the Prime Minister, his party 
could no longer be regarded an opposition party, and so he could no 
longer remain the Leader of Opposition. 
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He also conveyed to me that as Leader of the BJP which now had 
become the Main Opposition, hereafter I would be the Leader of the 
Opposition. 

I remember next morning I received a phone call from Rajivji, firstly 
congratulating me for having become Leader of Opposition, and 
secondly, suggesting that I quit my Pandara Park residence, and shift 
to 10, Janpath. He said he would shift to some other bungalow. He said 
just as 7, Race Course Road is the permanent residence of the Prime 
Minister, let 10, Janpath become the permanent residence of the Leader 
of Opposition. 

I thanked him for the offer, but declined to accept it. 


9 March, 2012 
mj 
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TENI peessssmnnen 


U.S. Government Denies Visa: U.S. 
Congress Thinktank Salutes Modi 


Aaeeea aou Taaa 


ay back in 1930 Mahatma Gandhi appeared on the cover of 
American news magazine TIME dated March 31st. The caption 
read: ‘Saint Gandhi.’ 

In 1947, the year which saw the Britishers quit India and the country 
suffer the traumatic events that accompanied partition, the January 27 
issue of the same magazine bore on its cover a picture of Sardar Patel 
with the caption ‘India’s Vallabhabhai Patel.’ 

This year, this U.S. periodical reputed to be the world’s largest 
circulated news weekly carried on the cover of its issue dated March 
26- Gujarat’s Narendra Bhai Modi. The caption given to the cover is: 
Modi Means Business. 

Some Indian dailies reported the story with the heading: “After 
Gandhi and Patel, Modi third Gujarati on Time cover.” 

An excellent Photograph of Narendra Modi relaxing in his lawns 
has been displayed on full two Pages preceding the 2-page write-up 
on the BJP leader. 

The write-up by Jyoti Thottam notes at the very outset: 

“Narendra Modi has defied humble Origins to become the powerful 


She however sums up her comments by quoting Tridip Suhrad, 
social scientist and expert on Gujarat who Says “the future belongs to 


Jyoti Thottam writes: His (Modi’s) ability to get things done is in stark 
contrast to the Congress-led central government in New Delhi. “Tf you look at 
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the rest of the country, Who's in charge is a big issue, if at all anybody's in 
charge,” says Sebastian Morris, a professor of economics at the Indian Institute 
of Management in Ahmedabad. “The difference here is that somebody's in 
charge, whatever he may do.” In a recent opinion poll by the magazine India 
Today, 24% of those surveyed thought Modi should be the next Prime Minister; 
Rahul Gandhi polled 17%. 

* ok ok 

I recall that in August, 2008 U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice, during an official visit to India, called at my 
residence. Apart from discussions on issues like Indo- 
U.S. relations and the global war against terrorism, 
etc. I raised with her the issue of denial of U.S. visa 
to Narendra Bhai Modi. I said to her: “This may be f 
the first time that an elected Chief Minister of a state 
in the world’s largest and most vibrant democracy 
has been denied a visa. What really surprised all of 
us here was that the denial of visa had been 
announced by Washington without Modi having 
sought it. ‘I have not even applied for a visa, Modi 
has informed me,’ I told Ms. Condoleezza. 

She looked at the officials accompanying her, “Is that true?”, she 
asked. The officials confirmed this, and added that the report was based 
on an official reply given to a letter from a senator. 

The irony is that while the U.S. Government has refused a visa to 
Modi, a report prepared by a think tank of the U.S. Congress has in a 
100-page report assigned very high marks to Modi for his governance. 

This Congressional Research Service (CRS) is a bipartisan and 
independent research wing of the U.S. Congress which compiles reports 
of interest to U.S. lawmakers. ? 

This report says: “Perhaps India’s best example of effective 
governance and impressive development is found in Gujarat 
(population 60 million), where controversial Chief Minister Narendra 
Modi has streamlined economic processes, removing red tape and 
curtailing corruption in ways that have made the state a key driver of 
national economic growth.” 


Condoleezza Rice 


25 March, 2012 
Oo 
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Kudos for Quraishi 


Kee for Dr. S.Y. Quraishi, Chief Election Commissioner, for 
scrapping this year’s Rajya Sabha elections in Jharkhand State. 
This is the first time in the history of Indian 

elections in any state that the polling to the Rajya 

Sabha in that state has been halted midway by the 

Election Commission itself, even before the votes 

have been fully counted. 

The inputs that made the Commission take 

this decision were as follows: > 

(a) Three Members of Parliament — Gurudas à 
Das Gupta, Babu Lal Marandi and Sharad S.Y. Quraishi 
Yadav — made written representations to 
the Election Commission expressing apprehensions that money 
power was being used and horse trading was being indulged 
in the Jharkhand R.S. polls to buy votes of vulnerable MLAS. 

(b) Two independent candidates had been proposed by several 
MLAs belonging to recognised political parties when those 
parties had themselves set up their candidates for the election. 

(c) On the morning of 30th March 2012, the day of poll, an Innova 
Car was apprehended by district police authorities on suspicion 
that it was carrying a large amount of unaccounted cash for 
the purpose of distribution on behalf of R.K. Agrawal, an 
independent candidate in this election. The search of the vehicle 
yielded cash of { 2.15 crores. The cash was being carried by 
Sudhanshu Tripathy, who admitted that the money had been 
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given to him by the son-in-law of R.K. Agrawal. This vehicle 
was registered in the name of Suresh K. Agrawal, brother of 
R.K. Agrawal. 

(d) The Election Commission’s detailed order stopping the poll 
process mentions that the car in which this unaccounted money 
was traced was being followed by two more vehicles also 
presumably carrying money, but after the interception of the 
first vehicle, these two vehicles returned to Jamshedpur. 

Those concerned with the purity of elections have always felt 
distressed that affluent candidates who file their nominations for the 
Rajya Sabha without any evident support of the requisite number of 
MLAs to secure their victory often manage somehow to squeeze their 
way into the House or have a pawn elected by buying up MLAs. 

In 2003, the NDA Govt. initiated an amendment to the 
Representation of the People Act to make the voting process in Rajya 
Sabha elections open. By virtue of this amendment, every elector (MLA) 
belonging to a political party is required to show his marked ballot 
paper to the authorized representative of his party before inserting it 
into the ballot box. 

This amendment was challenged before the Supreme Court. In 
Kuldip Nayar vs. Union of India and Others, the Hon'ble Supreme Court 
observed: 

“The secrecy of ballot is a vital principle for ensuring free and fair 
elections. The higher principle, however, is free and fair elections 
and purity of elections. If secrecy becomes a source for corruption 
then sunlight and transparency have the capacity to remove it. We 
can only say that legislation pursuant to the legislative policy that 
transparency will eliminate the evil that has crept in would 
hopefully serve the larger object of free and fair elections.’ 

I think the Election Commission deserves special compliments for 
the order it has issued. Though some press reports have referred to its 
order as a countermanding order, this word ‘countermand’ does not 
appear anywhere in the press note issued. Countermanding would 

evoking some earlier decision or order. But when the electoral 


mean ri } 
process is not yet complete, and there is no result as yet, how can the 


result be revoked? 
The operative p 


as follows: 
“Having regard to the 


enjoining upon the Com 
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fair elections and upholding the purity of election and after taking 

into account all relevant facts and circumstances of the present 

case, the Commission is satisfied that the current election process for 

Rajya Sabha election from Jharkhand has been seriously vitiated and cannot 

be permitted to proceed. Accordingly, the Commission hereby 

recommends, under Article 324 of the Constitution read with 

Section 21 of the General Clauses Act, 1897 and all other powers 

enabling it in this behalf, to the Hon’ble President that she may be 

pleased to rescind the notification No. 318/1/2012(1) dated 12th 

March, 2012, insofar as that notification relates to the calling upon 

the elected members of the Jharkhand Legislative Assembly to elect 

two members to the Council of States.” 

This 12-page order has been signed by all the three Election 
Commissioners, namely C.E.C. Dr. S.Y. Quraishi, V.S. Sampath and H.S. 
Brahma. 

KK ok 

In this election, the polling had been completed. Only Counting of 
Votes remained to be done, and the results announced. If that had been 
completed, the outcome could have been challenged only by an election 
petition. The matter would have thus gone outside the jurisdiction of 
the Election Commission, into the arena of the judiciary! 

As it is, because the process was not yet complete and this car 
carrying { 2.15 crores was seized, the Election Commission has thought 
fit to write in its speaking order: 

“The very object underlying the constitution of the Election 
Commission as an independent constitutional authority under 
Article 324 of the Constitution is to ensure that the elections to 
Parliament and State Legislatures are conducted in a free and fair 
manner where the purity of elections receives the highest priority. 
The Hon'ble Supreme Court, in the case of Mohinder Singh Gill vs. 
Chief Election Commissioner and Others (AIR 1978 SC 851) has also 
laid great stress on the conduct of free and fair elections and has 
observed that Article 324 of the Constitution is a reservoir of power 
for the Election Commission to act for the avowed purpose of 
pushing forward a free and fair election and ‘where these (enacted 
laws) are absent, and yet a situation has to be tackled, the Chief 
Election Commissioner has not to fold his hands and pray to God 
for divine inspiration to enable him to exercise his functions and 
to perform his duties or to look to any external authority for the 
grant of power to deal with the situation’.” 
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I hold that today’s decision of the Election Commissioner based on 
reasonably credible apprehensions is a landmark decision. Together 
with the NDA amendment of 2003, and today’s precedent, moneybags 
with no political support would think thousand times before jumping 
into the fray. 


Tailpiece 

As Information and Broadcasting Minister in Shri Morarji Bhai 
Desai’s Government, I came across the script of a BBC serial on the 
functioning of the British Parliament over the centuries. 

In these papers I read about a remarkable incident that occurred 
in eighteenth-century Britain. 

A Member of the House of Commons received a letter from his 
constituents in which he was asked to vote against certain excise 
proposals in the budget. According to the BBC feature, the MP sent a 
stinging reply to his voters as follows: 

“Gentlemen, Ihave received your letter about the excise, and lam surprised 

at your insolence in writing to me at all. 

“You know, and I know, that I bought this constituency. “You know, 
and I know, that I am now determined to sell it. 

“And you know what you think I do not know, that you are looking 
for another buyer. 

“And I know what you certainly do not know, that I have found 
another constituency to buy.” 

Buying and selling of parliamentary constituencies in 18th 
century Britain was no exception. It was the rule. Very often seats 
were publicly auctioned — and either sold outright or leased out 
on an annual basis. A parliamentary publication, Our Parliament, 
by Strathearn Gordon notes: 

Between 1812 and 1832, £ 5000 to £ 6000 was the ordinary 
price of a seat ‘purchased’ for Parliament, or £ 1800 if “rented” 
for a year. 

But today, elections in Britain are by and large clean, The 
history of electoral reforms in Britain should help dispel the general 


cynicism prevalent in India that there is no real remedy for the 
growing influence of money power in elections. 
April 01, 2012 


Oo 
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SRST LOSER NRE SPE DENEA 


Express Report About Army Movement 
Recalls to Mind a Disturbing Event of 1989 


Pee RAE Caan Fe 


alee most shocking news of this week has been the front page story 

carried by New Delhi’s Indian Express last Wednesday (April 4). 
This news story had a six-column banner headline: THE JANUARY 
NIGHT RAISINA HILL WAS SPOOKED. The sub-heading reads: Two 
Army Units moved towards Delhi without notifying government. 

If one reads the April 4 report thoroughly, and the several follow- 
up stories published on April 5, one would have to concede that the 
reports are extremely alarming and, as BJP spokesman Ravi Shankar 
Prasad has commented, reveal “Government-Army ties at an all time 
low”. The Indian Express story this week does highlight how deep is 
the trust deficit pervading the establishment circles these days. One 
feels relieved, however, to find that the LE. itself has taken pains to 
dispel emphatically any sinister meaning being read into the story. Ina 
box item lauding the Army Chief for his “impeccable reputation as a 
professional soldier”, it has said that no one “is using the ‘C’ word to 
imply anything other than ‘curious’.” 

My friend and neighbour, Vijay Kapoor, former Lt. Governor of 
the Union Territory of Delhi met me and narrated to me how in 1989, 
following the defeat of Rajiv Gandhi's Government, then Home Minister 
Buta Singh initiated a serious move to call in the army and how it was 
aborted. 

Vijay Kapoor at that point of time was Chief Secretary of Delhi. 
The L.G. of Delhi then was Romesh Bhandari. When Kapoor shared 
with me his memories of the 1989 episode, I began to hunt for any 
recorded evidence of the events. I happened to lay hands on Romesh 
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Bhandari’s autobiography given to me by the author himself ten years 
back. In this Bhandari recalls that he was appointed Lt. Governor in 
September 1988, and adds: 
“My tenure was fairly brief as I resigned in December, 1989 after 
Rajiv Gandhi was defeated in the General Elections”. 
Bhandari goes on to say: 
“Immediately after the results of the General Elections had been declared 
in 1989, it was clear that the Congress Party had fared very badly. The 
legal procedure of dissolving the Lok Sabha had still to be gone through. 
Leaders of other parties were demanding this and Rajiv Gandhi was in 
the process of moving the papers to Rashtrapati Bhavan. The Election 
Commission, however, had still to notify the results. The dissolution of 
the Lok Sabha can only take place immediately thereafter.” 

“I forget the date, but one night I received a call from Buta Singh, 
who was the Home Minister, that there were rumours about lakhs of kisans 
from Haryana and Western UP being mobilized by Ajit Singh and others 
to march into Delhi and Gherao Parliament and Rashtrapati Bhavan. 
This was with a view to forcing Rajiv Gandhi to dissolve the Parliament 
without which a new government could not be formed. Buta Singh said 
that Parliament was being dissolved, but there were the legal aspects I 
have mentioned above. He said that I must take immediate preventive 
measures and ensure that no law and order situation arose till then. We 
could not permit such an invasion of Delhi.” 

“I had received no such report, I called the Commissioner of Police, 
Raja Vijay Karan, and asked him whether he knew anything about this. 
He called back after making inquiries that they had no such reports. As 
the Home Minister himself had mentioned this matter, I could not let the 
situation be as it 1s. I summoned an immediate meeting at my residence 
at 18 Akbar Road. It was attended by the Chief Secretary Vijay Kapur 
who is now the Lt. Governor of Delhi, the Commissioner of Police Raja 
Vijay Karan and his top colleagues dealing with intelligence, security, 
etc. I also invited the officers of the Intelligence Bureau and the Home 
Ministry. The fear as conveyed to me by Buta Singh was discussed. 

Everyone said that there was no truth in what the Home Minister had 
heard. Mobilization of people in such large numbers could not be done in 
a matter of hours. If there was any such intention, our sources would 
have got to know about it. I fully shared the views of all who were there 
and said that I would tell the Prime Minister’s House and the Home 
Minister that there was no truth at all in the rumours. This is all that 
happened. Madan Lal Khurana projected this as an unsuccessful effort on 
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my part to call in the Army. He should know better that no Governor, Lt. 

Governor or Chief Minister can call in the Armed Forces by himself. It 

has to be routed through the Defence Ministry.” 

Lt. Governor Bhandari may plead innocence. But the then Union 
Home Minister Buta Singh cannot. That he did initiate a move to callin 
the army on the basis of a concocted story becomes evident from the 
L.G’s. own testimony. 


Tailpiece 

Today is Sthapna Divas (Foundation Day) of the Bharatiya Janata 
Party. Exactly thirty-two years back, on April 6, 1980, the BJP was 
founded at an all-India Convention held at the Ferozeshah Kotla Maidan 
in New Delhi. 

This Convention was the upshot of a resolution passed by the Janata 
Party’s Parliamentary Board two days earlier prohibiting so-called ‘Dual 
Membership’, which meant membership of the Janata Party and 
membership of the RSS. 

The Janata Party had been formed out of the merger of four 
Opposition Parties — the Jana Sangh, the Congress (O), the Lok Dal and 
the Samajwadi Party. Most of the members of the Jana Sangh were 
Swayamsewaks of the RSS or were associated with the RSS. 

Evidently, the Dual Membership resolution was initiated by some 
leaders of the Janata Party who had come to the conclusion that Jana 
Sangh had become a liability for the party and so the earlier this limb 
of the party could be amputated, the better it would be. The 
Parliamentary Board’s Dual Membership resolution was meant to 
achieve this. The ‘Dual Membership’ was strongly opposed by Shri 
Morarji Bhai Desai, Shri Sikander Bakht and many other Janata Party 
members not belonging to the Jana Sangh. 

In 1980, this resolution was adopted on April 4. That year, April 4 
was Good Friday. So April 6, the Foundation Day that year was Easter 
Sunday. 

I have often recalled in my speeches the significance of these two 
Christian Festivals. Good Friday is believed to be the day of Jesus 
Christ's Crucifixion and Easter Sunday the Day of Christ's resurrection. 

For us of the Jana Sangh, the Dual Membership resolution adopted 
on Good Friday was tantamount to crucifixion, and Easter Sunday, the 
Day BJP was launched by Shri Vajpayee a kind ofa Happy Resurrection. 


6 April, 2012 
0 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


18 


A Word of Caution for India 
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A recent addition to my personal library is a glossy, picture book 
titled — 100 CITIES OF THE WORLD: A Journey Through the Most 
Fascinating Cities Around the Globe. 

As I glanced through the Contents listing the hundred, Continent- 
wise, I was struck by the fact that India’s capital, Delhi, was not included 
in this list. The two Indian cities mentioned in the Asian tally of twenty- 
two were Kolkata and Mumbai. 

For Indian readers, a more interesting addition to my library this 
week is a thought provoking book by Ruchir Sharma, head of Emerging 
Market Equities and Global Macro at Morgan Stanley Investment 
Management. In this book titled Breakout Nations, the author, who is 
based in New York, affirms that “the astonishingly rapid growth over 
the last decade of the world’s celebrated emerging markets is coming 
to an end. The era of easy money and easy growth is over. China, in 
particular, will soon slow, but its place will not necessarily be taken by 
Brazil, Russia or India, all of which have weaknesses and difficulties 
often overlooked in the inflated expectations and emerging markets 
mania of the past decade.” 

This book identifies “ graft driven inflation” and “crony capitalism” 
among the weaknesses and difficulties that can be a damper for India’s 
high expectations. 

Referring at some length to the series of scams that have surfaced 
during the UPA. regime, the author writes that when he wrote about 
this for a Newsweek cover story he was dubbed a party spoiler. Top 
government officials told Sharma, “such cronyism is just a normal step 
in development, citing the example of the robber barons of nineteenth 
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century America.” “Prime Minister Singh, asked privately about the 
corruption problem, supposedly told people not to spoil India’s image 
by going on and on about this,” 

This particular chapter dealing with our problems starts with 
Europe's nineteenth century fascination with India’s well-known magic 
show, the Rope trick. The caption significantly given to the chapter is 
“The Great Indian Hope Trick”! 

Referring to the increasing investment by Indian entrepreneurs 
abroad, Ruchir Sharma writes: 

“AS soon as companies from emerging nations start expanding their 

interests abroad, it is usually celebrated as a giant step for the whole 

country. But in India the moves suggest that many companies are 
going abroad in part to avoid the problems of doing business in 
the home market, Lately businessmen in Delhi and Mumbai have 
been complaining ever more bitterly that the cost of starting new 
businesses in India has gone up dramatically over time because of 
the sharp increase in the number of demands for government 

payoffs. Investment by Indian business has declined from 17 

percent of GDP in 2008 to 13 percent now. 

“At a time when India needs its businessmen to reinvest more 
aggressively at home in order for the country to hit its growth target 
of 8 to 9 percent (foreign investment is well below the required 
totals), they are looking abroad. Overseas operations of all Indian 
companies now account for more than 10 percent of overall 
corporate profitability, compared with just 2 percent five years ago. 
Given the potential of the domestic marketplace, Indian companies 
should not need to chase growth abroad. (In 2010 more thana third 
of Indian households had, by local standards, a middle-class income 
equal to between $2,000 and $4,200, up from 22 percent in 2002.) 
But just over half the earnings of India’s top fifty companies are 
now ‘outward facing’ or dependent on exports, global commodity 
prices, and international acquisitions.” 

In his latest interaction however, witha group of eminent economic 
thinkers (reported in today’s Indian Express), Ruchir Sharma has been 
more optimistic about India. 

K K k 


A sector in particularly bad shape these days is the airlines sector. 
You talk to any section of the Air India staff — pilots, airhostesses, or 
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any other - and you will hear endless complaints. And this is in an 
airline which when I first traveled on when I become an M.P. way back 
in 1970, had an excellent reputation all around the globe. Even private 
airlines like Kingfisher are facing a serious crisis. 

So, it was a delight to learn that the newly constructed Indira 
Gandhi International Airport has been reckoned as the sixth best airport 
in the world, and in a certain specific category the second best. The 
evaluation has been done by the Airports Council International, a 
worldwide association of airports having 575 members operating over 
1633 airports in 179 countries. 

Passing through this newly built airport which caters both to 
domestic and foreign services, I was impressed by a beautifully sculpted 
tableau of the twelve postures which add up to the well-known Yoga 
exercise of Surya Namaskar. The sculptor, I discovered, is one Ayush 
Kasliwal of Jaipur. Hearty compliments to G. Subba Rao of G.M.R. who 
must have conceived it, and the artist who has executed it. 

It did remind me of the rumpus raised by some perverse politicos 
when Shivraj Singh Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh initiated a 
massive programme of Surya Namaskar in the schools of the state. Those 
objecting to the exercise said that the State Government's proposal was 
anti-secular. It is believed that since January this year lakhs of students 
in more than 6000 schools have been doing Surya Namaskar in the 
state. 
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Surya Namaskar 
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Tailpiece 
This blog begins with a reference to Ruchir Sharma’s book Breakout 
Nations. The prologue to this book is a caustic comment on the sort of 
vulgar decadence that seems to be infecting the lifestyle of the affluent 
here. Sample these opening paragraphs: 
It’s been a long time since the farmers left the “farmhouses” of Delhi, and 
though the name lives on, it now describes the weekend retreats of the 
upper class, playgrounds on the fringes of the city where unmapped dirt 
lanes wind through poor villages and suddenly open onto lavish mansions 
with sprawling gardens and water features; in one case I even came upon 
a garden with a mini-railroad running through it. This is the “Hamptons” 
of Delhi, the city’s party central, where event planners will re-create Oscar 
night, Broadway, Las Vegas, even a Punjabi village for the home-sick, 
complete with waiters in ethnic garb. 

On a foggy night in late 2010 I made my way to one of these famously 
decadent bashes, where the valets were juggling black Bentleys and red 
Porsches, and the hosts invited me to try the Kobe beef they had flown in 
from Japan, the white truffles from Italy, the beluga caviar from Azerbaijan. 
It was hard to talk over the pulsating techno-beat, but I managed to engage 
in a chat with a twenty — something son of the farmhouse demimonde — 
he was a classic of the type, working for his dad’s export business (it 
always seems to be “exports”), wearing a tight black shirt, hair spiky 
with grooming gel. After determining that I was a New York - based 

investor back in town to search for investment opportunities, he shrugged 
and remarked, “Well, of course. Where else will the money go?” 


“Where else will the money go?” I left the Party around midnight, 
well before the main course was served, but the comment stayed with me. 


30 April, 2012 
Oo 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BUP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


pes SSS ST SES SOE TM 


— ==> aaa 


Supreme Court’s Landmark Judgment 
on Interlinking of Rivers 
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E the last quarter of 2011, I undertook a 40-day Rath Yatra to highlight 
three issues: corruption, inflation and black money. 

While passing through the desert region of Shekhawati in 
Rajasthan, some one mentioned to me that when the N.D.A. regime 
was in office and Prime Minister Vajpayee had spoken about 
interlinking of rivers farmers of Rajasthan had felt greatly enthused by 
the move. 

Indeed, whenever in my speeches I referred to this NDA proposal 
for which a Task Force headed by Shiv Sena leader Suresh Prabhu had 
been set up, I found the audience very responsive. 

In 2002, A PIL Petition was filed in the Supreme Court that there 
was need to conserve water and properly utilize SETENE TN] 
available resources by inter linking rivers like Ganga, 
Kaveri, Vaigai and Tambaravani. 

A three-Judge Bench of the Supreme Court headed 
by Chief Justice S.H. Kapadia delivered a 63-page 
judgment on 27th February 2012, in which the 
operative part described the judgment as a mandamus 
to the Central and State Governments concerned, and 
issued the following directions: 

64. Realizing our limitations, we would finally Justice 
dispose of this Public Interest Litigation with the S.H. Kapadia 
following directions: 

(I) We direct the Union of India and particularly the Ministry 
Cc-OfNMateERRSRHAGSty, BOYS Hant rthwith 
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constitute a Committee to be called a “Special Committee 

for Inter-linking of Rivers’ (hereinafter referred as the 

‘Committee’) of which, the following shall be the Members: 

(a) The Hon’ble Minister for Water Resources 

(b) Secretary, Ministry for Water Resources 

(c) Secretary, Ministry of Environment and Forests 

(d) Chairman, Central Water Commission 

(e) Member-Secretary, National Water Development 
Authority 

(f) Four experts to be nominated, one each from the 
following Ministries/bodies: 

(I) One expert from the Ministry of Water Resources 
(Il) One expert from the Ministry of Finance. 
(II) One expert from the Planning Commission 
(IV) One expert from the Ministry of Environment & 
Forests 

(g) Minister for Water and/or Irrigation from each of the 
concurring States, with the Principal Secretary of the 
Concerned Department of the same State. 

(h) The Chief Secretary or his nominee not below the rank 
of the Principal Secretary of the concerned Department 
in case of any other State involved directly or indirectly 
in the water linking river project. 

(i) Two social activists to be nominated by each of the 
concerned Ministries. 

(j) Mr. Ranjit Kumar (Amicus Curiae). 

(I) The Committee shall meet, at least, once in two months and 
shall maintain records of its discussion and the Minutes. 

(III) In the absence of any person from such meeting, irrespective 
of his/her status, the meeting shall not be adjourned. If the 
Hon’ble Minister for Water Resources is not available, the 
Secretary, Ministry of Water Resources, Government of India, 
shall preside over the Meeting. 

(IV) The Committee would be entitled to constitute such sub- 
committees, as it may deem necessary for the purposes of 
carrying on the objects of the Inter-Linking of River Program, 
on such terms and conditions as it ma 


y deem proper. 
(V) The Committee shall submit a bi-annual report to the Cabinet 


of the Government of India placing before it the status-cum- 
progress report as well as all the decisions required to be 
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taken in relation to all matters communicated therewith. The 
Cabinet shall take all final and appropriate decisions, in the 
interest of the countries as expeditionly as possible and 
preferably within thirty days from the date the matters are 
first placed before it for consideration. 

(VI) All the reports of the expert bodies as well as the status 
reports filed before this Court during the pendency of this 
petition, shall be placed before the Committee for its 
consideration. Upon due analysis of the Reports and expert 
opinions, the Committee shall prepare its plans for 
implementation of the project. 

(VII) The plans so prepared shall have different phases, directly 
relatable to the planning, implementation, construction, 
execution and completion of the project. 

(VIII) We are informed that large sums have been spent on 
preparation of initial and detailed project reports of the 
project ‘Ken-Betwa Project’. The DPRis now ready. The States 
of Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh and also the Central 
Government had already given their approval and consent. 
The clarifications sought will be discussed by the Committee. 
We would direct the Committee to take up this project for 
implementation at the first instance itself. 

(IX) Keeping in view the expert reports, we have no hesitation in 
observing and directing that time is a very material factor in 
the effective execution of the Interlinking of Rivers project. 
As pointed out in the Report by NCAER and by the Standing 
Committee, the delay has adversely affected the financial 
benefits that could have accrued to the concerned parties 
and the people at large and is in fact now putting a financial 
strain on all concerned. 

(X) It is directed that the Committee shall take firm steps and fix 
a definite time frame to lay down the guidelines for 
completion of feasibility reports or other reports and shall 
ensure that completion of projects so that the benefits accrue 
within reasonable time and cost. 

(XI) At the initial stages, this program may not involve those 
States which have sufficient water and are not substantially 
involved in any inter-linking of river programme and the 
projects can be completed without their effective 

participation. 
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(XII) However, the Committee may involve any State for effective 
completion of the programme at any subsequent stage. 

(XIII) There are projects where the paper work has been going for 
the last ten years and at substantial cost to the public 
exchequer. Therefore, we direct the Central and the State 
Governments to participate in the program and render all 
financial, administrative and executive help to complete these 
projects more effectively. 

(XIV) It is evident from the record that the Reports submitted by 
the Task Force have not been acted upon. Thus, the entire 
effort put in by the Task Force has practically been of no use 
to the concerned governments, much less the public. The Task 
Force has now been wound up. Let the reports of the Task 
Force also be placed before the Committee which shall, 
without fail, take due note of the suggestions made therein 
and take decisions as to how the same are to be implemented 
for the benefit of the public at large. 

(XV) The Committee constituted under this order shall be 
responsible for carrying out the inter-linking program. Its 
decisions shall take precedence over all administrative bodies 
created under the orders of this Court or otherwise. 

(XVI)We grant liberty to the learned Amicus Curiae to file 
contempt petition in this Court, in the event of default or 
non-compliance of the directions contained in this order. 

(65) We would fail in our duty if we do not place on record the 
appreciation for the valuable and able assistance rendered by the 
learned Amicus Curiae and all other senior coun 
counsel appearing in the present PIL”. 

K K ok 

If any one were to ask me which were the main achievements of 
Vajpayeeji’s NDA Government, I would identify three: 

Firstly, it established its sincerity in wanting normalcy and peace 
with Pakistan, but the Vajpayee Government simultaneously made it 
clear that its attitude towards Pakistan’s hostile military designs, as 
also towards cross border terrorism would be of zero-tolerance. Within 


two months of assuming power, therefore, the NDA Government made 
India a nuclear power. 


Secondly, the NDA Government laid a firm foundation for a 
network of highways and rural roads, for the entire country. 


sel and assisting 
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Thirdly, the NDA Government not only drew up an ambitious 
programme for interlinking of major rivers but spared a senior minister 
Suresh Prabhu to head a Task Force devoted exclusively to this work. 
Suresh Prabhu met me recently and give me a detailed account of his 
painstaking exertions in pursuance of this task. He had held more than 
5000 small and big meetings in all states of the country. Besides, he set 
up a committee of finance experts and eminent bankers, led by ICICI 
Chairman K.V. Kamath which presented very innovative and forward 
looking ideas for financing this Interlinking of Rivers project. 

Suresh Prabhu told me that this group of experts were confident 
that they would be able to raise at least 7 5,60,000 crores worth 
investment for the interlinking scheme. 

Yet another point Suresh Prabhu stressed was that ISRO under the 
chairmanship of Dr. Kasturi Rangan had agreed to use remote sensing, 
satellite imagery, etc. for effective project planning and monitoring. 

K OK K 

Three months have now elapsed since the Supreme Court delivered 
this judgment. And yet the Special Committee the Court had wanted 
to be constituted has not been set up. One wonders if the Amicus Curiae, 
Shri Ranjit Kumar, who has been richly complimented by the Supreme 
Court for his contribution to the case, would heed the specific advice 
of the Court, and move a contempt petition against the UPA 
Government for its ‘default’. 


29 May, 2012 
Oo 
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“BJP: A Hub of Hope 
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Joo: are generally critical of media persons. It is, however, rare 
that media men themselves ridicule their own fraternity for 
indulging in political criticism not because it is justified but because 
even while realizing that the criticism is uninformed and superficial, 
the write ups do add up to “lazy copy”. 

Swapan Dasgupta is an eminent journalist who commands great 
respect in the capital. His page one piece every Sunday in the Pioneer is 
read with great interest. His latest column (May 27, 2012) is a severe 
comment on the media which he holds “shapes the tone and tenor of 
the chattering class discourse”. 


Under caption “Media creates its own realities” 


, Dasgupta wrote 
last Sunday: 


“Given the fact that the media thrives on stereotypes, caricatures... 
it was not very surprising that the bite brigade that descended on 
Mumbai last week for the BJP National Executiv 
reaffirmations of set conclusions.” 
Swapan added a perceptive summing up: 
“That everyone in the BJP is not on the same page is a truism. No 
political party in India, not even the CPI (M), possesses an army 
where every member of the officer corps think alike. This is 
democratic normalcy and itis only in India that the media projects 
the ideal of politics crafted on the North Korean model.” (A Marxist 
uniformity!) 

However, when these days media-persons attack the UPA 
Government for its string of scams, but at the same time regret that the 
BJP-led NDA is not rising to the occasion, Ias a former pressman myself, 
feel they are reflecting public opinion correctly. 


e was looking for 
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At a meeting of the BJP’s Core Committee some weeks back, a 
meeting attended by several senior RSS leaders I had reminisced about 
my sixty years’ political journey since the launching of the Bharatiya 
Jana Sangh in 1951 by Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerji. I had said that 
thinking of the party’s successes and failures during these sixty years, 
I cannot think of a more depressing year than 1984, when in the Eighth 
Lok Sabha Elections that took place that year, our party had put up 229 
candidates. Our score in the Lok Sabha was a miserable two, one from 
Gujarat and the other from Andhra. In all the other states of the country, 
including U.P., Bihar, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, we 
had drawn a blank. Even in the first General Elections to the Lok Sabha 
in 1952, our party had captured three seats, more than in 1984! 

In 1984, I was Party President and so felt extremely downcast. But 
I also remember that the party had set up a Committee headed by 
Krishan Lal Sharma to analyse the poll results objectively. The 
Committee had reported that in the rank and file of the party as also in 
our support base, there was no demoralization because of the electoral 
setback, which was being attributed to the dastardly assassination of 
Smt. Gandhi by terrorists and a powerful sympathy wave for young 
Rajiv Gandhi. 

The mood within the party these days is not upbeat. The results in 
Uttar Pradesh, the manner in which the party welcomed BSP Ministers 
who were removed by Mayawati ji on charges of corruption, the party's 
handling of Jharkhand and Karnataka - all these events have 
undermined the party’s campaign against corruption. 

The fact that we have a sizable contingent of MPs in Parliament 
today as against the niggardly two seats in 1984, that our performance 
in the two Houses under Sushmaji and Jaitleyji has been excellent, that 
the party is in power in as many as nine states today is no compensation 
for the lapses committed. I had said at the Core Group meeting that if 
people are today angry with the U.P.A. Government, they are also 
disappointed with us. The situation, I said, calls for introspection. 

3K °K K 


Tailpiece 
The Times of India carries today (May 30, 2012) a news item with 


the caption: 
AT 97, A.K. HANGAL SHOOTS FOR TV 


The report says: ‘ 
A year and a half ago, Avtar Kishan Hangal aka A.K. Hangal, who 
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had made millions weep with his heart-rending roles on screen 
was fighting illness and poverty at his residence in Santa Cruz 

East. 

But things are now changing for the actor who had also been 
an active participant in the national struggle for freedom. The 97- 
year-old actor after starring in over 200 films, is all set to return to 
the small screen with a brand new show, Madhubala. He has been 
a part of several shows in the 1990s. 

The actor will play himself on the show thatis reportedly based 
on the life of veteran actress Madhubala. In fact, Hangal shot for 
the part a couple of days back. 

Hangal came on the scheduled day and shot for nearly an hour. 
“It was something that we had never imagined possible. He has 
unique energy. It was like a blessing for us. Even his son told us 
how happy he was to shoot after almost seven to eight years. We 
were all charged up seeing him on the sets. That one-hour was 
purely magical. I did not know whether he would be able to pull it 
off at this age. But he managed to give a one-take shot. It was 
wonderful”, said Saurabh Tewari, the producer of the show. 

I remember that in the sixties and seventies, there were journalists 
who often used to compare the Jana Sangh with film actor A.K. Hangal 
and say that Hangal is always admired by cine-goers. But he cannot 
sustain a full film by himself. He is a brilliant character actor. But he is 
not a star: neither a hero, nor even a villain. Jana Sangh’s position in 
Indian politics is similar. Its patriotism and integrity secures for it the 
plaudits of all; but the party will never dominate the political scene. 

I recall challenging such comments, and asserting that a day will 
certainly come when the situation will undergo a complete 
metamorphosis. That has now happened. Today BJP has become 
converted into such a hub of hope for all, that if it commits even a 
minor lapse, it does cause distress and disappointment to the people. 


31 May, 2012 
oO 
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i ‘Let's All Make Our Lives Meaningful 
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n the last quarter of the twentieth century there used to be a Mumbai- 
based newspaper with the title Afternoon Carrier & Despatch. 

This paper used to publish interviews with politicians and publish 
these under the caption “Twenty Questions”. 

In 1991, when I was approached for this 20-question interview, its 
very first question was: “Mr. Advani, what would you identify as your 
greatest weakness? 

My answer was: “Books!” I added, “At a grosser level, chocolates.” 

Since then, on all special occasions like anniversaries, poll successes, 
etc., visitors coming to greet me would generally keep adding books to 
my personal library, or sometimes fetch me a packet or box of chocolates! 

Quite a few books have been presented to me by Father Bento 
Rodrigues of Father Agnel’s High School, Delhi. In my memoirs titled 
My Country, My Life, I have recorded that after the Hawala allegation 
levelled against me during the Narasimha Rao regime, I not only 
resigned forthwith from the Lok Sabha, but simultaneously declared 
that I shall not go back to Parliament until absolved by an appropriate 
court of law. 

X K k 

The Hawala charge was levelled against me in early 1996. So, when 
Lok Sabha polls were held later that year, I did not contest. Meanwhile, 
I challenged the chargesheet filed against me. 

This case went on for sixteen months in the Delhi High Court. In 
April 1977, Justice Mohemmed Shamim of the Delhi High Court 


delivered the verdict, qu ashing the charge of corruption against me. 
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Fortunately for me, the 11th Lok Sabha formed in 1996 did not last 
its full term. It was dissolved within two years. So, when elections took 
place again in 1998, I contested, and won. It was in 1970, that I had first 
been elected to Parliament. Since then, it is only these two years 
(1996-98) that I have not been in Parliament. It was some time during 
this period that Father Rodrigues gave me an inspiring book, Tough 
Times Do Not Last! Tough Men Do. 

Some months back, he gave me another interesting book captioned 
THE SHIFT. The book is written by Dr. Wayne W. Dyer. The sub-title of 
the book is Taking Your Life from Ambition to Meaning. The sub-title 
immediately rang a bell. It reminded me of one of the closing chapters 
of my own autobiography, “The Pursuit of Meaning and Happiness in 
Life”. Some reviewers of my book of memoirs have described it as the 
best chapter of the book. 

This chapter opens with a reference to a widely acclaimed thriller 
Thad read. This book written by Jed Rubenfeld, a law professor at Yale 
University is titled The Interpretation of Murder. However, I found the 
book less about a murder mystery, and more about the mystery of life. 

This was Rubenfeld’s debut novel. The author, a student of 
Shakespeare and Sigmund Freud, presents in this book a 
psychoanalytical exploration of two basic questions about human 
existence: happiness and meaning. 

There is no mystery to happiness, affirms the author. 

“Unhappy men are all alike. Some wound they suffered long ago, 
some wish denied, some blow to pride, some kindling spark of love 
put out by scorn — or worse, indifference — cleaves to them, or they do 
toit, and so they live each day within a shroud of yesterdays. The happy 
man does not look back. He doesn’t look ahead. He lives in the present.” 

“But there's the rub. The present can never deliver one thing: 
meaning. The ways of happiness and meaning are not the same. To 
find happiness, a man need only live in the present: he need only live 
for the moment. But if he wants meaning — the meaning of his dreams, 
his secrets, his life — a man must reinhabit the past, however dark, and 
live for the future, however uncertain. Thus, nature dangles happiness 
and meaning before us all, insisting only that we choose between them.” 


For myself, I have chosen meaning — that’s what I have said in my 
book. 


Meaning, I wrote, comes with 


Purpose, with a sense of mission, 
whatever be one’s calling in life. 
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In my autobiography published in 2008 I have recorded: 

“When I look back at my life of eight decades, I remind myself that 

I found my calling in life when on a tennis court in Hyderabad 

(Sindh) I first heard the name of Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh 

and became its swayamsewak. I found meaning when I started 

attending Sunday evening discourses on the Bhagwad Gita by 

Swami Ranganathananda at the Ramakrishna Mission, Karachi. I 

found meaning when I left my home and family to work as a 

pracharak of the RSS, first in Karachi, and later, after being uprooted 

by Partition, in Rajasthan. That meaning got further enriched when 

I embarked on a political journey fifty-five years ago, first as a 

worker of the Bharatiya Jana Sangh and later of the Bharatiya Janata 

Party. It is a journey that has not yet ended. From the age of fourteen 

and a half years till now, only one duty has defined the purpose of 

my life: to serve my Motherland.” 

“During the course of fulfilling this duty, my devotion, sincerity 
and commitment to my own cause and ideals have been tested many 
times, especially when I have faced any adversity in my life. I can say, 
with both humility and contentment, that I have not been found wanting 
in the eyes of my own conscience. Errors of judgement, I have committed 
many. I have also erred in the execution of my tasks. But I have never 
indulged in scheming or acts of opportunism for self-promotion nor 
have I compromised on my core principles for personal comfort or gains. 
I have stood my ground for the sake of self-respect and for what I 
believed was in the larger interest of the nation, even when doing so 
carried obvious risks. Whether I had to spend long stints in prison, as 
happened during the Emergency, or had to face a false charge of 
corruption in the Hawala movement, or when I was misunderstood 
and castigated for having betrayed my ideology after my visit to 
Pakistan, I have followed the call of my conscience and stood firm. 
Besides fortifying my self-belief, it has given me happiness and 
imparted meaning to my life.” 

The novel that had provoked the above thoughts in me claimed 
that a man can either have meaning or happiness in life. 

I have had the good fortune of experiencing both, and in 
abundance. 


13 June, 2012 
Oo 
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Bangladesh Diplomat Identifies 
Pakistan’s Seven Deadly Sins 


msema 


amaeana = 


ast week (June 16) Shri Ahmad Tariq Karim, High Commissioner 

for Bangladesh in New Delhi, met me at my residence and had a 
very enlightening discussion with me on Bangladesh-India-Pakistan 
relations. 

When we parted company that day I presented him a copy of My 
Country, My Life, my autobiography, and he promised to send me some 
of his own writings on the issues we had discussed. 

His letter to me from the High Commission has been a fulsome 
expression of gratitude. In this letter, he refers to my autobiography 
and comments: “As I am going through it, I find it an invaluable insight 
into the history of our common sub-continent’. 

Also enclosed with this above-mentioned letter are several 
publications carrying articles by the High Commissioner who has 
already retired from the State’s Foreign Service but who has been asked 
to continue in his present post until the present Indian Government is 
there. In the sheaf of publications sent there is a 19-page pamphlet 
authored by him which bears the titled “PAKISTAN: Stalking 

Armageddon?” 

In this pamphlet, the Bangladeshi leader says: 

Pakistan which in its obsession with matching India tit-for-tat in the 

missiles and nuclear race, has failed to address more fundamental problems 

related to societal development within its own orders, and has gone pretty 

nigh bankrupt in the process. There seems to be a growing perception, 

including among many Pakistanis themselves, that the country is launched 
on the trajectory to a self-destructive implosion. 
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Contrasting India’s approach to politics and governance with that 
of Pakistan, the Bangladesh High Commissioner writes in his pamphlet: 
“While the Indian leadership, despite the conflict with Pakistan, chose 
the path of democracy and invested in strengthening their democratic 
and civic institutions, the political leadership of Pakistan used Kashmir 
as the reason for embarking on the road to authoritarian governance. 
Ironically, in the process they sowed the seeds for their own displacement 
by the very institution that was normally meant to be the guardian of 
their security. The armed standoff over Kashmir was inevitably enlarged 
by the military into a permanent security threat to the newly established 

Muslim nation.” 

Under heading “Pakistan’s Seven Deadly Sins,” Mr. Karim sums 

up his assessment of the consequences of Pakistan's myopia thus: 

In a sense, the singular short-sightedness of successive central 

leadership that governed Pakistan from its very birth, and the 

several layers of illusions that it had cocooned itself into, inevitably 
led it into its third, most disastrous, war with India in 1971. Despite 
its humiliating defeat at the hands of India in 1971, Pakistan appears 
to have clung on tenaciously to these illusions right up to its last 
localized, but brutal, conflict with India on the Kargil heights in 

Kashmir in 1999. The illusions, which may be described as 

Pakistan's seven deadly sins, were: 

1. The doctrine of Islamic invincibility over the infidel Hindus: Pakistan 
being the epitome of an Islamic State, each Pakistani warrior 
could easily take on ten soldiers of the infidel Hindus, who had 
no stomach for a fight. 

2. The doctrine of West Pakistani superiority over the inferior Bengalis: 
The Bengalis of East Pakistan belonged to an inferior class, and 
its leadership were in collusion with the Hindu Indians, and 
therefore not to be trusted. 

3. The doctrine of its indispensability as a strategic ally of the US to the 
exclusion of all other factors: The US, through its defense 
cooperation agreements with Pakistan, would come to Pakistan’s 
aid militarily in the event of any armed conflict with India, even 
after Pakistan had withdrawn from CENTO and SEATO. 
Unfortunately, successive US administrations shied away from 
bluntly telling successive Pakistani regimes the truth; the US 
military cooperation with Pakistan did not, ipso facto, imply in 
any manner that the US would also join on Pakistan’s side in 
the latter’s conflict with India. 
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4. The China card: China, having fought a war with India, and being 

an adversary of the Soviet Union in the rivalry between the two 
for leadership of the Communist world, was Pakistan's natural 
ally. 
Immediately after China normalized relations with India, it sent 
a very clear message to the other South Asian countries: while 
it was not going to abandon them, it was in their interest to 
mend fences with India. The Chinese also made it clear that 
China should not be factored in by any one of them in their 
conflicts or stand-offs with India. Nepal and Bangladesh 
absorbed this friendly advice relatively, quickly, but Pakistan 
either chose to ignore it or completely misread it. 

5. The Iran card: Pakistan had forged strong relations with Iran 
ever since its independence. Its ties with Iran were founded on 
a shared culture, religion and geographical contiguity. Iran also 
had been a co-partner with Pakistan in the US-led CENTO 
alliance, as well as the Regional Cooperation for Development 
(RCD), a tri-partite social and economic alliance between Iran, 
Pakistan and Turkey. 

Iran, too, shares China’s misgivings about provoking outsiders 
to intervene in the region. Iran does not want to be drawn into 
a conflict in South Asia. On the contrary, it views India as a vast 
potential market, conveniently nearby, for selling its oil and gas, 
and as a window to the advanced technology that it yearns for, 
and is irked by Pakistan’s perceived role as a spoiler in its efforts 
to engage India in a pipeline deal. 

6. A belief that the majority of the people of Kashmir want to join Pakistan: 
Pakistan has tenaciously clung on to the belief that the vast 
majority of the people of the Valle 
that it is only India’s intransi 

7. The defence of East Pakistan la 


ven indulged in some shadow-boxing 
eastern borders as it had done 


In 1965, however, the Main thea 
1971, both the Chinese and the 
unity of Pakistan, were critical o 


tre of the war was in the west. In 
Americans while supporting the 
f the Yahya Khan regime's heavy- 
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handedness in addressing an essentially political problem with 
a military solution which left the Pakistan Army’s Eastern 
Command fighting not only the enemy without, but also the 
enemy within: a notional home-base of which the entire people 
was totally hostile to it. 

In totality, this pamphlet adds up to a very perceptive summing 
up of all that has gone wrong with Pakistan in the three score years 
since its foundation. In the preamble to this pamphlet, Ahmad Tariq 
Karim warns that “the selfish corporate mindset of the Pakistan military 
establishment ultimately may lead to a nuclear confrontation with 
India.” 

Karim concludes the pamphlet with a powerful plea made to the 
international community in general and to SAARC in particular to 
deploy measures that would encourage the return of democracy to 
Pakistan as soon as possible. 


22 June, 2012 
Oo 
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Der Nee ta m annen 


Salutations 


NSS a TREN SNE EE OD BEES TES 


teresa a eE coe reg be tee ER 


to a Great Martyr! 


ee ey 


alee is 23rd of June. It is a date the nation must not forget. Exactly 
59 years back, in 1953, on this very day Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee 
passed away in Srinagar in mysterious circumstances. 

In October 1951, Dr. Mookerjee had founded the Bharatiya Jana 
Sangh. He had been elected its first National President. 

In 1952, the Election Commission had organized the First General 
Elections to the Lok Sabha, and the State Assemblies. Dr. Mookerjee 
was elected to the first Lok Sabha from a Calcutta constituency. 

In December 1952, the first All India Session of the Jana Sangh was 
held at Kanpur. It was at this conclave that Dr. Mookerjee gave a call to 
the country for the complete integration of Jammu and Kashmir State 
into the Indian Union. The call was summed up in a powerful slogan: 

Ek desh men Do Vidhan, 
Do Pradhan, 
Do Nishan, 
Nahin Chalenge! 
Nahin Chalenge! 
(Ours is one country; we cannot have 
Two Constitutions 
Two Presidents 
Two Flags) 
The Kanpur session ended with a resolve: to laun 
movement for the full integration of J&K State into 
The movement was preceded by Dr. Mookerjee’s correspondence 
with Prime Minister Pandit Nehru on this issue of J&K’s full integration. 
This was followed up by Dr. Syama Prasad undertaking a 


cha countrywide 
the Union. 
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countrywide tour on this issue. In this tour, he was accompanied by 
Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee. 

I was in Kota, Rajasthan, those days. 

I can never forget meeting these two great stalwarts at the Kota 
Railway Station, when the two were passing through Kota Junction. 

The J&K Government had decreed that any visitor to the State 
would be permitted entry only if he secured a permit from the State 
Government. Dr. Mookerjee felt that this order of the State Government 
was violative of the Indian Constitution. So he decided that he himself 
would lead from the front the movement he had given a call for, by 
defying the entry-permit order. 

Dr. Mookerjee left Delhi for his Kashmir destination on May 8, 
1953 by a passenger train carrying him and his entourage into Punjab. 
Throughout Punjab, it was a sea of humanity that accosted him 
everywhere. 

His last stop was at the border check-post at Madhopur on the 
River Ravi, one of the great five rivers of Punjab, marking the boundary 
between Punjab and J&K. The day of his entry into this State was May 
10, 1953. There was a road bridge across the Ravi. The boundary 
between the two states was supposed to be at the mid-point of this 
Madhopur bridge. 

When the jeep carrying Dr. Mookerjee reached the centre-point of 
the bridge they found a posse of J&K Police blocking the road. The 
Superintendent of Police, Kathua (J&K State) handed Dr. Mookerjee 
an order signed by the Chief Secretary of the State banning Dr. 
Mookerjee’s entry into the State. “But I am determined to go into the 
State”, Dr. Mookerjee declared. 

Thereupon the police officer took out an order of arrest under the 
Public Safety Act, and took Dr. Mookerjee into custody. Vaidya Guru Dutt 
and Tekchand were two colleagues in the group who had been assigned 
the duty of accompanying Dr. Mookerjee when he was arrested. These 
two also courted arrest. 

Dr. Mookerjee then spoke to Atalji and asked him to go back and 
convey to the people of the country that Dr. Mookerjee had defied the 
prohibitory orders, and entered Jammu and Kashmir without a permit, 
though as a prisoner. 

The place at which Dr. Syama Prasad was incarcerated was a small 
house near Nishat Bag far away from Srinagar City. This house was 
converted into a sub-jail. 

On June 23, 1953, the whole country was shocked to learn that 


jef i at his place of detention, Dr. Mookerjee was shift 
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to the State Hospital about ten miles away, where he had breathed his 
last. 

I was at Jaipur that day. I vividly remember how in the early hours 
of June 24 morning, about 4.30 a.m., I was woken up from sleep by the 
loud wailing sounds of someone outside our party office at Chaura Rasta 
(he turned out to be a local newsman), who kept shouting, while 
weeping: “Advaniji, they have killed Dr. Mookerjee”! 

Tathagata Roy is one of our prominent activists of West Bengal. 
He has been at one point of time the President of our State unit there. 
He has lately written “a complete biography” of Dr. Syama Prasad 
Mookerjee. It is to be released next month. We in the BJP owe our 
position in India’s politics to the sacrifices and exertions of thousands 
who have preceded us, and above all to the vision and martyrdom of 
Dr. Mookerjee. 

We had known our great leader closely only during the closing 
years of his life. Tathagata has done a signal service to history and to 
the nationalist cause we are pursuing in politics by doing all the research 
necessary and preparing this volume informing readers about the life 
of this great patriot right from his birth. All kudos to Tathagata Roy. 


TEXT OF LETTER WRITTEN TO PRIME MINISTER 
NEHRU BY SMT. JOGMAYA DEBI, MOTHER OF 
DR. S.P. MOOKERJEE 


77 Asutosh Mookerjee Road 
Calcutta 
4" July, 1953 
Dear Mr. Nehru, 

Your letter dated 30" June was forwarded to me on the 24 of July by Dr. 
Bidhan Chandra Roy. I thank you for your message of condolence and sympathy. 
The nation mourns the passing away of my beloved son. He has died a 
martyr’s death. To me, his mother, the sorrow is too deep and sacred to be 
expressed. | am not writing to you to seek my consolation. But what I do 
demand of you is Justice. My son died in detention — a detention — without 
trial. In your letter, you have tried to impress that Kashmir government had 
done all that should have been done. You base your impression on the assurances 
and information you have received. What is the value, Lask, of such information 
when it comes from persons who themselves should stand a trial? You say, you 
had visited Kashmir during my son’s detention. You speak of the affection you 

had for him. But what prevented you, I wonder, fro 


wha m meeting him there 
personally and satisfying yourself about his health and arrangements? 
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His death ts shrouded in mystery. Is it not most astounding and shocking 
that ever since his detention there, the first information that I, his mother, 
received from the Government of Kashmir was that my son was no more and 
that also at least two hours after the end? And in what a cruel cryptic way the 
message was conveyed! Even the telegram from my son that he had been 
removed to the Hospital reached us here after the tragic news of his death. 
There is definite information that my son had not been keeping well practically 

from the beginning of his detention. He had been positively ill a number of 
times and for successive periods. Why did not, Lask, the Government of Kashmir 
or your Government send any information whatsoever to me and my family? 

Even when he was removed to the Hospital they did not think it necessary 
to immediately intimate us or Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy. It is also evident that 
the Kashmir Government had never cared to acquaint itself with the previous 
history of Syamaprasad’s health and provide for nursing arrangements and 
emergent medical attendance in case of need. Even his repeated attacks of illness 
were not taken as a warning. The result was disastrous. I have positive evidence 
to prove that he had, to quote his own words, a “sinking feeling” on the morning 
of 22nd June. And what did the Government do? The inordinate delay in getting 
any medical assistance, his removal to the Hospital in most injudicious manner, 
the refusal to allow even his two co-detenus to be by his side in the Hospital are 
some glaring instances of the heartless conduct of the authorities concerned. 

The responsibility of the government and their own doctors cannot be in 
any way evaded or lightened by some stray quotations from Syama Prasad’s 
letters chosen at random, that he was keeping well. What is the value of such 
quotations? Does anybody seriously expect that he — of all persons — and that 
while in detention far away from his dear and near ones — would ventilate his 
grievances through letters or diagnose his own malady? The responsibility of 
the Government was immense and serious. 

I charge them that they had utterly neglected and failed to discharge this 
bounden duty. You speak of the comforts and amenities given to dear Syama 
Prasad in detention. It is a matter to be enquired into. The Kashmir Government 
had not even the courtesy to allow free flow of family correspondence. Letters 
were held up, and some mysteriously disappeared. His anxiety for home news, 
particularly of his ailing daughter and my poor self, was distressing. Will you be 
astonished to learn that on the 27th June last, we received here his letters dated 
15th June, despatched by the Kashmir Government in a packet on the 24th June, 
that is, a day after sending his dead body? That packet also brought back to us 
the letters addressed by myself and others here to Syama Prasad which had reached 
Srinagar on the 11th and 16th June, but had never been delivered to him. It was 
a case of mental torture. He had been repeatedly asking for sufficient space for 


walking. He was feeling ill for want of it. But he was persistently refused. Is not 
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this a method of physical torture too? Iam filled with surprise and shame to be 
told by you “that he was being kept not in any prison but in a private villa on the 
famous Dal Lake in Srinagar.” Strictly confined in a small bungalow with a 
little compound, guarded day and night by a body of armed guards — such was 
the life that he was leading. Is it seriously maintained that a golden cage should 
make a prisoner happy? I shudder to hear such desperate propaganda. I do not 
know what medical treatment and assistance had been given to him. The official 
reports, I am told, are self-contradictory. Eminent physicians have expressed 
their views that it was, in the least, a case of gross negligence. The matter requires 
a thorough and impartial enquiry. 

I do not bewail here the death of my beloved son. A fearless son of 
Free India has met his death while in detention without trial under 
most tragic and mysterious circumstances. I, the mother of the great 
departed, demand that an absolutely impartial and open enquiry by 
independent and competent persons be held without delay. I know 
nothing can bring back to us the life that is no more. But what I do 
want is that the people of India must judge for themselves the real 
causes of this great tragedy enacted in a free country and the part that 
was played by your Government. 

If a wrong has been done anywhere, by any person — however high 
he may be — let justice take its course and let the people be cautious so 
that no mother in Free India has again to shed tears with the same 
agony and grief that has befallen me. 

You are good enough to tell me not to hesitate to inform you about 
any service that you may render to me. Here is th 
behalf and on behalf of the mothers 
to allow Truth to see the Light. 

Before I close my letter 1 would refer to one very important fact. Syama 
Prasad’s personal diary and his other manuscript writings were not returned 
by the Kashmir Government along with his other belongings. Copies of 
correspondence between Bakshi Ghulam Mohammed and my eldest son, 
Ramaprasad, are enclosed herein, I shall be deeply grateful if you could recover 


the diary and the manuscripts from the Kashmir Government. They must be 
with them. 


e demand on my own 
of India. May God give you courage 


With my blessings, 
Yours in grief, 
Sd/- 

Jogmaya Debi 

23 June, 2012 

0 
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ESSER PE EE ST I ES EDS 


The Fourteenth Presidential Poll 


ext month, the country’s present Rashtrapati, Smt. Pratibha 

Devisingh Patil, will be demitting office, and a new Rashtrapati 
will take over. According to the election schedule announced by the 
Election Commission, the polling for this supreme office is to take place 
on Thursday, July 19. This will be free India’s Fourteenth Presidential 
Election. 

The Constituent Assembly formally adopted the Constitution in 
1950. The First General Elections to Parliament and the State Assemblies 
were held in 1952. The first Presidential election also was held the same 
year. 

The subsequent twelve elections were held in: 1957, 1962, 1967, 
1969, 1974, 1977, 1982, 1987, 1992, 1997, 2002 and 2007. 

The Rashtrapatis elected in different elections were as follows: 

In political circles, it is fashionable these days to raise the question: 

Should not an election to this high constitutional office be a 

unanimous election, based on a consensual agreement arrived at 

between government and the Opposition? This question is often 
hurled at us in the BJP as if by deciding to support Shri Sangma 
sponsored by two eminent Chief Ministers against Congress’ 

Pranab Mukherji, we are doing something improper. I hold that 

the answer to this question depends entirely on the attitude of the 

ruling party. 

When within minutes of Soniaji announcing the name of Shri 
Pranab Mukherjee, the P.M. phoned me to tell me that the U.P.A.’s 
candidate would be Pranab and requested for our support; my comment 
was: “You are now only informing us. Would it not have been better if 
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you had consulted the Opposition before making the announcement?” 
His reaction was: “Well, it is never too late to mend.” 

Shortly thereafter I received yet another phone call: from Pranab 
Da himself. He conveyed that he had been nominated. But he did not 
ask for support. He just reminisced about how since 1970 we had been 
together in Parliament, sharing bonds of mutual esteem and affection. 
“You may have forgotten”, he said, “but I do recall how on the day I 
retired from the Rajya Sabha you insisted on the two of us having lunch 
together in the Central Hall.” I well remember how warm and cordial 
our interaction was not just for that day, but has been for all these years. 

Let me put on record, as a matter of fact, that out of the 13 elections 
held till now, it was on only one single occasion, namely that of 1977, 
held after the country had gone through the traumatic experience of 
the Emergency, that Janata Party’s (ruling party) Presidential nominee, 

Shri Neelam Sanjiva Reddy, was elected unopposed! In all other cases 
there was an election — even where the ruling party’s candidate was of 
the stature and eminence of Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Dr. Radhakrishnan 
or Dr. Zakir Hussain. 

Under the Constitution of India, the President is to be elected by 
an electoral college consisting of elected members of both Houses of 
Parliament and elected members of all State Assemblies (in this case, 
the Assemblies of Union Territories like Delhi and Puducherry are also 
included), 

A special procedure is prescribed by the Constitution to achieve, 
as far as practicable, uniformity in the scale of representation of different 
states. As a result of this procedure, the value of an MP’s vote is 708, 
whereas the value of an MLA’s vote varies from state to state, from a 
value of just 7 in Sikkim to a value of as much as 208 in U.P. 

For several decades since independence, the Congress Party’s vote 
share in the Electoral college was so overwhelming that I presume that 
they never even thought of consulting the opposition. 

In contrast, when in 2002, the NDA as the ruling coalition thought 
of putting up Dr. Kalam as its candidate for Presidentship, Shri Vajpayee 
spoke to Soniaji and Mulayam Singh and brought them on board to 
support the NDA candidate. It was the left front, however, that chose 
to putup Smt. Lakshmi Sahgal against our nominee. Smt. Sahgal secured 
around one lakh votes as against over nine lakhs polled by Dr. Kalam. 

Out of all the thirteen Presidential Elections held till now, I regard 
the 1969 election as the oddest. 
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In 1969, the Parliamentary Board of the Congress Party decided 
that the party’s official candidate for Presidentship would be Shri 
Neelam Sanjiva Reddy. But I regard it as the oddest election in history 
because the Congress Party's official candidate was defeated by the 
“conscience vote” call given by Congress President and Prime Minister 
Smt. Indira Gandhi herself who put up Independent Shri V.V. Giri 
against Congress candidate Shri Reddy. 

It was this election which Shri Ramgopal Yadav, a front ranking 
spokesman of the Samajwadi Party talked about when his party’s leader 
Mulayam Singh was accused of unethical behaviour, just for suggesting, 
along with Mamtaji, the name of Dr. Manmohan Singh, as the country’s 
President. A Cabinet Minister of the UPA Government questioned 
Mulayam Singh about this and described his proposal as “unethical”. 
Ramgopal reacted angrily and said that a party which in 1969 defeated 
its own official candidate had no right to be sermonising to us about 
ethics. 


Tailpiece 

I recall commenting on Smt. Gandhi's conscience vote call at that 
time with a phraseology I had picked up from British Parliamentary 
history where ‘conscience vote’ is a well-accepted practice in legislative 
parlance. I remarked that conscience vote in the singular is a virtue, 
but conscience vote in the plural is a conspiracy! 


25 June, 2012 
Oo 
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Some Memories of Earlier Presidential Elections 


y last blog was about the Fourteenth Presidential Election. The 

two principal contestants in this poll, the government's nominee, 
Pranab Mukherji, and the Opposition’s nominee, Purno Sangma, have 
filed their nominations last week. 

Tracing briefly the history of the earlier elections, I had pointed 
out that in all the earlier thirteen elections, the only occasion when the 
President was elected unopposed was in 1977. 

I am reminiscing in this blog about 1977, a year that came in the 
wake of a 19-month Emergency, an Emergency during which the nation 
had experienced ruthless suppression of civil liberties not seen even 
during British rule. 

It was also the first time since independence that the Congress 
Party had lost power in New Delhi. The debacle suffered by the 
Congress Party in the Lok Sabha election of 1977 was totally 
unprecedented. The voters were so angry with the Emergency excesses 
that in large areas of North India the Congress drew a complete blank. 

In Punjab (13 seats), Haryana (9), Himachal (4), Delhi (7), 
Chandigarh (1), Uttar Pradesh (85) and Bihar (54), out of a total of 173 
Lok Sabha seats, the Congress got nota single seat! In Madhya Pradesh 
(38) and Rajasthan (25) out of 63 seats, the Congress secured just 2 (one 
each in these two major states). 

That was also the first time that we of the Jana Sangh became 
ministers in the Union Government. This government was headed by 
Shri Morarjibhai Desai. 

Around the 26th of June 1975, the da 


on which the Emergency 
was clamped on the country, Atalji and Iha 


d gone to Bangalore to attend 
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the meeting of a Parliamentary Committee considering the Anti- 
Defection law. 

While thousands were arrested on 25/26 June night (and these 
included Loknayak Jaya Prakash Narain, Shri Morarji Desai and Shri 
Chandra Shekhar), Atalji, Madhu Dandavateji, Shyam Nandanji Mishra 
and I who had come to Bangalore for this Parliamentary Committee 
meeting were arrested in Bangalore on 26th June morning. 

Except for two and a half months in the earlier months of the 
Emergency when we were transferred to Rohtak, in Haryana, we spent 
most of our period of detention in the Bangalore Central Jail. 

As detenus in Bangalore, we had as our counsel Shri Rama Jois 
and Shri Santosh Hegde (both of whom later became Chief Justices of 
High Courts). Later on, when our formal Habeas Corpus petitions were 
taken up for consideration by the Karnataka High Court we had the 
honour to be represented by such eminent legal luminaries as Shri M.C. 
Chagla, Shri Shanti Bhushan and Shri Venugopal. 

As a journalist working in the Organiser I had been interacting a 
lot with senior political leaders like Morarjibhai, Chandra Shekharji 
and Dr. Lohia even before coming to Parliament which was only in 
1970. So, when Shri Desai chose to include me in his Cabinet and 
entrusted me the Information and Broadcasting portfolio, he would 
often discuss with me informally issues not related to my official 
responsibility. 

I recall Morarjibhai once asking me during the very early days of 
his government: “Who do you think should be the new Rashtrapati of 
the country?” 

When Morarji Bhai sought my opinion about who should be the 
country’s President, I had by then become so much at home in Bangalore 
that my natural response to the Prime Minister was: Why not Justice 
Shri K.S. Hegde, whom Smt. Gandhi had had superseded by a junior 
judge, Justice Shri A.N. Ray? It was Shri Ray who had been Chief Justice 
when the Supreme Court quashed the verdicts of numerous High 
Courts in favour of MISA detenus. Justice Shri H.R. Khanna was the 
only dissenting judge on the Supreme Court Bench. 

I well remember Morarji Bhai was in agreement with my opinion. 
But he said that Sanjiva Reddy strongly feels that in 1969 even though 
he had been chosen the official candidate by the Congress Parliamentary 
Board, he had been cheated of Presidentship by the Congress’ own 
leader and Prime Minister who felt no qualms backing an independent, 
Shri V.V. Giri. I could see that there was justification in Morarji Bhai’s 
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stand. It was thus that Shri Reddy became Rashtrapati and Justice Hegde 
became Lok Sabha Speaker. 
K ok ok 

Most of the earlier presidential elections took place while the 
parliament session was on. 

I remember a meeting of all opposition party representatives 
convened during the Sixth Presidential Election of 1974 to discuss and 
decide who could be an agreed opposition candidate against Congress’ 
Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed. I represented the Jana Sangh at this meeting. 
After a brief discussion, the name of Shri Tridib Chaudhuri of the 
Revolutionary Socialist Party was agreed upon. 

I recall accompanying Tridibji to Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and 
Uttar Pradesh where the Jana Sangh had a sizable block of MLAs. 
Travelling together on train to these states, Tridibji said to me that while 
his other leftist colleagues were generally hostile to the RSS, and so to 
the Jana Sangh as well, he had always held RSS in high esteem. As a 
schoolboy, he had often seen Dr. Hedgewar come to Calcutta to attend 
meetings of the Anushilan Samiti, an underground revolutionary body 
preparing ground against the Britishers. Interactions of this kind have 
proved very useful to educate our party colleagues that patriotism can 
be a powerful bond to bring together even ideologically disparate 
elements. 

The Seventh Election was that of 1977 in 


which because of its post- 
Emergency 


demoralization, the Congress did not even put up a 
candidate, so that Sanjiva Reddy was elected unopposed. 

The approach Jana Sangh adopted when deciding on an agreed 
Opposition candidate for President in 1974 was repeated in 1982 as well. 

At the preliminary meeting of Opposition party representatives, it 
was suggested: let us think of a senior parliamentarian who may be 
put up against Congress Party’s Giani Zail Singh. When some one 
mentioned Shri Hiren Mookerji, I was the first to endorse it immediately. 

It had always been my view as an Occasional visitor to the press 
gallery of Parliament that the two most outstanding orators in the First 
Lok Sabha (1952-57) were the two Mukherjis — Syama Prasad and Hiren. 
Both respected each other, I knew. 


At this meeting, thus, Shri Hiren Mookherji’s name was 
unanimously decided. 


_ Two days later, however, CPI representatives reported back that 
Hiren Da's name was somehow missing in the electoral roll, and so a 
fresh opposition meeting had become necessary to select a new name. 
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The meeting solicited was duly held. It was at this second meeting 
that I suggested Justice H.R. Khanna’s name. Again, the name was 
readily accepted. 


Tailpiece 

Justice Khanna passed away on 25 February 2008, at 
the age of 95. In its editorial after he delivered his |) 
landmark judgment, The New York Times had written: “If 
India ever finds its way back to the freedom and 
democracy that were proud hallmarks of its first 18 years 
as an independent nation, someone will surely erecta Justice 
monument of Justice H.R. Khanna of the Supreme Court.” H.R. Khanna 


2 July, 2012 
Oo 
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If Saudis can surrender Abu Jundal, 
Why can’t Pak hand over Dawood Ibrahim? 


sarertumaeare 


Aa 


aT 


A distinguished visitor to New Delhi last week was Jalil Abbas Jilani, 
Foreign Secretary of Pakistan. He had earlier worked in the 
Pakistan High Commission in New Delhi and was Deputy Head of the 
Mission here. Mr. Jilani came to meet me at my residence along with 
several other Pakistani officials including the newly arrived Pakistan 
High Commissioner Salman Bashir. The Pak officials were at my place 
for nearly an hour and there was a free and frank discussion with regard 
to several issues concerning Indo-Pak relations. 

The Pakistani Foreign Secretary was all praise for the NDA 
Government's earnest efforts to restore normalcy and goodwill between 
India and Pakistan. I said to him that for us the greatest regret has been 
that the joint statement issued by Gen. Musharraf and Shri A.B. Vajpayee 
at Islamabad after the SAARC Conference affirming that Pakistan would 
not allow any part of its country or any area under its control to be 


used for terrorist operations against India has not been sincerely 
followed up. 


Today, I said to him, 


is that while Pakistan is taking 
head on terrorist groups such as Tahreik-e-Taliban-e-Pakistan (TTP), 


which has been targeting Pakistan, it continues to provide assistance 
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to groups like Lashkar-e-Toiba (LET) and Hizbul Mujahideen (H.M.) 
whose target is India. 

An even more distressing aspect of continuing Indo-Pak tension 
on the issue of terrorism is the safe haven Pakistan still provides to 
declared terrorists and absconders like Dawood Ibrahim. If taking a 
cue from Saudi Arabia, Pakistan can hand over Dawood Ibrahim to 
India, it can overnight change public perception in India about Pakistan. 


On January 11, 2011, MJ. Akbar’s brilliant book on Pakistan titled 
Tinderbox was released in New Delhi. Presently, the author has left for 
a short trip to the U.S. for a book tour of the country to coincide with 
the release of the American edition of Tinderbox. 

I remember that on the very day this book was released in India 
last year, a ghastly murder took place in Pakistan. Salman Taseer, 
Governor of Pakistan’s most populous state, Punjab, was assassinated 
by a member of his personal security detail. Taseer had invited the 
fanatic’s wrath because of his outspoken defence of a Christian woman, 
Aasia Bibi, at that point of time facing a death penalty on charges of 
blasphemy. The Punjab Governor had been boldly advocating repeal 
of blasphemy laws. 

In his introduction to the book, Akbar wrote: 
Muslims of British India had opted for a separate homeland in 1947, 
destroying the possibility of a secular India in which Hindus and Muslims 
would coexist, because they believed that they would be physically safe, 
and their religion secure, ina new nation called Pakistan. Instead, within 
six decades, Pakistan had become one of the most violent nations on earth, 
not because Hindus were killing Muslims, but because Muslims were 
killing Muslims. 

In his very brief speech that day, MJ. Akbar referred to the grim 
tragedy that had occurred in Lahore that very day, and affirmed: 

If Salman Taseer had been in India, he would not have died! 

ok K K 

Last week, the media carried some select news items based on a 
book of memoirs titled Turning Points, written by former Rashtrapati 
Dr. Kalam. I was surprised to find reports supposed to be based on the 
book about Gujarat in which Vajpayeeji was being found fault with for 
trying to protect the Narendra Modi Government. Dr. Kalam’s book 
has not been released as yet. But I have been able to procure Chapter 
Nine of this book captioned “My Visit to Gujarat”. Dr. Kalam says that 

CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


104 | L.K. ADVANI 


his visit to Gujarat in August 2002 was his “first major task” after taking 
over as President. He adds: 
“As no president had ever visited an area under such circumstances, 
many questioned the necessity of my visit to the state at this 
juncture. At the ministry and bureaucratic level, it was suggested 
that I should not venture into Gujarat at that point of time. One of 
the main reasons was political. However, I made up my mind that 
I would go and Rashtrapati Bhavan was in full swing to make this 
my first visit as President. Vajpayee asked me only one question, 
‘Do you consider going to Gujarat at this time essential?’ I told the 
PM, ‘I consider it an important duty so that I can be of some use to 
remove the pain, and also accelerate the relief activities, and bring 
about a unity of minds, which is my mission, as I stressed in my 
address during the swearing-in-ceremony’.” 
What Dr. Kalam goes on to add after this is even more significant. 
He writes: 
“Many apprehensions were expressed, among them that my visit 
might be boycotted by the chief minister, that I would receive a 
cold reception and that there would be agitations from many sides. 
But, to my great surprise when I landed at Gandhinagar, not only 
the Chief Minister, but his whole cabinet colleagues and a large 
number of legislative members and administrators including the 
public were present at the airport. I visited twelve areas — three 
relief camps and nine riot-hit locations where losses were high. 


visit. In one way, this helped me, wherever I went, the type of 
petitions and complaints and as he was with me I was able to 
suggest to him that actions be taken as quickly as possible.” 


pace deere 
you consider going to Gujarat at this time essential” as the P.M. wanting 
to stop the President from going to Gujarat? Dr. Kalam has also referred 


8 July, 2012 
Oo 
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Outstanding U.S. Historian Calls British Rule 
in India Greatest Crime in All History 


was a school boy in Karachi when I first heard the name of Katherine 

Mayo, notorious author of a viciously anti-India book, titled Mother 

India. Mahatma Gandhi had condemned the book as a “gutter 
inspector’s report”! 

Mayo was an American journalist who wrote this book around 
1927, stoutly defending British Rule in India. She also vehemently 
attacked Hindu society, religion and culture. 

About the same time, I heard of two other American authors who 
had written almost as passionately in favour of India and against the 
Britishers. The first of these, Will Durant, had the reputation of being 
one of the world’s greatest historians, and philosophers. The other was 
a Church leader, Rev. Jabez Thomas Sunderland. 

Will Durant’s lifetime achievement is his eleven volume series The 
Story of Civilisation a monumental set of volumes written in collaboration 
with his wife Ariel. Will and Ariel were awarded the Pulitzer Prize for 
General Non-fiction in 1968. 

Will Durant’s other largely popular work, The Story of Philosophy, 


brought philosophy to the lay person. 

On his first visit to India in 1896, Sunderland met Justice Mahadev 
Govind Ranade and Bengali Nationalist Surendra Nath Bannerji. He 
was the first American to attend an annual session of the Indian National 
Congress. 

I recall reading around 1945 a very powerful book of his, India in 
Bondage. Gandhiji and Rabindranath Tagore wrote to him letters of 


gratitudeckhahaphawaukennsd aindia by the British.Govemment. 
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Not many may be aware that when the British came to India in the 
eighteenth century this country was politically weak but economically 
very wealthy. 

This wealth, wrote Sunderland in the above book, was created by 

the Hindus’ vast and varied industries. 

India was a far greater industrial and manufacturing nation 
than any in Europe or than any other in Asia. Her textile goods — 
the fine products of her looms, in cotton, wool, linen and silk - 
were famous over the civilized world; so were her exquisite 
jewellery and her precious stones cut in every lovely form; so were 
her pottery, porcelains, ceramics of every kind, quality, color and 
beautiful shape; so were her fine works in metal — iron, steel, silver 
and good. She had great architecture — equal in beauty to any in 
the world. She had great engineering works. She had great 
merchants, great businessmen, great bankers and financiers. Not 
only was she the greatest ship-building nation, but she had great 
commerce and trade by land and sea which extended to all known 
civilized countries. Such was the India which the British found 
when they came. 

Kk OK 

I have, however, come upon lately a short book written by William 
Durant in 1930 titled The Case for India, but which had been out of print 
for many decades. Strand Book Stall of Mumbai and its Founder T.N. 
Shanbagh have done signal service to history by procuring a photo 

copy of Durant’s book from Mohandas Pai of Infosys and having it 
republished in 2007. 
In his introductory note to his The Case for India, Durant writes: 
“I went to India to help myself visualize a people whose cultural 
history I had been studying for The Story of Civilisation... 

“But I saw such things in India as made me feel that study 
and writing were frivolous things in the presence of a people — 
one-fifth of the human race — suffering poverty and oppression 
bitterer than any to be found elsewhere on the earth. I was horrified. 
Thad not thought it possible that any government could allow its 
subjects to sink to such misery. 

“I came away resolved to study living India as well as the India 
with the brilliant past; to learn more of this unique Revolution 
that fought with suffering accepted but never returned; to read 
the Gandhi of today as well as the Buddha of long ago. And the 
more I read the more I was filled with astonishment and 
indignation at the apparently conscious and deliberate bleeding 
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of India by England throughout a hundred and fifty years. I began 

to feel that I had come upon the greatest crime in all history.” 

(Emphasis added) 

Durant refers extensively to Sunderland’s writings and says that 
“those who have seen the unspeakable poverty and physiological 
weakness of the Hindus today will hardly believe that it was the wealth 
of eighteenth century India which attracted the commercial pirates of 
England and France”. 

It was this wealth that the East India Company proposed to 
appropriate, Durant says. Already in 1686 the East India Company's 
Directors declared their intention to “establish...a large, well-grounded, 
sure English dominion in India for all time to come”. 

In 1757, Robert Clive defeated the Raja of Bengal at Plassey and 
declared his Company the owner of the richest province in India. Durant 
adds: Clive added further territory by forging and violating treaties, 
by playing one native prince against another, and by generous bribes 
given and received. Four million dollars were sent down the river to 
Calcutta in one shipment. He accepted “presents” amounting to 
$ 1,170,000 from Hindu rulers dependent upon his favour and his guns, 
pocketed from them, in addition, an annual tribute of $ 140,000; took to 
opium, was investigated and exonerated by Parliament, and killed 
himself. “When I think”, he said, “of the marvelous riches of that country, 
and the comparatively small part which I took away, I am astonished 
at my own moderation”. Such were the morals of the men who proposed 
to bring civilization to India. 

India-analysts often talk very disparagingly about India’s caste- 
system. Will Durant, however, used the casteist metaphor to 
substantiate his condemnation of British dominion over India as the 
greatest crime in all history. 

Under sub-heading The Caste System in India, Durant writes: 

“The present caste system in India consists of four classes: the real 

Brahmans, i.e. the British bureaucracy; the real Kshatriyas, i.e. the 

British army; the real Vaisyas, i.e. the British traders; and the real 

Sudras and Untouchables, i.e. the Hindu people.” 

After dealing with the first three castes, the author writes: 

“The final element in the real caste system of India is the social 

treatment of the Hindus by the British. The latter may be genial 

Englishmen when they arrive, gentlemen famous as lovers of fair 

play; but they are soon turned, by the example of their leaders and 

the poison of irresponsible power, into the most arrogant and over- 
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bearing bureaucracy on earth. ‘Nothing can be more striking,’ said 
a report to Parliament, in 1830, ‘than the scorn with which the 
people have been practically treated at the hands of even those 
who were actuated by the most benevolent motives’. Sunderland 
reports that the British treat the Hindus as strangers and foreigners 
in India, in a manner ‘quite as unsympathetic, harsh and abusive 
as was ever seen among the Georgia and Louisiana planters in the 
old days of American slavery”. 

Durant then quotes Gandhiji saying that the foreign system under 
which India was governed had reduced Indians to “pauperism and 
emasculation”. 

Durant comments: “As early as 1783 Edmund Burke predicted that 
the annual drain of Indian resources to England without equivalent 
return would eventually destroy India. From Plassey to Waterloo, fifty- 
seven years, the drain of India’s wealth to England is computed by 
Brooks Adams at two-and-a-half to five billion dollars. Macaulay 
suggested long ago, that it was this stolen wealth from India which 
supplied England with free capital for the development of mechanical 
inventions, and so made possible the Industrial Revolution.” 

Will Durant wrote his book The Case for India in 1930. When some 
time later the book was noticed by Rabindranath Tagore, he wrote an 
article in the Modern Review of March, 1931 warmly complimenting Will 
Durant, Tagore observed: “I was surprised when I noticed in Will 
Durant’s book a poignant note of pain at the suffering and indignity of 
the people who are not his kindred. I know that the author will have a 
small chance of reward in popularity from his readers and his book 
may even run the risk of being proscribed to us, not having the 
indecency to deal with an unwholesome calumny against the people 
who are already humiliated by their own evil fortune. But he, I am 
sure, has his noble compensation in upholding the best tradition of the 
West in its championship of freedom and fair play.” 


Tailpiece 

William Durant and Ariel Durant shared a love story as remarkable 
as their scholarship. In October 1981, William fell ill, and was taken to 
the hospital. After he was hospitalized, Ariel stopped eating. On October 


25, she died. When William learnt that Ariel had died, he passed away 
on November 7. 


15 July, 2012 
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~ How Britain Promoted Opium in India 


RRR AT a LE OOS a | 


(= Krish Seth, a close friend, and former Governor of Chhattisgarh 
has written to me a brief note commenting on my blog of last 
Sunday, July 15, based on Will Durant’s book A Case for India. 

Seth writes: 

The blog is an eye-opener. Iam confident our present generation is totally 

unaware of these facts. At best they know that once upon a time India was 

SONEY KI CHIDIYA and nothing else. Even our textbooks in schools 

have never brought out these facts. 

Great effort to put it so simply. 
—Gen. Seth 

My blog gives only a glimpse of the painstaking work done by the 
great historian. The book is replete with facts which convincingly prove 
Durant’s verdict that the treatment meted out to India by the British 
imperialists is the “greatest crime in all history.” While I strongly 
commend the entire book to those who read this blog of mine I would 
like to share with my regular readers yet another glimpse of this 
wonderful book. 

Today, it is universally acknowledged that the two basic 
touchstones to judge a country’s conditions are its performance in the 
field of education and healthcare. Judged by these two criteria, the world 
had always criticised governments who neglected these two spheres. 
But Will Durant shows how the British rulers in India deliberately and 
systematically, destroyed whatever wholesome existed. A Case for India 
has a chapter titled, “Social Destruction”. In this, Will Durant writes: 

When the British came there was throughout India, a system of 

communal schools managed by the village communities. The 
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agents of the East India Company destroyed these village 

communities... 

There are now (100 years later) in India 730,000 villages and 
only 162,015 primary schools. Only 7% of the boys and 142% of the 
girls receive schooling i.e. 4% of the whole. 

In 1911, a Hindu representative, Gokhale, introduced a bill for 
universal compulsory education in India. It was defeated by the British 
and government appointed members. In 1916, Patel introduced a similar 
bill, which was defeated by the British and government appointed 
members. 

What follows is even more shocking. Durant says: 
Instead of encouraging education, the government encouraged 
drink. When the British came, India was a sober nation. “The 
temperance of the people,” said Warren Hastings, “is 
demonstrated in the simplicity of their food and their total 
abstinence from spirituous liquors and other substances of 
intoxication.” 

With the first trading posts established by the British, saloons 
were opened for the sale of rum, and the East India Company 
made handsome profits from the trade. When the Crown took 
over India it depended on the saloons for a large parts of its 
revenue; the license system was so arranged as to stimulate 
drinking and sales. 

The Government revenue from such licenses has increased 
seven-fold in the last forty years; in 1922 it stood at $60,000,000 
annually — three times the appropriation for schools and 
universities. 


Referring to Katherine Mayo’s malicious book against India, Mother 
India, Will Durant writes: 

Miss Mayo tells us that Hindu mothers feed opium to their children; 

and she concludes that India is not fit for Home Rule. 

What she says is true; what she does not say makes what she 
says worse than a straight-forward lie. 

She does not tell us (though she must have known) that women 
drug their children because the mothers must abandon them every 
day to go to work in the factories. 

She does not tell us that the opium is grown only by the 
government, and is sold exclusively by the government; that its 
sale, like the sale of drink through saloons, is carried on despite 
the protest of the Nationalist Congress, the Industrial and Social 
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Conferences, the Provincial Conferences, the Brahmo Somaj, the 
Arya Somaj, the Mohammedans and the Christians, that there are 
seven thousand opium shops in India, operated by the British 
Government, in the most conspicuous places in every town, that 
the Central Legislature in 1921 passed a bill prohibiting the growth 
or sale of opium in India, and that the government refused to act 
upon it; that from two to four hundred thousand acres of India’s 
soil, sorely needed for the raising of food, are given over to the 
growing of opium, and that the sale of the drug brings to the 
government one-ninth of its total revenue every year. 

The concluding paragraph of this chapter quotes an excerpt 
of Lord Macaulay's speech in the House of Commons, delivered 
on July 10, 1833 (this means nearly one hundred years before this 
book was written). 

Durant quotes Lord Macaulay saying: 

It was...the practice of the miserable tyrants whom we found in 
India, that when they dreaded the capacity and spirit of some 
distinguished subjects, and yet could not venture to murder him, 
to administer to him daily dose of the pousta, a preparation of 
opium, the effect of which was in a few months to destroy all the 
bodily and mental powers of the wretch who was drugged with it, 
and turn him into a helpless idiot. That detestable artifice, more 
horrible than assassination itself, was worthy of those who 
employed it. It is no model for the English nation. We shall never 
consent to administer the pousta to a whole community, to stupefy 
and paralyze a great people. 


18 July, 2012 
m 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


Wp Ree oe SLE 


29 


Trust between Ulswand Pakistan 
Lies in a Shambles 


LT A a A SA STINTS 


ast week, M.J. Akbar presented to me the American Edition of his 
book Tinderbox which was released in the U.S.A. earlier this month. 

After the release of this book in January 2011 in New Delhi, I had 
described the book as a brilliant book. That book, sub-titled The Past 
and Future of Pakistan had fourteen chapters. The American edition has 
added one more, titled Dark Side of the moon. As expected, this chapter 
focuses on U.S.-Pakistan relations, right from the time of Pakistan's 
formation till today. 

Insofar as U.S.-Pak relations are concerned, the most outstanding 
event of recent years has been the tracking down by U.S. Navy seals at 
Abbottabad of Osama bin Laden, the principal perpetrator of the 9/11 
outrage, who had succeeded in eluding Washington’s all-pervasive 
intelligence for a full one decade. 

The additional chapter naturally begins with a reference to General 
James Abbott who passed away in 1896 and after whom, Abbottabad 
was named. M.J. notes that the cantonment town’s current 
pronounciation is ‘Abtabad,’ with a syllable clipped off to make it sound 
more local. 

Akbar's book traces in detail the careful preparations made by 
Jinnah and his colleagues like Liaquat Ali Khan to build such cordiality 
with Washington as to develop in the U.S. a natural inclination to extend 
arms assistance to Pakistan. A month after Pakistan was born, an 
American journalist Margaret Bourke-White asked Jinnah “whether 
he hoped to enlist technical or financial assistance from America”, 
Jinnah’s answer was forthright — “America needs Pakistan more than 
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Pakistan needs America. Pakistan is the pivot of the world, as we are 
placed — the frontier on which the future of the world revolves.” 

Akbar adds: “Then, she (Margaret) writes, Jinnah ‘leaned towards 
me, dropping his voice to a confidential note. Russia is not so far away.’ 
This conversation, according to this book, only indicated (Jinnah’s) 
sharp comprehension of the emerging contours of the Cold War much 
before it had become either very cold or a war.” 

About the bin Laden episode, the American edition of Akbar’s book 
leaves no doubt in any one’s mind that Pakistan Government as well as 
ISI were fully involved in providing bin Laden his hiding place. 

America’s search for Osama bin Laden began even before the 9/11 
terrorist attack on the U.S. Akbar writes: America began applying 
pressure, through Pakistan and Saudi Arabia, to get bin Laden after 
the Al-Qaeda attack on American embassies in East Africa in 1998. 

“There will be as many variations as there are books about where and how 
Osama survived in the decade preceding his death in May 2011, but this much 
is evident: he lived in the border regions of Afghanistan and Pakistan before 
settling down in Abbottabad. The ISI kept track, but chose to keep its 
information to itself.” 

This chapter devotes quite some space to the Lashkar’s eight 
declared objectives and ISI’s total support to LET and its attack on 
Mumbai in November 2008. Akbar writes: 

“Lashkar had eight declared objectives, among them: to end 
persecution of Muslims, avenge the killing of any Muslim, defend 
Muslim states, recapture Muslim land and, curiously impose jizya 
or the poll tax, on non-Muslims under Muslim suzerainty. This 
suited the ISI, which hoped to use Lashkar and others of the same 
ilk to repeat in Kashmir what they had achieved in Afghanistan. It 
was believed that the Indian Army would be a pushover compared 
to the mighty Soviet phalanx.” 

“The ISI began to invest heavily in Lashkar in the belief that it 
would be more amenable to its aims in Kashmir. For Lashkar, Kashmir 
was not just another territorial war between nations but an epic 
confrontation between idolaters and iconoclasts that had begun from 
the time of Prophet Muhammad. A particularly blissful paradise, 
therefore, would be a martyr’s reward for killing Hindus. Moreover, 
Kashmir once taken would serve as the base for the reconquest of India.” 


Later, Akbar says: 
“When America put Hea 
he was on India’s most wante 
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America’s enemy as India’s. America has long recognized the 
double game played by elements within the Pak establishment in 
the Afpak wars, but has been forced by the larger need for an 
alliance with Pakistan to calibrate its reaction. It required the 
traumatic discovery of Osama bin Laden in Abbottabad for the 
full shock of betrayal to be felt not only in Washington but also 
across American streets.” 

M.J. comments, “There will be many theories about who knew 
what, and when, but there is enough to surmise that mistrust between 
Washington and Islamabad was total over Geronima.” 

I hold that, this new chapter added to Tinderbox’s latest edition 
provides to its readers a host of details about the May first operation in 
Abbottabad, and which fully endorse Akbar’s conclusion, that the 


earlier trust that subsisted between U.S. and Pakistan now lies in a 
shambles. 


Tailpiece 

Believe it or not according to the Canadian Press, it was a Pakistani 
doctor by name Dr. Shakil Afridi who helped America hunt down 
Osama bin Laden. 

Dr. Afridi has been charged with treason, and sentenced to 33 years 
in prison by a Pakistani court. This event has further intensified the 
breakdown of trust between Washington and Islamabad. 

Republican Senator John McCain and Democratic Senator Carl 
Levin in a joint statement have said: “It is shocking and outrageous 
that Dr. Afridi who has assisted the U.S. in the search for bin Laden has 
been sentenced to 33 years of prison. What Afridi did was a courageous 
heroic and patriotic act, which helped to locate the most wanted terrorist 
in the world — a mass murderer who has the blood of many innocent 
Pakistanis on his hands.” 

McCain and Levin have called for the immediate “pardon and 
release” of Afridi. State Department spokeswoman Victoria Nuland 


told reporters that the U.S. has and will continue “take up this matter” 
with the Pakistani Government. 


22 July, 2012 
Oo 
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A SE 2S OE ES ESE 


Character Ethic Versus Personality Ethic 


EET I LS NLD 


Bong and acquaintances who know my fondness for books often 
ask me if there is any category of books which I particularly like. 
There was a time when I had a preference for light reading. Posed the 
above question, my reply used to be: thrillers. 

But if today I am asked the same question my answer is: self-help 
books. 

Talking about my very early years in Karachi I have often recalled 
that when I met my R.S.S. mentor Shri Rajpal Puri for the first time —I 
was in my teens at the time — he gave me Dale Carnegie's How to Win 
Friends and Influence People. That was really my first ever self-help book. 
At that age it impressed me so much that Lused to quote very frequently 
the anecdotes he had recounted. Dale Carnegie became my favourite 
author. 

In the last few years, an author in the same genre whom I have 
greatly admired has been Stephen R. Covey. He passed away a fortnight 
back. His famous book, The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People, has 
sold more than 25 million copies in 38 languages. 

The extraordinary popularity of this particular book of Stephen 
Covey was based on the distinction he made between the character 
ethic and the personality ethic. Significantly, the sub-title of this book 


is: Restoring the Character Ethic. 
In Part I of the book, he mentions that he undertook an in-depth 


study of the success literature published in the United States since 1776. 
He observes that as his study took him back through 200 years of writing 
about success he noticed “a startling pattern” emerging, and that much 
of the success literature of the last 50 years was “superficial”. 
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“Tn stark contrast, almost all the literature in the first 150 years or 
so focused on what could be called the Character Ethic as the foundation 
of success: things like integrity, humility, fidelity, temperance, courage, 
justice, patience, industry and modesty.” 

“The Character Ethic taught that there are basic principles of 
effective living, and that people can only experience true success and 
enduring happiness as they learn and integrate these principles into 
their basic character.” 

“But shortly after World War I the basic view of success shifted 
from the Character Ethic to what we might call the Personality Ethic. 
Success became more a function of personality, of public image, of 
attitudes and behaviors, skills and techniques, that lubricate the 
processes of human interaction. This Personality Ethic essentially took 
two paths: one was human and public relations techniques, and the 
other was positive mental attitude. Some of this philosophy was 
expressed in inspiring and sometimes valid maxims such as ‘Your 
attitude determines your altitude,’ ‘Smiling wins more friends than 
frowning,’ and ‘Whatever the mind of man can conceive and believe it 
can achieve.’ 

Other parts of the personality approach were clearly manipulative, 
even deceptive, encouraging people to use techniques to get other 
people to like them, or to fake interest in the hobbies of others to get 
out of them what they wanted, or to use the ‘power look,’ or to 
intimidate their way through life. 

Some of this literature acknowledged character as an ingredient 
of success, but tended to compartmentalize it rather than recognize it 
as foundational and catalytic. Reference to the Character Ethic became 
mostly lip service; the basic thrust was quick-fix influence techniques, 
power strategies, communication skills, and positive attitudes.” 

The quotation given at the beginning of this Part I of the book is of 
David Starr Jordan, a leading educationist, and founding President of 
Stanford University, and it sums it up thus: There is no real excellence 
in all this world which can be separated from right living. 

Talking of self-help books, I have received this week from Rupa 
Publications, the publishers of my own volume of memoirs, a 


remarkable book in this category surprisingly named after a leading 
Tamilian film star. 


The title of this 124-page book is Rajini’s Punchtantra. The second 
half of the title has not been misspelt. The ‘U’ instead of ‘A’ is deliberate. 
This is a compilation of Rajinikanth’s thirty punchlines from films which 
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the two authors of this book (both from the field of management) have 
prepared. 

The sub-title of the book is Business and Life Management the 
Rajinikanth Way. P.C. Balasubramaniam is one of the founder directors 
of Matrix Business Services India, one of India’s leading verification 
companies. His co-author is Raja Krishnamoorthy who is one of the 
directors of Talent Maximus India, a Chennai-based HR services 
organization. He has over 33 years of experience in the field of human 
resources. 

In his introduction to the book, P.C. Balasubramaniam writes: 

“Once ina while in history, there appears someone whose message 

provides hope, lights a spark and energizes all of mankind. It is 

never quite the message itself but who said it, how and when, that 
makes it significant. Often these messages are simple and earthy; 
yet, coming from this personality, they grow alive and powerful. 

They acquire significance, wide acceptance and are etched in public 

memory. So it is with Rajinikanth. His punchlines have had such a 

deep impact on me that it became my mission to make a book out 

of them. 

Ihave grown up watching Rajinikanth films - nothing new in 
that, most of my generation did. But, unlike many adolescent 
obsessions that you grow out of as you mature, I have not been 
able to grow out of my fascination with his punchlines. As I grew 
older — and, hopefully, wiser - I soaked in deeper their meaning. 
The impact they made on me and a whole lot of others is 
remarkable. 

From a coolie to a CEO, from a small-time entrepreneur to a 
big businessman, from an urchin to a postgraduate, from a maid 
to an activist, from lovers to siblings, from spouses to in-laws — I 
have seen ‘Rajini dialogues’ evoke deep resonance in all, often 
accompanied by a sparkle in the eye, a nod of acceptance and a 
smile of acknowledgement. The statements have touched them and 


remained deep within.” 


Tailpiece 
Sample th 


Punchtantra: : 
One: In the film Sivaji a punchline heard is “Paera (Name) 


Kaetavudane (Listen) chumma (Mere) athuruthilae (Tremors). 
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The punchline means: ‘The mere mention of his name causes 
tremors. 

This powerful value statement, comment the authors, underscores 
the importance of brands and safeguarding brand equity. 

Two: From the film Annamalai, the punchline chosen is: Naan (I) 
solrathaiyam (What I have said) seiven (will do) sollathathaiiyum (what 
I have not said) seiven (will do). 

The punchline means: I will deliver what I promise and deliver 
even what I did not. 

The authors comment is: 

The true success of a person’s life is directly proportionate to his 

commitment to achieve what he has promised, exceed expectations 

and scale excellence. 


29 July, 2012 
oO 
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aioe ss ccm Sy PERS ELE SEI 


lations About Congress’ Fate in 2014 


= OST 


Cr are on these days as to what is likely to happen in the 
forthcoming Lok Sabha elections, ordinarily scheduled to take place 
in 2014. 

A fortnight back Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh hosted a 
dinner in honour of outgoing Rashtrapati Smt. Pratibha Devisingh Patil. 
The function was held at Hyderabad House. 

In an informal chat with two senior Cabinet Ministers before the 
formal dinner, I could clearly perceive an intense sense of concern 
weighing on the minds of both these Ministers. Their apprehensions 
were as follows: 

(a) Inthe Sixteenth Elections to the Lok Sabha, neither the Congress 
nor the BJP may be able to forge an alliance which has a clear 
majority in the Lok Sabha. 

(b) In 2013 or 2014, therefore, whenever the Lok Sabha elections 
take place, the government likely to take shape can be that of 
the Third Front. This, according to the Congress Ministers 
would be extremely harmful not only for the stability of Indian 
politics but also for national interests. 

My response to the anxiety voiced by these Congressmen was: I 

can understand your concern, but I do not share it. My own view is: 
(i) The shape which national polity has acquired in the past two 
and a half decades makes it practically impossible for any 
government to be formed in New Delhi which does not have 
the support either of the Congress or of the BJP. A Third Front 


Government, therefore, can be ruled out. 
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(ii) A non-Congress, non-BJP Prime Minister heading a 

government supported by one of these two principal parties 
is however feasible. This has happened in the past also. 
But, as the Prime Ministership of Ch. Charan Singh, 
Chandrashekharji, Deve Gowdaji and Inder Kumarji Gujral 
(all supported by Congress) as also of Vishwanath Pratap 
Singhji (supported by BJP) have shown, such governments 
have never lasted long. 

(iii) There has been stability at the Centre only when the 
government has had either a Congress or a BJP Prime Minister. 
Unfortunately, the two Governments since 2004, U.P.A. I and 
U.P.A. II have both been so badly mismanaged that the current 
state of anxiety in the ruling establishment is quite 
understandable. 

People generally believe that for the Congress Party, the worst 
phase insofar as Lok Sabha results are concerned, were the post- 
Emergency elections of 1977. It would not at all be surprising if the 
next Lok Sabha elections yield a result which for the Congress may 
prove the worst in its history since 1952. 

Soothsayers are not wanting who predict that it may be the first 
time when the Congress Party’s score sinks to just two digits, that is, 
less than one hundred! 

The party’s miserable performance in Rae Bareilly, Amethi, etc. 
which have long been regarded as pocket-boroughs of the first family, 
in the U.P. Assembly polls held recently and its dismal record in the 
Corporation elections of Uttar Pradesh where as against the BJP’s score 
of ten out of twelve Corporations, the Congress drew a big blank are 
clear indices of the party’s collapsing fortunes. 

So far as the BJP is concerned, the bungling in Karnataka 
notwithstanding, all recent public opinion surveys clearly reveal that 
the principal beneficiary of the Congress Party's fast eroding reputation 
continues to be the BJP! 

KK K 

India attained independence in 1947. For the first two decades, the 
country’s politics was dominated totally by the Congress Party. The 
Freedom Struggle was waged under the banner of the Congress which 
was more like an umbrella organization. Naturally, both at the Centre, 
and in most of the States it was Congress that was ruling. 

As the chart of election results published here shows, the first time 
that Congress lost control of the Union Government was in 1977, when 
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the Janata Party defeated the Congress. Shri Morarji Bhai Desai assumed 
office as Prime Minister, and Shri Vajpayee became his External Affairs 
Minister. 

Post-1977, politics underwent a rapid transformation. In 1980, after 
the launching of the BJP, this party systematically undertook a two- 
pronged approach to accomplish this transformation. The first prong 
was aimed at smashing the hegemony of the Congress Party, and the 
second prong was targeted at building the BJP not only as a powerful 
national party but also in states where it already had a stature with 
great potential. 

Smt. Gandhi's assassination at the hands of terrorists in 1984 and 
the powerful sympathy wave this tragedy generated in favour of Rajiv 
Gandhi made that year’s election a unique election for both the ruling 
party and the principal opposition. 


Number of Lok Sabha Seats won in Elections 


Year BJS-Janata-BJP 

1952 364 3 (BJS) 
37i TEIS) 

1962 361 14 (BJS) 
283 35 (BJS) 

1971 352 23 (BJS) 

1977 154 295 (Janata) 

1980 Ze 31 (Janata) 

1984 415 2 (BJP) 

TE e e 

1991 
ene | 140 161 (BF) 

1998 141 182 (BJP) 

1999 114 182 (BJP) 

2004 145 138 (BJP) 

2009 206 116 (BJP) 

The Congress Party under Rajiv scored an all-time record securing 

415 seats and our party also got a record low of two seats in the whole 
country! This serious setback however goaded us to pursue the two- 


pronged strategy WE 


had drawn up with greater vigour and 
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determination than ever before and in just within fifteen years — 1984 
to 1999 — we actually transformed the single party dominant polity 
into a bipolar polity. 

The U.P.A. Government of Dr. Manmohan Singh has failed to take 
along with his government even his allies. The U.P.A. II has had one 
aide however who may not be a political aide but who has been so 
invaluable for it to manage these difficult allies that I have often 
described it as the Congress Party’s most dependable ally. If the 


Congress has successfully avoided a Lok Sabha poll till now it is only 
because of this alliance partner — the C.B.I.! 


5 August, 2012 
m) 
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A Plea to the New President Sa 


EESE 


TP AEEA E E 


Ves U.P.A. Governments term ends in May 2014. The Sixteenth Lok 
Sabha elections must take place before that. 

I remember the First General Elections held in India in 1952. I was 
in Rajasthan at the time. Those of us who were party campaigners there 
were more concerned about the Assembly Polls than the Lok Sabha 
polls. That was an election where the Jana Sangh won three seats in the 
Lok Sabha, two from West Bengal and one from Rajasthan. But what is 
pertinent in the context I am wishing to emphasise today is the fact 
that the Lok Sabha and Assembly elections were held together — all in 
1952. 

This process was repeated in the next three elections — of 1957, 
1962 and 1967. The Fifth General Elections were due in 1972. But in 
early 1971 Smt. Indira Gandhi dissolved the Lok Sabha, and held the 
Fifth Lok Sabha elections in March 1971. The Assembly elections took 
place as scheduled in 1972. This is how the initial delinking of Lok 
Sabha and Assembly elections took place. 

Meanwhile, the presence of Article 356 in our Constitution which 
empowers the Union Government to dissolve a State Assembly and 
take over the governance of the State, if at any point of time it comes to 
the conclusion that the government in the State was not being carried 
on in accordance with the Constitution has resulted in the delinking of 
the election programme of different states from one another also. 

The situation today, thus, is that in the years 2010, 2011, 2012 (that 
is, since the formation of U.P.A.-2) as many as twelve different states 
have gone to the polls — Jharkhand and Bihar (2010), Kerala, Puducherry, 
Tamil Nadu, West Bengal and Assam (2011), Goa, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, 
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Uttarakhand and Manipur (2012). The terms of the Assemblies of 
Gujarat and Himachal are due to end in January 2013. So in all 
probability fresh elections of these two Assemblies also are likely before 
the current year ends. In a way, for those running the Union 
Government, this vast country of ours with its huge population is ina 
perpetual election mode. When for six years we were in the NDA 
Government we actually experienced how impending elections even 
in a remote corner of the country used to influence decision making in 
New Delhi. I feel this is not good either for governance or for the polity. 

Some time back I had occasion to discuss this matter with Prime 
Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh and then Leader of the House in the 
Lok Sabha, and now the Rashtrapati, Shri Pranab Mukherji. I found 
both of them receptive to the suggestion I offered that there should be 
no midway dissolution of either the Lok Sabha or the State Assemblies. 
Both these institutions must have a fixed tenure. 

As in the U.S, the exact date of elections should not be arbitrarily 
decided by the executive. In U.S., Presidential elections take place every 
four years, and always in November. The law lays down that the election 
shall be held ‘on the Tuesday after the first Monday of November’. 

Barack Obama was elected President of the United States in 
November 2008. This year a fresh election is due. The first Monday of 
November 2012, falls on the 5th. So the election date this year would be 
6th November. 

These days a lot is being said and written about the need for 
election reforms to curb the role of money power in elections which 
is at the root of corruption in public life. 

Let the new Rashtrapati take an initiative with regard to poll 
reforms in their totality, but more specifically in respect of this 
particular matter which we had once discussed. Let the present 
government in which he himself has been a principal player 
accomplish this one thing at least: a fixed tenure for Lok Sabha and 
State Assemblies, and simultaneous elections at the Centre and States 
every five years. 

For the non-partisan responsibility, Pranab Da has just assumed, 


taking an initiative regarding electoral reform would be very 
appropriate. 


Tailpiece 
When in 2010 I had discussed the above issue with the Prime Minister 
and our then Leader of the Lok Sabha I had indicated that U.K. Government 
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also was thinking in the same direction. 

I would like to mention today that 
in 2011, British Parliament has enacted 
a law called “Fixed-term Parliaments 
Act, 2011.” This Act mandates that the 
next election will be held on 7th May jk er 
2015 (except in the event of a collapse of David Cameron Nick Clegg 
government or a two-thirds majority of P.M. of UK Deputy P.M. of UK 
MPs voting for an early election). 

Source of above legislative details WIKIPEDIA. 


12 August, 2012 
Oo 
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Wanner n STORET OTE rence sme 


PENELAS TEETER ETES 


iA REONE ko Make india: 


ee eee I 


ES performance at the just-concluded London Olympics has made 
me both happy and sad. Happy because our tally of six medals in 
the 2012 Games has been the best so far — two silver and four bronze. 
One can, if one wants to, take further comfort from the fact that it is 
double the number of medals India had won in the 2008 Beijing 
Olympics. Iam as elated as any other proud Indian at this achievement. 
Hence, my hearty congratulations to all the six medal winners in 
London - silver in shooting by Vijay Kumar; another silver in freestyle 
wrestling by Sushil Kumar; bronze in shooting by Gagan Narang; 
bronze in women’s boxing by MC Marykom (the Manipurian mother 
who became the cynosure of the nation’s admiration by showing she is 
capable of winning even the gold); bronze in wrestling by Yogeshwar 
Dutt; and a bronze in women’s badminton singles by Saina Nehwal, 
the 22-year-old from Hyderabad who won the hearts of millions of 
Indians because of her talent, courage and determination. She showed 
great promise and certainly looks capable of challenging China’s 
monopoly in Badminton. 

Along with my party President Shri Nitin Gadkari, my party 
colleague Dr. V.K. Malhotra and Union Sports Minister, Shri Ajay 
Maken, I had the proud privilege of greeting and honouring all these 
six award winners who had brought laurels for the country. 

Along with these six who had distinguished themselves, the entire 
Indian sports contingent which had gone to London as also the coaches 
who had trained our boys and girls for the sports were all present at 
my Prithviraj Road residence for this short but impressive function. 
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As I said at the outset, I am also sad. A nation of 1.2 billion people, 
accounting for one-sixth of the global population, winning only six 
medals — and no gold this time, unlike the one gold Abhinav Bindra 
had won in Beijing — is a highly disconcerting fact. This meant that, of 
the total 962 medals in London, India could win a mere 0.06 per cent of 
them. Indeed, in all the Olympic Games held so far, India has won only 
26 medals. Compare this to the fact that the United States (population: 
31.5 million) won 104 medals; China (which is now only slightly ahead 
of India in terms of population) won 88 medals; and even Britain 
(population: 62 million), bagged 65 medals, with 29 golds, greatly 
improving its tally in Beijing Olympics (47 medals, 19 of them gold). 

My sadness grows more acute when I look at some other countries, 
much smaller than India, that ranked much higher in the medals tally. 

South Korea, which lagged behind India in development until the 
1960s, and has a population of only 50 million, won 28 medals, with 13 
golds. Even North Korea, the world’s most isolated nation that is ruled 
by a dictatorial communist regime, won four golds in its overall tally 
of six medals. 

After every Olympics, I make it a point to see the performance of 
Cuba, another small communist country (population: 11.2 million) that 
is living in a different kind of isolation. Its performance in sports has 
always been very impressive. This year also Cuba lived up to its 
reputation by winning 14 medals, five of them gold. 

K °K ok 

Last Wednesday (August 8) New Delhi's Hindustan Times Page One 
Banner Headline was about India’s poor performance in Hockey at the 
World Olympics. The Headline read: 

A NEW LOW FOR 
INDIAN HOCKEY: 
PLAYED 5, LOST 5 

The banner was followed by a single column Box with caption “Bad 

to Worse” and beneath was this comparison: 
Atlanta (U.S.A.) 1996: Finished 8th 
London (U.K.) 2012: will play South Africa to avoid 
Bottom (12) Finish 

On Saturday, August 11, India played South Africa this last match 
to decide who out of the two would be 11th and who would be 12th. 
Both these teams had not won a single game in their earlier matches. In 
this last match India earned the dubious distinction of occupying the 
bottom place. India secured this by losing to South Africa 2-3. 
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India’s miserable show last week brought back to mind memories 
of my school days in Karachi. In Hockey those days, that is, in the 
nineteen thirties and forties, India was absolutely peerless. It was at 
the top of the world. At the St. Patrick’s High School where I studied 
we had two teachers who were in the Indian Hockey Team which played 
at the Olympics. Those were the times of hockey wizard Dhyan Chand, 
who captained the team on two occasions. A brilliant associate of his 
was Roop Singh. 

In the Berlin Olympics held in 1936 with Dhyan Chand as Captain, 
India played five matches, won all five, scored a total of 38 goals, and 
conceded only one goal, that too in the Finals. 


A summary of India’s performance in Hockey in this year’s 
Olympics was as follows: 


India vs Japan 9-0 
India vs Hungary 4-0 
India vs USA 7-0 
Semi Final: India vs France 10-0 
Final: India vs Germany 8-1 


The World Olympics are held every four years. But after 1936, 
because of the Second World War, the next Olympics were held in 1948. 
As in 1936, this time too, at the London Olympics in 1948, India won 
the Gold Medal. 

Looking back at India’s record in the Olympics, since 1928 when 
Indian competed in Hockey for the first time under the captaincy of 
Jaipal Singh, our country has won gold in Hockey eight times — in 
Amsterdam 1928, in Los Angeles 1932, in Berlin 1936, in London 1948, 
in Helsinki 1952, and, in Melbourne 1956 (these six Olympics at a stretch) 
and later again at Tokyo 1964 and Moscow 1980. 

And so considering what happened in 2012 insofar as Hockey is 
concerned all that one can exclaim is: “Where have we gone wrong? 
How can we change this situation?” 

KK K 

A disturbing question returns to agitate my mind: barring cricket, 
why is India a laggard in almost all other international sports 
competitions? I love cricket. My home frequently welcomes cricket stars, 
since they are friends of my cricket-loving son Jayant. However, like 
all other patriotic Indians, I keenly desire to see our Tricolour displayed 
proudly on the medals podium in more and more sports in international 
tournaments, especially in the greatest of them all — Olympics. Why 
isn't this happening? 
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This question becomes more perplexing when we remind ourselves 
that India in 2012 is no longer economically as weak as it was some 
decades ago. Our country is now a major driver of the global economy. 
At least some parts of India have become impressively prosperous, 
and at least a section of our society has begun to enjoy the same material 
comforts as the affluent in rich countries in the world. Our middle class 
is expanding rapidly. India is now regarded as a global power in 
information technology. Bollywood is beginning to compete with 
Hollywood in gaining viewers across the world. Yet, sadly, all this is 
not adequately reflected in India’s performance in international sports. 

I believe the time has come for a sustained and serious national 
debate, followed by necessary action at all levels, on how to make India 
a sports power in the world. I have a few thoughts to share on the 
subject, in the form of a six-point agenda. 

1. A prerequisite for any nation to perform well in international 
sports is for that nation to first make sports a mass activity. India 
must launch a national mission to provide opportunities and 
facilities for sports to its entire population. Unless the bottom 
of India’s sports pyramid becomes broad and strong, it cannot 
send adequate number of sportspersons to higher levels of that 
pyramid who can compete successfully at international levels. 
In other words, expansion at the bottom is absolutely essential 
to achieve excellence at the top. 

2. This calls for creation of sports facilities on a massive scale. Our 
housing, habitat and urban planning policies must have an in- 
built and mandatory provision for creating open spaces, 
playgrounds and sports amenities for all. 

3. [think that our national policy must prioritise provision of sports 
facilities in schools and colleges. Sporting talent in India cannot 
blossom unless our children and youth begin to participate in 
sports in large numbers. 

4. Itisimportant to emphasise, again and again, that making sports 
a mass activity is also a prerequisite for building a healthy 
nation. To build a culture of fitness and health as a national 
movement, there is nothing more effective, more low-cost, and 
more widely accessible as Yoga. I must mention here the 
phenomenal contribution that Baba Ramdev has made to 
popularizing Yoga in recent years. Yoga and Pranayam should 


be encouraged everywhere, for every age-group. 
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5. Although I am a great fan of Indian cricket, I believe that it has 
now become necessary to remove the huge and costly 
asymmetry between cricket and other sports in mass 
consciousness and also in resource allocation. This requires a 
strong national-level intervention in the policy for corporate 
sponsorships, advertising, allocation of TV time, etc. 

6. Lastly, let us remember that excellence in sports is closely linked 


to national pride. I have been repeatedly saying 


in most of my 


political speeches that we should resolve to make the 21st 
century India’s century. By this, I mean that India should become 

a world power in economy, education, science and technology, 

arts and culture and global diplomacy. It also means that India 
should rank high among the top nations in the Human 
Development Index, and lowest in the Global Corruption Index. 

In the context of today’s blog, I would like to add an important 
criterion of the 21st century becoming India’s century : how soon can 


India become a global sports power also? 
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Prime Minister’s Poor Defenc 


cS 


cles deadlock in Parliament on coal allocation has continued for over 
a week now. The NDA has offered to resolve the deadlock if all the 
allotments made are cancelled and the process whereby the screening 
committee has decided these allocations is subjected to a judicial probe. 
The government is not yet prepared for this. 

Last week the Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh came to the 
Lok Sabha and laid on the Table a lengthy statement on the scandal 
which today has come to be known as Coalgate (after Watergate). And 
I was intrigued to find that Federalism, rightly described by our 
Supreme Court as one of the basic features of the Indian Constitution 
and so one which cannot be amended by Parliament, was sought to be 
blamed by the Prime Minister in his totally unconvincing explanation. 

Repeated reference was also made to reservations supposed to have 
been voiced by some BJP Chief Ministers as if the decision to reject the 
Law Ministry’s recommendation, that there should be competitive 
bidding for the coal blocks, was taken because of BJP Chief Ministers — 
more prominently Dr. Raman Singh of Chhattisgarh. 

It is these two references in the Prime Minister’s statement — to 
Federalism, and to Chief Ministers — that made me revert to the 
Emergency period and scan for similarities. 

A news report from Raipur quotes verbatim Dr. Raman Singh’s 
letter of May 2, 2005 addressed to then Minister of State for Coal, Dasari 
Narayan Rao in which Dr. Raman Singh says: 

In case the Central Government finally decides in favour of 

adopting the bidding route for allocation of coal blocks for captive 

mining, a part of the coal produced from such blocks will flow to 
the government. States being the owner of minerals within their 
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respective territories, it would be in the fitness of things that the 

coal offer by the successful bidders to the government is shared 

between the concerned State Government and Central 

Government. It may be mentioned that similar demands of State 

Governments for the sharing of “profit petroleum” in the oil sector 

with the State Governments is already under consideration of the 

Central Government. 

Dr. Raman Singh is fully justified in demanding a share in the 
revenues earned by the State as a result of competitive bidding. How 
can this letter be cited as opposing auction? 

It is now universally acknowledged that allowing discretionary 
allocation of precious resources like spectrum, oil, gas and minerals 
gives ample scope to people harbouring corrupt and collateral 
intentions. 

The 2G spectrum scam has been a recent instance to prove this. 
The price of % 1658 crores fixed for an all-India license in 2008 was not 
the market value then. No wonder, under adverse market conditions, 
in 2012 the government itself has fixed the base price for 2G auction at 
7 14000 crores. 

If NDA’s demand that the discretionary allotment of coal already 
made should be scrapped and the coal blocks be auctioned is accepted 
and implemented, the truth would surface as to what is really the fair 
price presently. 

K OK ok 

When in June 1975, following the Allahabad High Court verdict 
on the election petition against Smt. Indira Gandhi, her election to the 
Lok Sabha was annulled and she was disqualified from being a Member 
of Parliament for a period of six years, the Congress Government 
imposed an Emergency on the country. 

Vajpayeeji and I had gone to Bangalore that month to attend a 
meeting of a Parliamentary Committee considering legislation against 
defections. 

The Emergency Proclamation was signed by Rashtrapati 
Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed late night on June 25, 1975. The government 
machinery went into action. Loknayak Jaiprakash Narain, Shri Morarji 
Bhai Desai and many other senior leaders of the Opposition were 
arrested immediately thereafter. Early morning on June 26, 1975, the 
Union Cabinet was summoned and informed about all these 
developments and the Cabinet's post-facto approval taken for the 
extraordinary operation. Also, on the morning of June 26, Vajpayeeji 
and I were arrested and taken to Bangalore Central Jail. 
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While in detention at Bangalore I had occasion to write a series of 
pamphlets for party activists waging war against the Emergency while 
working underground. In two of these pamphlets titled A Tale of Two 
Emergencies and An Anatomy of Fascism, based very much on William 
Shirer’s famous book about Nazi Germany titled The Rise and Fall of the 
Third Reich, I drew a striking comparison between Hitler’s Emergency 
of 1933 and Mrs. Gandhi’s Emergency of 1975. Interestingly, Mrs. 
Gandhi herself once spoke in the Lok Sabha during the Emergency 
period about Fascism. She said on July 22, 1975: 

“Yesterday, another member of the opposition wanted to know 

what fascism was. Fascism does not mean merely repression. Over 

and above every thing, it is the propagation of the big lie. It is 
the use of whispering campaigns, the search for scapegoats.” 

Under Nazi propaganda tactics, the theory of the Big Lie occupied 
a cardinal place. Adolf Hitler has expounded this theory thus: 

“The size of the lie is a definite factor in causing it to be believed.... The 

primitive simplicity of the peoples’ minds renders them a more easy prey 

to a big lie than the small one for they themselves often tell little lies but 
would be ashamed to tell big ones.” 

Curiously, Mrs. Gandhi accused Western critics of India’s 
Emergency with indulging in this characteristic Nazi tactic of the ‘big 
lie’ when she had this exchange with Dr. Kronzucker and Dr. Scharlav 
of North German T.V. She spoke bitterly about writings in the German, 
British and American Press, and said: “What they write is absolutely a 
figment of somebody's imagination. One cannot even say that things 
are exaggerated; many of them have no foundation whatsoever”. 

Pressed by the interviewers to give some concrete instance of such 
baseless reporting, this is what the PM replied : 

For instance, one very big lie that is propagated is that the whole 

Emergency and so on is run by a some small group including my son, 

which is absolutely false. 

The decision was taken by the Chief Ministers of this country 
and they were the ones who have to manage the states. 

You see this is more like a federal set-up... So the decision was taken 
by the Chief Ministers, with our senior colleagues, and so on. 

(“Democracy and Discipline, Speeches of Indira Gandhi”, 

GOI Publication, p. 166.) 

Is it not bizarre that Smt. Gandhi who did not consult even the 
Union Cabinet before making the President sign the atrocious 
Emergency Proclamation should have had no qualms attributing its 


authorship to Chief Ministers? 
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Tailpiece 

Shri N. Vittal, after retirement from the Indian 
Administrative Service in 1996 became Chief 
Vigilance Commissioner in 1998, and held that 
office until 2002. 

Shri Vittal has been an official highly reputed 
for his ability as well as integrity. I have received Vial 
from him a copy of his book just written with the ei: 
title: Ending Corruption? How to Clean Up India. 

In his introduction to the book, Shri Vittal speaks about the “general 
perception, especially in the media that bodies like the CVC went only 
after the small fish — the big fish always escaped.” 

He adds: 

I coined a new version of an old shloka which says in Sanskrit that 

even God favours the stronger ones: 

Ashwam naiva, gajam naiva, 
Vyagram naiva cha naiva cha 
Ajaputram balim dadyat 
Devan durbala ghatakaha 

In our pujas, we make offerings to gods. In the case of vegetarian 

gods, there is no problem. But in the case of non-vegetarian gods, 

which animals can we sacrifice? We cannot offer a horse because 
only chakravartis (emperors) can perform the Ashwamedha Yagya, 
the horse sacrifice. Not an elephant. Nor a tiger. In fact, the tiger 
may make a sacrifice of us! Naturally all that is sacrificed is the 
weak goat. Even the English word ‘scapegoat’ refers to that animal. 
My parody was as follows: 

Secretary naiva, chairman naiva 

Minister naiva cha, naiva cha 

LDC balim dadhatu 

CVC durbala ghatakaha! 
[It is not the Secretary to the Government or the chairman of an 
organization who is sacrificed. The minister is like the tiger; never 
is he punished. The CVC punishes only the poor lower division 
clerk (LDC)!] 
As already mentioned, the perception was that the CVC only acted 
against the lower rungs in the government. In fact, the CVC’s 
jurisdiction relates to senior levels, Group A or Class I officers, 


while public servants of Groups B, C and D are handled by the 
respective department themselves. 


2 September, 2012 
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arly last week, Shivraj Singh Chauhan, Chief Minister, Madhya 

Pradesh, invited me to Bhopal to launch a unique project he had 
conceived, and which, I am sure, will endear him to his people as much 
as, if not more than his extremely imaginative Ladli Laxmi Yojana. 

Under this new programme, on September 3 evening, I flagged off 
a special train carrying about 1000 pilgrims proceeding from Bhopal to 
Rameshwaram, Tamil Nadu. 

The project launched has been named Mukhyamantri Teerth 
Darshan Yojana. The Yojana is meant for senior citizens who are non- 
incometax-assessees and so generally speaking, belong to the BPL 
category. 

At the railway station, as I proceeded from the tail end of the long 
train to the front where I was to flag it off along with the Chief Minister 
I could see the pilgrims in the compartments, mostly couples, literally 
ecstatic with joy that they were getting such an extraordinary 
opportunity. 

Applications had been invited from senior citizens in districts 
around Bhopal. Around 11000 had applied. One thousand were chosen 
by draw of lots. The remaining 10000 would be on the waiting list. 
Every one’s turn would come. 

Seventeen pilgrim spots have been chosen by the State Government 
and these include Kedarnath (Uttarakhand), Dwarkapuri (Gujarat), and 
Jagannath Puri (Orissa). Along with Rameshwaram for which the first 
train left this week, these four places constitute the FOUR DHAMS in 
the four corners of our country. 

Five others selected are Ajmer Sharif (Rajasthan), Amritsar 
(Punjab), Sammedshikhar}i (Jharkhand), Shrawan Belgola (Karnatak) 
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and Velangani Church, Nagapatnam (Tamil Nadu); These are 
particularly sacred for Muslims, Sikhs, Jains and Christians. 

The remaining eight are Vaishno Devi and Amarnath Jammu & 
Kashmir), Tirupathi (Andhra), Badrinath and Haridwar (Uttarakhand), 
Kashi (U.P.), Shirdi (Maharashtra), and Gaya (Bihar). The Chief Minister 
told me that as the project proceeds, they may think of adding to this 
list. 

The State Government has signed an M.O.U. with the Railway 
Authorities for the trains they have booked upto March 31, 2013. 

oR OK K 

I feel proud that State Governments run by the BJP keep thinking 
all the while what new and innovative programme they can organise 
for the welfare of their respective states. 

I was in 
Gandhinagar, Gujarat, | 
last week where at the | 
huge hall in Mahatma 
Mandir, 3900 school girls 
played Chess the whole | 
day to create a world 
record in the presence of 
our own world 
champion Viswanathan 
Anand, who was the 
Chief Guest at the 
programme. 

Addressing the 
gathering, Chief Minister 
Narendra Modi said: 

Some people tell me 

that Assembly 

elections are fast approaching and so programmes organised these 
days should be for voters. Why should the Chief Minister be 
spending so much time with school children? 

Modiji added: 

School children may not have the right to vote. But I believe they 

are the future of Gujarat, and so I am very much concerned about 

their progress and achievements. 


A girl Ms. Dhyani Dave simultaneously played against 150 other 
girls and defeated 132 of these. 


L.K. Advani and Narendra Modi in Gujarat 
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Observers from Limca Book of Records were present to testify to 
this event and have it included in their next volume. 

This year’s (2012) Limca Book of Records already carries on page 
289 on entry about the general record where there was no restriction 
either of age or of gender. It says: 

WR: Most number of chess players at one venue 

A world record was set on Dec 24, 2010 at Gandhinagar, Gujarat, 

when around 20,500 players played simultaneously during the 

Swarnim Chess Mahotsav, 2010. World champion Viswanathan 

Anand was among those who gave a simultaneous display. 


Tailpiece 

Which is the greater crime in public life, corruption or stupidity? 
Take your time over the answer. If corruption were a political death 
sentence, quite a portion of the UPA Cabinet would not have been 
elected in 2009. Perhaps corruption is measured by extent; only when 
lubrication turns into loot does the voter decide that enough is enough. 
Conversely, even passing silliness creates disproportionate damage, 
possibly because the punishment is ridicule. Laughter can be more 
dangerous for reputation than a court sentence. 

A perfect storm was brewed out of a non-event when an officious 
media advisor to Dr. Manmohan Singh thought that he would crush a 
journalist from the Washington Post, Simon Denyer, and send a stern 
signal to Indian reporters in the process, with a withering salvo of 
accusations. This pesky foreign correspondent had dared to commit 
the unpardonable impropriety of criticising the Prime Minister of India. 
If this was intended to cow down Denyer, it had the opposite effect. 
And if it was meant to frighten Indian media, then the consequences 
were worse, for a story which would have been ignored or reduced to 
the margins rose to the top of attention. The official’s pomposity was 
an invitation to laughter, and who could resist such an offer? This must 
be a high point of disservice to Dr. Manmohan Singh by a man hired to 
serve. 

The worst person that government can hire to “manage” media 

is a journalist. He becomes holier than thou. And so, when told 


to fix a story he attempts to fix the journalist. 
—M.J. AKBAR 


in The Sunday Guardian 


10 September, 2012 
oO 
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Danara semen Nee amna aaa aE 


POS TE SOT EEE 


Present Political set up 
more Draconian than Emergency 


enter ee BS EE ER EE EE REE UT REE ONTOS 


SR 9 PE SE LE EEEE 


ex has been independent now for sixty-five years. I have always 
regarded the Emergency period 1975-77 as the worst insofar as 
suppression of civil liberties and freedom of expression were concerned. 

But seeing what has happened to political cartoonist and 
anti-corruption crusader Aseem Trivedi, I have started wondering: Is 
today’s political set up worse even than the emergency? Aseem Trivedi 
has been arrested, and charged with sedition, an offence punishable 
with life imprisonment! Trivedi’s sin is that during the Anna movement 
he published some cartoons which government regarded as offensive. 
Trivedi was arrested in Mumbai last week for cartoons he had drawn 
and displayed in November 2011. The arrest was carried out on the 
basis of a complaint filed by the legal advisor of a Mumbai-based N.G.O. 

Trivedi said: “I have full faith in the Constitution. I will not seek 
bail unless the sedition charge is withdrawn”. 

In fact, I have before me two cartoons authored during the 
Emergency period by the legendary cartoonist Abu Abraham, one 
published shortly after Mrs. Gandhi had had Rashtrapati Fakhruddin 
Ali Ahmed sign a series of documents relating to the Emergency, and 
the other one showing a common man carrying a Board on which are 
affixed Twenty sharp spikes as a caricature of the then government's 
Twenty Point programme. 

If the present political regime had been in office in 1975-77, I have 
no doubt that like Aseem Trivedi, Abu Abraham also would have been 
behind bars! Emergency had armed government with extraordinary 
powers. But the draconian mindset of the present rulers is born out of 
failure and desperation. 

I was in Bangalore Central Jail for most of my period of detention. 
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But for two months (July 17, 1975 to Sept. 22, 1975) I was at Rohtak. As 
a MISA detenu, right from June 26, 1975, when I was first arrested at 
Bangalore, until January 18, 1977 the day I was released from Bangalore 
jail, I used to maintain a daily diary of happenings during the 
Emergency as we came to know about them inside jail. 

Under the date Sunday August 31, 1975, what I have recorded at 
Rohtak, runs as follows: 

Today is a sad day for Indian journalism. The Shankar's Weekly, the 

only cartoon weekly in the country, has decided to wind up. If 

Shankar and his journal are to be fitted into an ideological camp, it 

will be the same camp to which Indira Gandhi claims to belong. 

But even he feels so suffocated in the present atmosphere that he 

has chosen to fold up his journal. The last issue, dated August 31, 

carries an editorial captioned ‘Farewell’. Even the word Emergency 

does not find a place in the editorial. But there can scarcely be a 

more devastating indictment of the Emergency than this piece. 

Shankar writes, inter alia: 

In our first editorial we made the point that our function was to 
make our readers laugh —at the world, at pompous leaders, at humbug, 
at foibles, at ourselves. But what are the people who have developed a 
sense of humour. It is a people with certain civilized norms of 
behaviour, where there is tolerance and a dash of compassion. 

Dictatorships cannot afford laughter because people may 
laugh at the dictator, and that would not do. In all the years 
of Hitler, there never was a good comedy, not a good cartoon, 
not a parody, not a spoof. 

From this point, the world and sadly enough India have become 
grimmer. Humour, wherever it is there, is encapsuled. Language itself 
has become functional, each profession developing its own jargon. 
Outside of the society of brother economists, an economist is a 
stranger, floundering in uncharted territory, uncertain of himself, 
fearful of non-economic language. It is the same for lawyers, doctors, 
teachers, journalists and such like. 

Shankar is not the only journalist feeling uneasy and out-of-depth 
in the present atmosphere. The States, a weekly founded by Durga Das, 
has also closed down. I am sure the annual report of the Registrar of 
Newspapers for 1975-76 will have a sorry but significant story to tell. 
When Hitler assumed power, Germany's tally of newspapers and 
periodicals was 4,700. By the time the Nazi nightmare ended, the 
number had dwindled to less than a thousand. The same might happen 
here if the trend persists. 

12 September, 2012 
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DAADE IDEE EANA PEE HONEA TRE SANS ETE GSTS NED EE OP EAA A OENE 


Two Achievements, One Expectation 


EAEE E AEETI ENTIS SEEST PEOIA A A ET A EENE nano E EATE oe ae ete ahi nama need 


n 1992, Francis Fukuyama, famous American political scientist wrote 
The End of History and the Last Man. Fukuyama argued that the 

worldwide spread of liberal democracies in the 
late nineties marks the end point of humanity's 
socio-cultural evolution. He was referring mainly 
to the collapse of communism. It may be an 
exaggeration to call this The End of History. But 
the year 1989 which saw the dismantling of the 
Berlin Wall was no doubt a radical turning point 
in global history. It heralded the dominance of >} 
democracies, and the triumph of Washington in 5, cig Prine 
the Cold War between the American and Soviet 
blocs. 


1989 was a turning point for India’s political history also. That year’s 
Lok Sabha election saw BJP make a big leap forward in the Lok Sabha 
from a miserable two seats (1984) to a respectable 86 seats (1989). BJP 
emerged as the principal challenger to Congress Party’s hegemony over 
national politics. 

In the next decade, the BJP kept growing and the Congress Party 
kept dwindling until in 1996, BJP became the largest party in the Lok 
Sabha, and in 1998-99 the BJP-led NDA assumed full control of the 
Union Government, and gave the country a six-year spell of stable, 
good government and meaningful progress in numerous fields. Since 
then, whenever anyone has asked me: what would you describe as 
BJP’s main contribution to national politics, my answer has always been: 
transforming India’s single dominant-party polity into a bipolar polity. 
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This achievement, I hold, is a boon not only for the BJP but also for 
the Congress, and of course for the country and its democracy. 
Unfortunately, the Congress does not view it that way, regards the BJP 
not as the principal opposition, a continuing interaction with which 
would be beneficial for governance, but as an enemy which has to be 
defeated, and decimated, at all costs. 

Pranab Mukherji was an exception. As Leader of the Lok Sabha 
for most of UPA‘s tenure, he did maintain a continuing contact and 
interaction with leadership of the principal opposition. So, when 
recently after the CAG report on Coal the Congress Party indulged in 
some very irresponsible and even slanderous comments against the 
CAG, we decided to call on him and urge him to administer some sage 
counsel to his erstwhile colleagues. 

Going through a two-volume Constitutional Law of India edited by 
Shri M. Hidayatullah, I discovered that in one of his Parliament speeches 
delivered in 1953, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar not only described the 
Comptroller and Auditor General as “probably the most important 
officer in the Constitution of India,” but also regretted that he had not 
been given adequate powers to discharge his duties properly. 

This is what Dr. Ambedkar exactly said: 

“Tf this functionary is to carry out the duties - and his duties, I 

submit, are far more important than the duties even of the judiciary 

he should have been certainly as independent as the Judiciary. But, 
comparing the Articles about the Supreme Court and the Articles 
relating to the Auditor General, I cannot help saying that we have 
not given him the same independence which we have given to the 
Judiciary, although I personally feel that he ought to have far greater 
independence than the Judiciary itself.” 
x °K ck 

When I look back at the last sixty years of my political life and try 
to assess what can be regarded as the second most important 
contribution Jana Sangh and BJP have made to Indian politics, I would 
say that assisting Loknayak Jai Prakash Narain to bring together all 
non-Congress Parties, fighting the traumatic Emergency and saving 
Democracy is the second major contribution. In this matter, the BJP 
played a pivotal role. 

The country’s politics has today reached a point where the 
‘Coalgate’ issue raised very powerfully in Parliament by the NDA has 


been taken serious cognisance of by the Supreme Court. 
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‘Coalgate’ is a scam 
about which the CAG has 
said that the scam cost 
government 1.86 lakh j 
crores. The fact that for § 
most of the time under 
CAG‘s review the coal 
ministry had been with 
the Prime Minister has — maa 
made ‘Coalgate’ a fitting NDA MPS Demonstrating 
climax for exposure of the 
series of scams starting with the 2G and Commonwealth scams of 2008. 

That on a day when the Supreme Court has put six pertinent 
questions to government about this coal scandal, government should 
have decided to announce FDI in multi-brand retail may be regarded 
by some as a desperate bid to shift the focus of debate from corruption 
to ‘reforms’. If government really thinks so, it is gravely mistaken. The 
Judiciary, the CAG and the Opposition in Parliament, together with 
the media, have ensured that the corruption issue continues to dominate 
the people’s mind until the next Lok Sabha elections. The FDI in Retail 
issue may actually prove for UPA nothing other than Harakiri. 

I sincerely hope that just as the 1977 election results have 
guaranteed that no government hereafter will think lightly of abusing 
the Emergency Article 352 again, the outcome of the forthcoming 
Assembly as well as Lok Sabha polls will make politicians realize the 
heavy cost they have to pay if their hands are seen by the electorate as 
sullied by corruption. 

In an earlier blog, I had said that I would not be surprised if in the 
coming Lok Sabha elections, the Congress Party’s score slumps to just 
two digits, and that the biggest beneficiary of this would be the BJP. If 
and when this happens, the BJP would be able to claim as its third 


achievement: a major first step has been taken towards creating a 
CORRUPTION - FREE INDIA. 


15 September, 2012 
Oo 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


sro 


Sere tats eeSS 


When Senior Co gress MPS Regarded FDI in 
Retail Anti-national 


a 


g p issue of FDI in retail once occasioned sharp exchanges between 
BJP and Congress when the NDA Government was in office. This 
happened on December 16, 2002. 

A leading Congress M.P., Shri Priya Ranjan Dasmunshi, referred 
to an Economic Times article which had written that on the issue of FDI 
in retail, the Planning Commission in its draft document of the Tenth 
Plan had affirmed that FDI was required in this sector, Dasmunshi said 
that through bureaucrats, “multinational retailers are continuously 
putting pressure on the government to take this anti-national decision 
of allowing foreign direct investment in the retail trade.” 

Dasmunshi added that government had appointed a Group of 
Ministers to lay down the limits of FDI. This GoM had rejected the 
concept of FDI in retail trade. Later a Task Force of the Planning 
Commission on Employment also, he said, categorically advised against 
it on the ground that it would aversely affect employment. 

Dasmunshi said: Sir, the Commerce Minister is here. I request him 
to clarify the position and let it go on record. 

Arun Shourie who was Minister of Commerce and Industry at the 
time immediately stood up to say: Sir, the existing policy since 1997, as 
you know, and the Hon. Member knows, is that foreign direct 
investment in retail trade is not permitted. 

Dasmunshi: I said that the Tenth Plan document prepared by the 
Planning Commission has endorsed it while the Group of Ministers 


has rejected it. 
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Shri Arun Shourie: In any case, the Tenth Plan document is also 
coming up before the National Development Council. All the Chief 
Ministers including Congress Chief Ministers would have an occasion 
to comment on individual proposals. In that, there are trading activities 
for exports or for joint ventures, which are permitted in wholesale 
activities and so on but those are specialised things. If you would like 
me to read them, I can read them out but as far as retail trade in general 
is concerned, he is completely right that since 1997 that has been the 
government's policy. I understand, there were two companies which 
were given permission before 1997 in this regard but since then nobody 
has been given permission. We have checked that with the Reserve 
Bank also. 

38 ok ok 

B. Raman is a highly respected name in India’s 
intelligence circles. He was head of the country’s 
external intelligence agency, Research and Analysis 
Wing (RAW). He retired as Additional Secretary, 
Cabinet Secretariat, Government of India. 

Ina recent article written for the Outlook website, 
Raman has regretted how public confidence in the CBI 
has been rapidly going down. He has urged that a 
comprehensive enquiry into the functioning of this 
agency should be ordered and measures should be initiated to restore 
its image in the eyes of the people. 

An interesting fact mentioned by Raman in his article that in the 
last week of December 2010, the Chinese Government issued a White 
Paper on corruption in China, and how government has been dealing 
with it. 

The former RAW Chief comments: “Even in an authoritarian 
country like China, the Government has felt the need for convincing 
the public that it is aware of their concerns over corruption.” 

“Despite India being a democracy supposedly accountable to the 
people, the government has shown a shocking lack of concern over 
public criticism of the CBI and over evidence of a general institutional 
decay which has permitted corruption to thrive.” 

K K K 

America’s biggest retailer today is Walmart. It has thousands of 
stores all around the world. The largest number is in the U.S. The second 
largest is in Mexico. According to a New York Times report, this has 


B. Raman 
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been achieved by the retail giant’s Mexico arm by “dishing out generous 
payouts to aid its mammoth growth.” Shortly after the Times published 
its investigation in April 2012, Walmart confirmed that it had launched 
an investigation into the allegations of bribery at Walmart de Mexico. 


Tailpiece 

On the same Friday (September 14) Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh rolled out the red carpet for Walmart; New York City, America’s 
largest, shut Walmart out. 

Again ironically the very Friday the UPA Government handed the 
FDI bouquet to Walmart and lobbyists assured that small retailers are 
safe, Atlanticcities, a web-newspaper from the stable of the famous 
Foreign Affairs magazine, carried a devastating headline news: 
“Radiating Death: How Walmart Displaces Nearby Small Businesses”. 

Weeks ago, on June 30, over 10,000 people, shouting “Walmart = 
Poverty”, marched through Los Angeles, America’s richest city, against 
Walmart stores. 

On June 1, hundreds protested in Washington DC against Walmart. 
“Say-No-To-Walmart” is an ongoing movement all over the United 


States. 
—S. Gurumurthy 


in The New Indian Express 


23 September, 2012 
Oo 
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FDI in Retail Will Destroy Employment, said 
Dr. Manmohan Singh in 2002 


Ta AEEA EER SA ES AET E 


Ë an earlier blog I had recalled how when the NDA Government was 
in office the then Chief Whip of the Congress Party Shri Priya Ranjan 
Dasmunshi had cited the Planning Commission’s recommendation in 
favour of FDI in retail, and on that basis condemned the Vajpayee 
Government for contemplating this ‘anti-national’ move. 

Arun Shourie as Minister of Commerce promptly stood up in 
Parliament to affirm that government was not in favour of any such 
proposal. 

At the Suraj Kund conclave of the BJP’s National Council, speaking 
on the Economic Resolution, my colleague Shri Venkaiah Naidu read 
out from a letter written by Dr. Manmohan Singh, at that point of time 
Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha, to confirm this fact. 
Federation of Maharashtra Traders had conveyed their concern to him 
about this matter. In his letter dated December 21, 2002 Dr. Manmohan 
Singh said that the matter had been raised in the Rajya Sabha two days 
earlier. “The Finance Minister gave an assurance,” Dr. Manmohan Singh 
said approvingly, “that Government had no proposal to invite Foreign 
Direct Investment in Retail Trade.” 

The letter from Federation of Associations of Maharashtra has 
attributed to Dr. Manmohan Singh an even more forthright criticism of 
FDI in retail. The letter written by Shri C.T. Shanghvi, Chairman, Foreign 
Trade Committee of the Federation, has said: 

“Your honour would recall that during the year 2002-03 I had 

occasion to lead a delegation of the Federation of Associations of 

Maharashtra to meet your goodself as the Leader of the Opposition 

CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


MY TAKE | 147 


in the Rajya Sabha, in connection with the important subject of 
FDI in retail trade of the country.” 

Even before we made our detailed submissions, you had 
categorically stated that “we should not permit Foreign Direct 
Investment in Retail Trade”. You had further mentioned that “India 
does not require this kind of reform which would, rather than creating 
employment, destroy employment”. 

Shanghvi adds in the same letter: 

We had briefed you, Sir, about the unfair trade practices such as 
(predatory pricing) adopted by the multinational retail chain stores 
organization to kill the competition by small retailers. Our 
delegation also drew your kind attention to the highly undesirable 
impact that has been felt by some of the Far Eastern Countries — 
Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia — who had erroneously permitted 
FDI in retail trade during the late 1990s. 

Later, our delegation met you on a couple of occasions and 
submitted the details of our various representations to the 
concerned authorities on this subject. In view of the seriousness of 
this issue from the overall National angle, you had raised the subject 
in the Rajya Sabha on 18th/19th December 2002 and had obtained 
an assurance from the then Finance Minister that there was no 
proposal before the government for permitting FDI in retail trade. 
Your letter addressed to the Federation in this regard is enclosed 
for ease of reference. 

x OK k 

Many interesting comments have been made on the Prime 
Minister's address to the nation in which defending his decision on 
FDI in Retail, he made the trite remark “money does not grow on trees.” 

My colleague Jaswant Singh who is an ex-Army Officer has written 
an article for The Hindu (September 28, 2012) which recounts his 
conversation with his own tank-driver. I found Jaswant Singh’s article 
enlightening. The paragraph quoting the interaction with his driver 
may be very appropriate as tail piece for today’s blog. This is what 
Jaswant Singh says about the PM's “rather admonitory” remark: 


Tailpiece 

Just a day after this astonishing, also so unneeded, reprimand, I 
received a telephone call froma retired soldier colleague, who had served 
with me as my tank driver, sharing with me for many years my tank 
lean to shelter at night. I save his name lest he be nagged by the 
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otherwise inefficient Intelligence Bureau. “Sahib”, he said in his thick 
Shekhawati dialect and accent, “please educate the PM that money 
does actually grow on trees and plants; we get all our fruits, vegetables 
and animal feed and also firewood from a ‘tree’. So tell him to think of 
the farmers, not of the ‘foreigners’, who over two centuries back came 
as a company and took away our land. Not one ‘biswa’ (a measure of 
land) was left to us”. I promised him I would do so, but advised him 
not to disturb his retired life over such depressing thoughts, for just as 
our ‘dhabas’ defeated a rather cocky Colonel from Kentucky, US of A, 
India will defeat this, too. And not one word of this anecdote is made 
up. 


1 October, 2012 
Oo 
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Bangalore honours a Literary Giant 
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orn at Karachi (Sind) in 1927, I spent the first twenty years of my 

life under British Rule. Many may be surprised to know that I learnt 
to read and write Hindi only after 1947, when India became 
independent, and simultaneously suffered the trauma of partition. 

Until that year, the only two languages I was familiar with were 
Sindhi, my mother tongue, and English, the medium in which I had 
had my education. 

Lhad first read my Ramayana and Mahabharat in Sindhi, and later 
on the English versions written by Shri C. Rajagopalachari, and still 
later, the unabridged versions in English published by the Gita Press, 
Gorakhpur. After partition I first moved from Karachi to Rajasthan. It 
was here that I learnt to read and write Devanagri. Two authors whose 
Hindi books I read a lot while I was in my early twenties were Dr. K.M. 
Munshi (these were translations from Gujarati) and Acharya Vinoba 
Bhave, Mahatma Gandhi's close associate. 

Last week when I visited Bangalore to participate in a felicitation 
function of Dr. G. Venkatasubbaiah, a great literary giant, who had 
become a centenarian this year. This function was presided over by 
Shri Jagadish Shettar, Chief Minister of Karnataka. At this function I 
had occasion to recall an essay written by Vinoba Bhave with the caption 
“At what age does a person become old?” 

Vinobaji began this essay with recalling that he had read the Quran 
in Marathi and English, but he was keen to read the original in Arabic. 
So he started learning Arabic. A visitor remarked: “Learning Arabic? 
And at this age?” Vinobaji responded: “What's the problem with my 


age? I’m just sixty five!” 
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He went on to complete his essay whose theme was that a person 
should be deemed to have become old only when he comes to believe 
that he was at a stage of life where he could not learn anything new. 

I remarked at the function “G.V., as he is fondly known to his 
numerous admirers, has not only scored a spectacular century, it is full 
of sixers and boundaries. He fully deserves the appellation of Shabda 
Brahma given to him. And judged by the touchstone given us by 
Acharya Vinoba, I would say that one who keeps writing books right 


up to his late nineties must be regarded a life long young man. G.V. 
will never ever become old!” 


Tailpiece 
Former Supreme Court judge Ruma Pal, while delivering the fifth 
V.M. Tarkunde Memorial lecture on ‘An Independent Judiciary’ in 
November 2011, highlighted the key idea that the independence of the 
judiciary and the judicial system were ultimately dependent on the 
personal integrity of the judge. She then went on to list the seven sins 
that were undermining the judiciary and threatening its independence. 
The first sin is to brush things under the carpet, turning a ‘Nelsonian 
eye’ to the injudicious conduct of a colleague. Ironically, she said these 
(people) were fierce in using the independence of the judiciary as a sword 
to take action in contempt against critics while also using the same as a 
shield, to cover a multitude of sins, some venal and others not so venal. 
The second sin is hypocrisy. 

The third is secrecy. For example, the process by which a judge is 
appointed to the High Court or elevated to the Supreme Court is ‘one of 
the best kept secrets in the country’. 

The fourth sin is plagiarism and prolixity. 


Arrogance is the fifth sin. Judges often misconstrued independence 
as judicial and administrative indiscipline. 

Intellectual dishonesty is the sixth sin. 

The seventh and final sin is nepotism. 


3 October, 2012 
Oo 
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“history must not be Suppressed 


a 


mee 


Or of my earlier blogs had as caption: India must not forget 25 
June 1975. Another blog was titled : Emergency of 1975 was akin 
to Nazi rule. 

Rupa and Co., the publishers of my memoirs, have also compiled 
over eighty of my blog posts and published them as a book titled As I 
Saw It. 

Several of these blogs relate to the outrageous emergency clamped 
on the country in June 1975 and lifted 21 months later, when in the Lok 
Sabha elections held in March 1977, Smt. Indira Gandhi's Government 
was trounced, and a Janata Party Government headed by Shri Morarji 
Bhai Desai was formed in New Delhi. This was the first time since 
independence that a non-Congress Government was formed at the 
Centre. 

During the 1975 Emergency, as many as 1,10,806 persons were put 
behind bars. These included almost all prominent opposition leaders, 
and a large number of MPs, MLAs and journalists. 

One of the pamphlets I wrote from prison and which was widely 
circulated by our party activists working underground against the 
Emergency bore the caption, “A Tale of Two Emergencies”, in which a 
striking comparison was drawn between Mrs. Indira Gandhi's 
Emergency of 1975 and Adolf Hitler’s Emergency of 1933! 

Last week when a well-known film-maker, called on me at my 
residence I presented him my prison diary titled “A Prisoner’s Scrap 
Book”, as also my book of blogs: I drew his pointed attention to one of 
the blogs captioned “Let there be a Film on the Emergency.” 
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The film producer evinced keen interest in the subject, wholly 
agreed with me that this traumatic phase of independent India’s history 
has been totally neglected by the country’s film chroniclers but 
emphasised that this neglect is because there is widespread 
apprehension that those in authority would not tolerate a fair and honest 
projection of what actually happened. Not even during British rule there 
had been such repression in the country nor had such severe censorship 
of the media taken place. 

A small event of last week fully justifies the film industry’s fears. A 
46-year old small scale Puducherry industrialist, by name S. Ravi, posted 
a tweet on October 19, 2012 in which he said that finance minister P. 
Chidambaram’s son Karti had amassed more wealth than Robert Vadra. 

Ravi, who has been active in the events being organised in 
Puducherry by IAC (India against Corruption), was summoned by the 
police for this Tweet of his, and put under arrest. Former Madras High 
Court judge David Annoussamy pointed out that by the yardstick 
applied in Ravi’s case by the police, many tweeters would have to be 
arrested. If any person feels aggrieved by a tweet, he can certainly file 
a defamation case against the person who has tweeted. Only if a court 
finds him guilty can he be arrested! 


Tailpiece 

Shortly after assuming charge of the post-Emergency government, 
Prime Minister Shri Morarji Desai set up a Commission of Inquiry to 
investigate the misuse and abuse of constitutional and legal provisions 
and the excesses and malpractices committed by the Congress 
Government during the Emergency period. 

This Commission was headed by former Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court, Justice J.C. Shah. The task assigned to the Commission 
was not small. Yet, very few Commissions assigned such a momentous 
duty could have completed its work so expeditiously. By August 1978, 
the Commission submitted to government its Third and Final Report. 

Wikipedia carries this comment on the Shah Commission Report : 

“The report was particularly scathing of Indira Gandhi, her son 

Sanjay Gandhi and the officers belonging to the civil services who 

helped Sanjay Gandhi. This report was later rejected by the 

Congress government headed by Indira Gandhi, which was back 

in power in 1980. The government also took the extraordinary step 

of recalling every published report of the Shah Commission and 
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destroying the copies. It is now believed that not a single copy of 

this report exists in India. A third and final report of the 

commission seems to have slipped out and is currently held by the 

National Library of Australia.” 

This fact is confirmed by many other commentators also. A senior 
parliamentary colleague of mine, Shri Era Sezhiyan, who was an ardent 
follower of DMK founder Shri C.N. Annadurai was upset about all this 
and personally did a signal service to history and to democracy when 
he decided to privately republish the document destroyed. I deem ita 
proud privilege to have been invited by Shri Sezhiyan to Chennai to 
release this fresh publication renamed “Shah Commission Report: Lost 
and Regained.” 


4 November, 2012 
Oo 
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Sardar Patel’s Stupendous Achievement y 


n extremely interesting book I have come across lately is Indian 

Summer: The Secret History of the End of an Empire. The writer is a 
German lady, Alex Von Tunzelmann. It’s her debut book. 

Award-winning historian William Dalrymple has described the 
book as “a masterpiece”, and “unquestionably the best book I have 
ever read on the Independence and Partition of India and Pakistan.” 

When the Britishers ruled India, the country was not a single 
political unit. It comprised of two distinct parts: first, British India; 
second, princely India. Princely India comprised of 564 states. 

In a book titled The Story of Integration of the Indian States by V.P. 
Menon, renowned journalist. M.V. Kamath made this comment about 
the author: 

“While credit should go to the Sardar for bringing all the princely 
states — as they were called — into the Indian Union, he could achieve 
it only because he had the unstinting support of one who was totally 
conversant with the mentality and psychology of the princes. And 
who was this man? It was Vapal Pangunni Menon — V.P. Menon as 
he was soon to be known. 

“Little is known about VP's early life. For a man who became, 
for all practical purposes, the right hand man, first of the last 
Viceroy, Lord Louis Mountbatten, and later, of the Iron Man of 
India, the great Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, he has left very little 
behind when he voluntarily faded into oblivion. Had he wanted 
anything by way of power and pelf, he could have got it for the 
asking.” 
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This book is the first (1955) of the two monumental volumes written 
by V.P. Menon on that phase of Indian history. The second book (1957) 
bore the title : The Transfer of Power in India. 

The book that provoked me to write today’s blog has a chapter on 
this issue of princely states titled “A Full Basket of Apples”. This chapter 
opens thus: 

“On 18 July, the king signed the India Independence Act in London, 

and the Mountbattens celebrated their silver wedding anniversary 

in Delhi, twenty-five years after having become engaged in that 
city.” 

This book says that the British Government's intentions towards 
the princely states “had been deliberately left unclear by Attlee”. 
Mountbatten was supposed to aid and assist the States in coming to 
fair and just arrangements with the leaders of British India as to their 
future relationships. The new Viceroy was also told “to persuade the 
rulers of any Indian States in which political process has been slow to 
progress rapidly towards some form of more democratic government.” 

Mountbatten interpreted this to mean that he should exert pressure 
upon each prince to go with the majority of his people in deciding 
whether to join India or Pakistan. He agreed to help Patel, and pledged 
to deliver ‘a full basket of apples’ before 15 August. 

On July 9, representatives of the states met to ascertain their starting 
positions. According to Tunzelmann, a majority of states were inclined 
to join India. “But four of the most important states — Hyderabad, 
Kashmir, Bhopal, and Travancore — wanted to become independent 
nations. Each of these states had its own unique set of difficulties. The 
Nizam of Hyderabad was the richest man in the world; he was a Muslim, 
and his people were mostly Hindus. His state was enormous, and both 
France and the United States were rumoured to be ready to recognize 
it. The Maharaja of Kashmir was a Hindu; his people were mostly 
Muslims. His state was even bigger than Hyderabad, but more limited 
by its lack of trade routes and industrial potential. The Nawab of Bhopal 
was an able and ambitious Muslim prince, and one of Jinnah’s advisers: 
unfortunately for him, his state had a Hindu majority, and was stuck 

right in the middle of India, over 500 miles from the likely border with 


Pakistan. Uranium deposits had recently been discovered in Travancore, 


lending the situation there a greater international interest.” : 
The Muslim League strategy in this entire matter was essentially 

focused on making more and more princes decline to join India. Jinnah 

was keen to see that Nehru and Patel “would inherit a moth-eaten India 
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to go with his moth-eaten Pakistan.” But Sardar Patel, Lord 
Mountbatten, and V.P. Menon acting in perfect concert defeated all such 
designs. 

The concluding lines of this significant chapter are a great tribute 
to the achievement of this combination. Alex Von Tunzelmann writes: 

“Whatever may be said about Mountbatten’s tactics or the 

machinations of Patel, their achievement remains remarkable. 

Between them, and in less than a year, it may be argued that these 

two men achieved a larger India, more closely integrated, than 

had 90 years of the British raj, 180 years of the Mughal Empire, 
or 130 years of Asoka and the Maurya rulers.” 

What the German lady has written so eloquently has been 
substantiated by V.P. Menon with facts and figures in his 612-page tome 
The Story of Integration of the Indian States thus: 

“The 564 Indian States comprised two-fifths or almost half of 

the country. Some were large States, some were mere jagirs. When 

India was partitioned and Pakistan became a separate state India 

lost an area of 364,737 square miles and a population of 81.5 

million but by the integration of the states India received an area 

of nearly 500,000 square miles with a population of 86.5 million, 

India was adequately compensated.” 

In his preface to his book on the integration of states, V.P. Menon 
has written: “This book of is in part fulfilment of a promise made to the 
late Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. It was his earnest desire that I should 
write two books, one narrating the events leading to the transfer of 

power and the other dealing with the integration of the Indian States. 


Tailpiece 
On the eve of Sardar Patel’s birth anniversary this year, that is, on 
30th October 2012, the pioneer publish a news-story saying that Prime 
Minister Nehru wanted to scuttle Sardar’s action plan for the liberation 
of Hyderabad. 
The news-story reported runs thus: 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, the then Deputy Prime Minister and 
Home Minister of India, whose 137th birth anniversary is on 
October 31, was insulted, humiliated and disgraced by the then 
Prime Minister, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, during a Cabinet 
meeting. “You are a complete communalist and I'll never be a party 


to your suggestions and proposals,” Nehru shouted at Patel during 
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a crucial Cabinet meeting to discuss the liberation of Hyderabad 
by the Army from the tyranny of the Razakars, the then Nizam’s 
private army. 

“A shocked Sardar Patel collected his papers from the table 
and slowly walked out of the Cabinet room. That was the last time 
Patel attended a Cabinet meeting. He also stopped speaking to 
Nehru since then,” writes M.K.K. Nair, a 1947 batch IAS officer, in 
his memoirs With No Ill Feeling to Anybody. Nair had close ties with 
both Sardar and V.P. Menon, his Man Friday. 

Though Nair has not written the exact date of the above- 
mentioned Cabinet meeting, it could have happened during the 
weeks prior to the liberation of Hyderabad by the Indian Army. 
Operation Polo, the mission to liberate Hyderabad from the Nizam, 
began on September 13, 1948 and culminated on September 18. 
While Sardar Patel wanted direct military action to liberate 
Hyderabad from the rape and mayhem perpetrated by the 2,00,000 
Razakars, Nehru preferred the United Nations route. 

Nair writes that Nehru’s personal hatred for Sardar Patel came 
out in the open on December 15, 1950, the day the Sardar breathed 
his last in Bombay (now Mumbai). “Immediately after he got the 
news about Sardar Patel’s death, Nehru sent two notes to the 
Ministry of States. The notes reached V.P. Menon, the then Secretary 
to the Ministry. In one of the notes, Nehru had asked Menon to 
send the official Cadillac car used by Sardar Patel to the former's 
office. The second note was shocking. Nehru wanted government 
secretaries desirous of attending Sardar Patel’s last rites to do so at 
their own personal expenses.” 

“But Menon convened a meeting of all secretaries and asked 
them to furnish the names of those who want to attend the last 
rites of Patel. He did not mention anything about the note sent by 
Nehru. Menon paid the entire cost of the air tickets for those 
secretaries who expressed their wish to attend Sardar’s last 
journey.” 

7 November, 2012 
oO 
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‘Durbar: An Extremely Interesting Book 


NESE STAT ELT BSE ATER TTT pe nemna nano 


qe a manasan 


D written by journalist Tavleen Singh has received a mixed 
response in the media. Some papers, like Tehelka, have rubbished 
the book by describing it as gossipy tattle against the Gandhi family in 
an attempt “to settle old scores”. On the other hand, The Asian Age has 
hailed the publication by titling its review of the book “Unraveling the 
mystique of Delhi's durbar”. However, no one can deny that Tavleen’s 
new book makes for extremely interesting reading. : 

Asian Age reviewer Ashok Malik is very correct in his observation 
that for all their access, political journalists in the capital are often the 
ultimate outsiders in Lutyens Delhi. At least insofar as 10, Janpath is 
concerned, this is cent per cent true. 

In a book review written for Niti Central, Ashok Malik describes 
Tavleen as “an insider with insight,” and sums up his opinion on the 
book in the opening sentence of his write up: 

“Tavleen Singh’s new book Durbar has the stories, the anecdotes, 

and the sheer gossip that only a Lutyens Zone natural can provide. 

It also has the sharp opinions, the political insights, and the 

assessments of India’s social and economic problems, and policy 

failures, that it takes a watchful journalist to provide.” 

India is a vast country with myriads of problems. The constitution 
and the law empowers government with all the authority needed to 
administer the country effectively. As in all democracies, the prime 
executive in a democratic establishment is the Prime Minister. But as 
everyone in the country knows, the topmost person in India’s hierarchy 
today is not the Prime Minister, but the Congress President. It is this 

situation which is at the root of most maladies that afflict the country 
these days. : ; 
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This book tells its readers that there was a time when its author 
had very close relations not only with Rajiv Gandhi but also with Smt. 
Sonia Gandhi. Then suddenly, this closeness came to an end. Ashok 
Malik comments: Tavleen’s book helps us somewhat to breach “the 
secrecy or mystique of 10 Janpath”. 

Malik’s quaint comment referring to a bizarre rogue operation to 
implicate Rajiv’s and Sonia’s social friends in the Indira Gandhi 
assassination case made me read closely all the eight pages of Chapter 
14 of the book which formed the basis of Malik’s remark. Tavleen herself 
was questioned by the I.B. in this regard. Tavleen’s concluding 
paragraph of this episode adds up to a severe indictment of our 
intelligence agencies thus: 

By the end of the inquisition, I found myself seriously worried 

about the standard of our intelligence agencies. It did not surprise 

me when, some months later, the investigation into whether there 
had been a larger conspiracy to kill the Prime Minister of India 
was allowed to quietly die away.” 

xk k 

This 312-page memoir is preceded by a four-page Author's Note. 
You may disagree with Tavleen Singh's comments in the book, and 
dispute some of her conclusions. But I feel that there is great weight in 
the thrust of her opening note which is succinctly contained in these 
concluding paragraphs: 

Durbar has been difficult to write. I started to write it soon after Rajiv 

Gandhi died. I knew him well from the days when he was not a politician 

and found myself in a unique position to tell the story of how a prime 

minister with the largest mandate in Indian history ended up as such a 

disappointment. Not just because I happened to be a part of the same tiny 

social set in which he moved, but because my career as a journalist, that 
so changed the way I saw India, ran almost parallel with Rajiv's career as 

a politician. I believed then that he had failed India but when I started to 

write the book I realized that he was not the only one who had let India 

down. An entire ruling class had. A ruling class to which I belonged. 

As the story unfolded it became as ifa mirror of my own life, a memoir 
not just of the short life of Rajiv as a politician and how the seeds of 
dynastic democracy were sown, but of my own as a journalist. I discovered 
how much the clear lens of journalism had changed my understanding of 
the country in which I had lived all my life. And this fundamentally 
changed the way in which I saw the people I had grown up with. I saw 
how aloof they were from India, how foreign her culture and history were 
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to them, and how, because of this, they had failed to bring about renewal 
and change. I saw how my life as a journalist opened up doors that made 
me constantly ashamed of how India has been betrayed by people like me. 
I believe that it is because India was let down by her ruling class that she 
failed to become the country she could have been. If we had been less 
foreign and more aware of India’s great wealth of languages and literature, 
of her ancient texts on politics and governance and her scriptures, we 
would have wanted to change many things. But we failed and instead 
brought up our children, as we had been, as foreigners in their own country. 
Fascinated by all things foreign and disdainful of all things Indian. 

A new ruling class is slowly replacin g the old one. A newer, rougher 
breed of politician has come to control the levers of power. The sons of 
peasants and peons and the children of castes that were once considered 
untouchable have ruled some of India’s biggest states. But in emulation 
of the old ruling class they teach their children English and send them to 
Western universities. There would be no harm in this if they did not also 
bring them up removed from their own languages and culture. 

The possibility of an Indian renaissance, that as the first generation 
of Indians to grow up in post-colonial India should have been ours to 
ensure, recedes further and further away. Dynasty, a political tool in the 
hands of the ruling class, has become the catalyst for a new colonization 
of a country whose soul has al ready been deeply scarred by centuries of it. 
This is the main reason why an expanding and increasingly educated 
middle class is becoming disenchanted with democracy and democratic 
institutions. 

KK ok 
Tavleen’s summing up reminds me of Lord Macaulay’s revealing 
remarks made in the British Parliament way back in February 1835: 
“Thave traveled across the length and breadth of India and I have 
not seen one person who is a beggar, who is a thief. Such wealth I 
have seen in this country, such high moral values, people of such 
caliber, that I do not think that we would ever conquer this country, 
unless we break the very backbone of this nation, which is her 
cultural and spiritual heritage, and, therefore, I propose that we 
replace her old and ancient education system, her culture, for if 
the Indians think that all that is foreign and English is good and 


greater than their own, they will lose their self-esteem, their native 
culture and they will become what we want them — a truly 
dominated nation.” 
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Macaulay’s colonising strategy was ingrained in the education 
system introduced by the British in India. Somehow, its effect has 
survived even after Independence. Those who speak only Hindi or other 
Indian languages, and are not very conversant with English, are 
generally looked down upon in our country. I have often given a 
personal example to illustrate this point. I knew very little Hindi during 
the first twenty years of my life that I spent in Sindh. I was conversant 
with only two languages — my mother tongue, Sindhi, and with English. 
I could not read and write Devanagri. However, I studied it diligently 
after I came to Rajasthan. But it was only when I shifted to Delhi in 
1957 that I realised how English enjoys a higher social status even in 
independent India. 

For example, whenever the telephone rang and I happened to pick 
it up, my first expression would be — it still is — “Haanji’ (Hindi for ‘yes, 
please’). To which, many times the response from the other side used 
to be: ‘Sahab ghar mein hain’? (Is sahib at home?) The presumption 
obviously was that some servant in the house was speaking. And I 
would tell them, ‘Aap ko Advani se baat karni hai, to main bol raha hoon.’ (If 
you wish to speak to Advani, you are talking to the right person.) 


Tailpiece 
Readers of Tavleen’s book I am sure, would greatly savour 
Chapter V captioned 1977 Elections, particularly this sample of poll 
oratory, VINTAGE VAJPAYEE. 
When the first posters appeared on Delhi's walls announcing that a rally 
was to be held at the Ram Lila Maidan that would be addressed by the 
major opposition leaders all of us thought it was a joke. 

In the Statesman reporters’ room the feeling was that even if the 
posters were genuine the rally would be a flop because people would be 
too scared to attend it. The Emergency was still in effect and the atmosphere 
of fear that the past eighteen months had created had not dissipated. 

Mr. Raju, the chief reporter, was his usual pessimistic self and 
pronounced that since Mrs. Gandhi was undefeatable there was no point 
anyway. “Even if there’s going to be an opposition rally,” “it will make 
no difference. She wouldn’t have gone for elections if she had any doubts 
about winning.” 

“Yes, but she could have made a mistake,” I said. “I have heard that 
the son and heir was totally opposed to the idea. He told her they could 
lose.” Many years later when Sanjay’s best friend Kamal Nath was a 
cabinet minister in a Congress government in Delhi, I asked him whether 
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it was true that Sanjay had opposed his mother’s decision to huve elections 
and he confirmed that it was. He said that Sanjay and he were together in 
Srinagar when they heard about the elections and Sanjay had been very 
upset. 

When we got to the grounds we noticed that people were streaming 
in from all sides. But not even this prepared us for what we saw when we 
got inside. There were more people than I had ever seen at a political rally. 
The crowd stretched all the way to the end of the Ram Lila grounds and 
beyond. 

At about 6 p.m., the opposition leaders arrived in a convoy of white 
Ambassadors. One by one they rose to make long, boring speeches about 
their travails in jail. I said to a colleague from the Hindustan Times that 
I thought people might start to leave unless somebody said something 
more inspirational. It was past 9 p.m. and the night had got colder although 
the rain had stopped. “Don’t worry,” he replied with a smile, “nobody 
will leave until Atalji speaks. Everyone here has come just to hear him.” 
He pointed to a small man with steel-grey hair, the last speaker that 
evening. “Why?” ‘Because he is the best orator in India.” 

It was well past 9.30 p.m. when Atalji’s turn finally came and as he 
rose to speak the huge crowd stood up and started to clap. Softly, hesitantly 
at first, then more excitedly, they shouted, “Indira Gandhi murdabad! 
Atal Behari zindabad!” He acknowledged the slogans with hands joined 
in a namaste and a faint smile. Then, raising both arms to silence the 
crowd and closing his eyes in the manner of a practiced actor, he said, 
“Baad muddat ke mile hain deewane.” (It has been an age since we 
whom they call mad have had the courage to meet.) He paused. The crowd 
went wild. 

When the applause died he closed his eyes again and allowed himself 
another long pause before saying, “Kehne sunne ko bahut hain afsane.” 
(There are tales to tell and tales to hear.) The cheering was more prolonged, 
the last line of a verse that he told me later he had composed on the spur of 
the moment. “Khuli hawa mein zara saans to le lein, kab tak rahegi 
aazadi kaun jaane.” (But first let us breathe deeply of the free air for we 
know not how long our freedom will last.) The crowd was now hysterical. 

Despite the night being so chilly, and a thin drizzle starting again, 
nobody left. They listened to Atalji in complete silence. 

Eloquently, in simple Hindi, Atalji told them why they must not 
vote for Indira Gandhi. I no longer have a copy of the speech he made that 
night, and he spoke extempore, but I paraphrase here what I remember of 
it, Freedom, he began, democratic rights, the fundamental right to disagree 
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with those who rule us, these things mean nothing until they are taken 
away. In the past two years they were not just taken away but those who 
dared to protest were punished. The India that her citizens loved no longer 
existed, he said, it became a vast prison camp, a prison camp in which 
human beings were no longer treated as human. They were treated with 
such contempt that they could be forced against their will to do things 
that should never be done against a human being’s free will. The opposition 
leaders (he said ‘we’) knew that something needed to be done about India’s 
expanding population; they did not oppose family planning, but they did 
not believe that human beings could be bundled into trucks like animals, 
sterilized against their will and sent back. The clapping this remark evoked 
went on and on and on and it would be only on election day that I would 
understand why. 

Long after Atalji finished speaking and the opposition leaders got 
back into their white Ambassadors and drove off the crowds stayed as if 
they had collectively decided that they needed to do more than applaud a 
stirring speech. So when party workers appeared carrying soggy sheets in 
which they collected donations everyone gave something. On that cold 
January night as I watched rickshaw-wallas and those who lived on a 
pittance from manual labour on Delhi's streets donate what they could I 
got my first inkling that there was a chance Indira Gandhi could lose the 
election. 


23 December, 2012 
Oo 
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Let Country emulate Kerala’s initiative on 
Sree Narayana Guru 


vemiama 


ew Year has just commenced. I am happy that on the last day of 

December 2012, I was in Kerala, and was able to visit Sivagiri, a 
pilgrim spot associated with the hallowed memory of Sree Narayana 
Guru, a great yogi and a siddha, revered by Mahatma Gandhi for his 
unrelenting crusade against untouchability and casteism. 

The Guru was bom at a time when the practice of untouchability 
was at its worst. There were people whose sight itself was supposed to 
cause defilement to others. In temples for a deity, lakhs who believed 
in the same deity and religion, were not allowed even to enter. 

I recall that it was in 1987 that I had been first invited to visit Sivagiri 
Mutt in Varkala some 45 kms. from Thiruvananthapuram. I was asked 
to be Chief Guest at the three-day celebrations that are held there every 
year since 1932. Because of bad weather, the flights for 
Thiruvananthapuram were cancelled, and I could not go. Sivagiri is a 
hillock in Varkala where lakhs of the Guru’s devotees visit to pay 
homage to his Samadhi, and the shrine of Sharda (Saraswati) that he 
has installed here. 

Prior to installing this pratima of Saraswati at Sivagiri, Sree 
Narayana Guru had set up a shrine of Siva at Aruvippuram. So when 
in 1987 I failed to go to Sivagiri I somewhat made up for this when I 
visited Aruvippuram a year later. This year of course, I started my 
inaugural speech with apologizing to the large audience of pilgrims 
there clothed in peethambara (yellow) clothes that I had come to this 
sacred place 25 years late! 

The three-day celebrations were conceived by Sree Narayan Guru 


and announced before his death in 1928. These take place annually on 
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December 30, 31 and January 1. On December 30, the celebrations are 
formally opened by the State Chief Minister. The second day’s function 
is the Teerthdanam Sammelanam which this year I was asked to 
inaugurate. This was presided over by Union Minister Shri Vyalar Ravi. 
On the last day, there are several eminent scholars who speak about 
different aspects of the Code of Ethics laid down by Sree Narayana 
Guru. 

In my address, I welcomed Chief Minister Oomen Chandi’s 
announcement the previous day that from 2013 onwards Sree Narayan 
Guru’s teachings would be part of the School syllabus in Kerala State. 

It is indeed unfortunate that in Indian schools, the teaching of 
history is almost entirely focused on kings, their dynasties, their wars 
and exploits. The remarkable contributions of our sages and seers are 
generally kept away from the children, and often on the plea that in a 
secular state anything to do with religion is taboo. This is an absurd 
approach. So in my speech at Sivagiri I urged Union Minister Vyalar 
Ravi to ensure that Kerala’s initiative is emulated by the Centre and 
other states. It would elevate the level of school studies if the teachings 
and ideals of saints like Swami Dayanand Saraswati, Shri Ramakrishna 
Paramahansa and Swami Vivekananda are part of the normal 
curriculum. 

The Union Minister for Overseas Indians Shri Ravi responded by 
saying that he would take up the issue with the Prime Minister. 

In my speech that day I recalled that while in school we had 
gathered that the touchstone for judging a student's intelligence level 
was knowing how high or low was his or her IQ that is, Intelligence 
Quotient. Later, when I happened to read a book titled E.Q., it made 
me appreciate that while judging an individual's personality, his IQ 
may be important, but his E.Q. which meant Emotional Quotient is 
even more important. Emotional Quotient meant how susceptible a 
person is to emotions like anger, envy, etc. I said that day what the 
Kerala State has done and what I urge should be done by educational 
institutions all over the country is something that would raise the 
Spiritual Quotient also of all our countrymen. While coining this S.Q. 
phrase, I do not have any religion or creed in mind, I am thinking only 
of the ethical and moral values a student imbibes in his institution. 

Shortly before he passed away in 1902, Swami Vivekananda ji had 
remarked that the country needs a man-making machinery that is able 
to produce Men with a Capital M. What he had in mind were men with 
high IQ, EQ and SQ, that is men with an exceptionally high character 
and extraordinary ability and talent. 
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Our educational institutions would be rendering signal service to 
the country if they succeeded in evolving an educational system which 
could become the Man-making machinery Swami Vivekananda had 
talked about! 

X OK ok 

In Thiruvananthapuram itself, on the eve of my visit to Sivagiri, I 
attended another impressive function organised to honour Shri O. 
Rajagopal, my party colleague for many years, and also a ministerial 
associate in Shri Vajpayee’s government, on the completion of 
Rajagopalji’s fifty years in public life. 

All those who spoke at the packed Kerala University’s Senate 
Auditorium paid rich encomiums to our Kerala leader for his ability 
and integrity, and the conscious contribution he had made for Kerala’s 
welfare when he was a Union Minister in the NDA Government. But 
what I deem significant was the galaxy of leaders who turned up to 
greet Rajagopalji that day. Representatives from the entire political and 
social spectrum were present on the dias. 

As Chief Guest at the 
programme, I urged political 
activists cutting across party 
lines to work together and 
conscientiously to take India to 
the forefront of nations. 
Delivering the keynote 
address, Leader of the 
Opposition V.S. 
Achuthanandan said that 
although he and Mr. Rajagopal 
occupied diametrically 
opposed poles in politics, they retained a close friendship. However, 
the CPI(M) and the BJP had worked together for a brief period, in the 
fight against Emergency, and he and Mr. Rajagopal were in prison 
together during the period. 

Gandhi Smarak Nidhi chairman P. Gopinathan Nair chaired the 
meeting which was addressed by, among others, Health Minister V.S. 
Sivakumar, CPI State secretary Pannian Ravindran, poet O.N.V. Kurup, 
Mayor K. Chandrika, BJP veteran Parameswaran, BJP State president 
V. Muralidharan, Kerala Congress leader V. Surendran Pillai, Syro- 
Malankara Catholic Church Auxiliary Bishop Samuel Mar Irenius, 


Swami Tatvaroopananda, and NIMS Medicity managing director M.S. 
Faisal Khan. 


Glimpse of the programme 


4 January, 2013 


psa ; O 
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Even Nehru’s Secularism was based on 


PS EE ETE 


AN outstanding book I have run into these days is one by a renowned 
Harvard scholar Diana L Eck. The book is titled INDIA: A Sacred 
Geography. 
Some historians say that Indians lack a sense of history. In chapter 
2 of the book, captioned “What is India?”, the author of this extremely 
well-researched book refers to such remarks, but goes on to affirm that 
it is however, “remarkable to discover that they (Indians) had a detailed 
sense of geography.” Diana adds: 
Even in a time when travel throughout the length and breadth of 
the land must have been very difficult, there were traditions of 
geographical knowledge to suggest that such travel was indeed 
undertaken. And it is remarkable that even in a time when the 
subcontinent had no political unity whatsoever, those who 
described this territory to Alexander’s company thought of it and 
described it as a single land.... 

They also attested that India was roughly quadrilateral in 
shape, with the Indus River forming the western boundary, the 
Himalayas and the Hindu Kush stretched along the north, and the 
seas skirting the other two sides. They even cited its measurements: 
the length of the River Indus; the distance from the Indus to 
Pataliputra and from there to the mouth of the Ganges; the distances 
along the eastern and western coasts. 

Alexander Cunningham, who under the British became Director 
of the Archaeological Survey of India, wrote in 1871: 
“The close agreement of these dimensions, given by Alexander's 
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informants, with the actual size of the country is very remarkable, 

and shows that the Indians, even at that early date in their history, 

had a very accurate knowledge of the form and extent of their native 
land.” 

When the Britishers ruled our country one school of so-called 
orientalists, keen to promote the Empire were scornful of the idea that 
India was one country, and that Indians were one people. 

A prominent representative of this school was a British Civil 
servant, Sir John Strachey. Speaking at the University of Cambridge in 
1888, Sir Strachey said “What does this name India signify? The answer 
that has more than once been given sounds paradoxical, but it is true,” 
he said. “There is no such country, and this is the first and most essential 
fact about India that can be learned. India is a name, which we give to 
a great region including a number of different countries,” 

Sir John Strachey argued that Europe had more of common culture 
than India. “Scotland is more like Spain than Bengal is like the Punjab... 
There are no countries in civilized Europe in which people differ as 
much as the Bengali differs from the Sikh, and the language of Bengal 
is as unintelligible in Lahore as it would be in London.” 

Diana Eck, the author of this book, is a professor of Comparative 
Religion and Indian Studies at Harvard University. While her book 
Banaras, City of Light is regarded a classic in the field, this 559-page to 
me painstakingly projecting how Hindu mythology, interwoven with 
India’s geography is a powerful and convincing refutation of the 
imperial thesis that India is not one country, and that Indians are not 
one people. 

This book recalls Pandit Nehru’s incarceration in the Ahmednagar 
Fort where he wrote his Discovery of India. It was in this book that he 
reflected how his travels across the country during the freedom struggle 

made him acutely alive to the impression of the country’s unity. Nehru 
wrote: 

Though outwardly there was diversity and infinite variety among 

our people, everywhere there was that tremendous impress of 

‘oneness’, which had held all of us together for ages past, whatever 

political fate or misfortune had befallen us. The unity of India was 

no longer merely an intellectual concept for me: it was an emotional 

experience which overpowered me. 

Diana comments: “Nehru’s vision of India surely included all its 
caste and regional communities, as well as its religious diversity. 
Although he espoused an ardent secularism throughout his political 
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life, from his rising leadership of the Indian National Congress in the 
1930s to his death as the first Prime Minister of India in 1964, it was a 
secularism that was somehow built on the kinds of deep, presumptively 
Hindu foundations we are describing.” 

The BJP and the RSS hold that the basis of Indian nationalism is 
our culture. When in October 1961, the AICC held its session at Madurai, 
Pandit Nehru remarked that India has “for ages past been a country of 
pilgrimages.” He added: “All over the country you find these ancient 
places, from Badrinath, Kedarnath and Amarnath, high up in the snowy 
Himalayas down to Kanyakumari in the south. What has drawn our 
people from the south to the north and from the north to the south is 
these great pilgrimages. It is the feeling of one country and one culture 
and this feeling has bound us together. Our ancient books have said 
that the land of Bharat is the land stretching from the Himalayas in the 
north to the southern seas. This conception of Bharat as one great land 
which the people considered a holy land has come down the ages and 
has joined us together, even though we have had different political 
kingdoms and even though we may speak different languages. This 
silken bond keeps us together in many ways.” 

Pandit Nehru’s Madurai speech clearly spelt out India’s ancient 
but constantly self-renewing culture as the ‘silken bond’ that unites 
our diversities into ‘one country’. 

Kk OK 

Hearty compliments to Umashree Bharati for the successful 
completion of the First Phase of her Ganga Samagra Abhiyan, to mark 
which a formal function was held at the Constitution Club on January 
7, 2013. 

The Abhiyan had two main components: one, a five-week yatra 
lasting from 20 September 2012 to 28 October 2012, from Ganga Sagar 
to Gangotri and secondly, a Manav shrinkhala (a Human Chain) all along 
the banks of the Ganga on December 2, 2012. 

Sadhvi Uma Bharati’s campaign is aimed at two objectives. (i) 
Shuddh Ganga, (ii) Aviral Ganga. 

At this well-attended function Bharati ji gave the gathering an 
impressive account of the very enthusiastic response the Abhiyan had 
received from all communities and sections of society. 

At the function held at the V.B.P. House, my daughter Pratibha’s 
30 minute highly engrossing i courage film Ganga was screened. 
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In this book on Sacred Geography, there is a separate chapter on 
“The Ganga and the Rivers of India”. 

In this chapter, Diana says: “There are few things on which Hindu 
India, diverse as it is, speaks with one voice as clearly as it does on 
Ganga Mata. The river carries an immense cultural and religious 
significance for Hindus, no matter what part of the subcontinent they 
call home, no matter what their sectarian leaning might be.” As one 
Hindi author writes, “Even the most hardened atheist of a Hindu will 
find his heart full of feelings he has never before felt when for the first 
time he reaches the bank of the Ganga.” Or, we might add, when the 
Ganga reaches him. The use of Ganga water to evoke sentiments of 
unity among people of diverse regions and multiple Hindu traditions 
should be wholly benign. After all, this is a symbol that bears only 
beneficence, only the brimming water pot and the lotus. 

Volunteers for Umashree’s campaign had gone to all MPs, MLAs 
and thousands of public representatives to present them with urns of 
gangajal. Umaji herself had gone to present gangajal to the Rashtrapati, 
the Hon'ble Speaker and several other distinguished VIPs. 

All those who were part of this Gangajal presentation programme 
were, however, unanimous that the reverence which these urns 


commanded was not confined to Hindus but Hindus, Muslims, 
Christians. Sikhs, etc. all alike. 


11 January, 2013 
oO 
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TR Kumbh Mela: 
A Spectacle Like No Other 
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a 


have been in Parliament for over forty years now. There was a time 

when the people who came to me with some or other request, the 
largest number used to be those wanting a telephone connection. Most 
of them would say that they have been on the waiting list of applicants 
for a connection for years, and yet the possibility of getting a phone 
connection is nowhere in sight. 

With the arrival of cell phones, things have radically changed. 
Today hardly any one comes with this demand. Mobile phone use in 
India is growing faster than anywhere else in the world. By 2010, it 
was estimated that there were in the country more than 60 crore cell 
phone subscribers and 15 million new subscribers are being added to 
this number every month. There is an explosion in the number of 
Internet users also. In 1998, this number was 1.4 million. Today it is 
more than 75 millions. Harvard Professor Diana L. Eck whose book on 
India titled INDIA: A Sacred Geography I quoted a fortnight back, has 
described India as the “Capital of the technology revolution’. 

The last chapter of Diana Eck’s book is titled “A Pilgrim’s India 
today”. In this, she writes: 

“It should not surprise us that the revolutions in transportation 

and communications have stimulated an even greater flow of 

pilgrimage traffic. Far from fading with the onrush of modern 
technology, pilgrimage has gained new energies. The Internet 
provides access to websites for Tirupati or Vaishno Devi, where 

one can make a booking for pujas and special darshans and make a 

reservation in a dharmashala. If one is simply unable to make the 
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trip, one can listen to the chanting of the morning suprabhatam in 
the Tirupati temple and there are connections for online darshan 
and donation. Pilgrims can browse the Internet for the best deals 
on the char dham yatra in the Himalayas or pilgrimage packages to 
seemingly countless destinations, from Badrinath in the mountains 
to Rameshvaram in the far south of Tamil Nadu”. 

Yet another example this chapter has given is about how the volume 
of pilgrims has been growing in Vaishno Devi (in J&K). Diana says that 
in 1986 visitors to Vaishno Devi were 14 lakhs, while in 2009 it was 
over 82 lakhs. In the last three years, the annual number must have 
surely crossed one crore! 

Last week at Prayag, at the triveni confluence of Ganga, Yamuna 
and the mythical Saraswati, the Kumbh Mela, the largest religious 
festival in the world, commenced. Prayag is not the only place where 
this gigantic Kumbh Mela is held. Kumbh literally means an urn, and 
in case of the sacred Kumbh Mela, an urn containing amrita (nectar). 
The Mela is held at three other places also, though at different points 
of time — at Haridwar, Ujjain and Nasik. 

I had been to the Prayagraj Kumbh twelve years back. More 
recently, I had been to the Kumbh Mela in Haridwar. That was in 2010, 
when BJP’s Dr. Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ was Chief Minister. At this 
Mela, His Holiness the Dalai Lama was also with me at most of the 
functions. 

Shortly before visiting Rishikesh, where I ordinarily stay at the 
Parmarth Niketan headed by Swami Chidanand ji, I had read an 
excellent write up on the Kumbh Melas by Mark Tully, who for many 
years had been BBC's Chief of Bureau in New Delhi and who was 
externed from India by the Congress Government during the 

Emergency because he was strongly opposed to the Emergency. It is 
significant that after retirement Mark Tully has settled down in India. 

In this write-up, Mark Tully had regretted that while media 
estimates often spoke about the number of millions who took bath in 
the Holy Ganga at the Kumbh, never have satellite photographs, 
computers and the other paraphernalia of modern technology been 
used to make a reasonably accurate estimate of the actual numbers. 

So, when I visited the Kumbh in 2010, I asked our C.M. Dr. 
Pokhriyal to do this. Pokhariyal asked the ISRO National Remote 
Sensing Centre of the Union Government, and the Uttarakhand Space 
Application Centre of the State Government, to make a more 


dependable assessment of the number of pilgrims who had come. 
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The above-mentioned two organizations using high resolution 
Indian Satellite Data and Ground Based Information made an estimate 
of the number of pilgrims who took bath on the Pramukh Shahi Snan 
Day (April 14, 2010) of the Kumbh Mela, and gave the estimated figure 
as 1 crore, 63 lakhs, 77 thousand and 5 hundred! I hope these space 
organizations, on their own also, make an assessment about this year’s 
Kumbh Mela at Prayagraj. 

Mark Tully’s piece on the Kumbh, taken from his book No Full 
Stops in India, says 

“No other country in the world could provide a spectacle like the 

Kumbh Mela. It was a triumph for the much maligned Indian 

administrators, but it was a greater triumph for the people of India. 

And how did the English-language press react to this triumph? 

Inevitably, with scorn. The Times of India, the country’s most 

influential paper, published a long article replete with phrases like 

‘Obscurantism ruled the roost in Kumbh’, ‘Religious dogma 

overwhelmed reason at the Kumbh’, and ‘The Kumbh after all 

remained a mere spectacle with its million hues but little substance.’ 

When Tully went to Allahabad, that is Prayag, he stayed with Sant 
Bax Singh, an ex-M.P. and brother of Shri V.P. Singh, a Congressman 
who later revolted against Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi and became 
P.M. in 1989-90. Talking to Sant Bax Singh about religion and secularism, 
Mark Tully expressed the feeling that when so many millions attend 
the Kumbh Melas, is not fear of the elite justified that such religious 
congregations may lead to Hindu fundamentalism? 

The reply given to this question is not only interesting, but 
educating as well. Let me quote Sant Bax Singh’s response to the fear 
expressed by Mark Tully: 

“Look, you know perfectly well that the vast majority of those who 

have bathed at the Sangam will go away and vote for secular parties 

like the Congress or my brother’s Janata Dal, so where is the 
question of a threat to secularism? Actually, this debate about 
secularism is a Western debate, because in your part of the world, 
religion blocked reason and science. Debates here have never been 
religion versus non-religion — that has been brought here by you.” 
After quoting this conversation, Mark Tully sharply criticizes 


“aggressive secularism”, and calls it “a barren creed which can cause 


great offence to religious people.” 
25 January, 2013 
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Amazing Author: 
Thought Provoking Book 


ee oe 


ee RETR TRIES eee 


ast month I received a copy of Khushwantnama: The Lessons of My 

Life. I completed the 188-page book by Khushwant Singh almost 
in a single sitting. And the first thing I felt like doing after reading the 
book was to ask my office to connect me to Khushwant Singh so that I 
could offer him my salutations for this wonderful book published by 
Penguin Viking. 

The person who picked up the phone at the other end told my 
office that Khushwant Singhji may not be able to come to the phone. A 
message was also conveyed that if Advani wanted to meet Khushwant 
ji, he was welcome to see him that evening. I immediately responded 
that I had another engagement that evening, but I would certainly call 
on him the next day. 

Khushwant Singh was born on February 2, 1915. So when I received 
this book in February 2013, I knew that he had completed 98 years of 
his life and had entered his 99th year! 

I have not read any other author who could write so well, and 
with such lucidity, at such an advanced age. It is therefore, that in the 
caption to this blog I have not only lauded the book, but also the writer. 

K K k 
The book opens with this verse from Shakespeare: 
This above all, to thine own self be true, 
And it must follow, as the night the day, 
Thou canst not then be false to any man. 


Hamlet Act I, Scene IM 
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I must say that this book is eloquent testimony to the fact that 
Khushwant Singh spares absolutely no effort to be true to himself. He 
writes with extraordinary candour even while writing about his own 
self. Sample these first two paragraphs of his Introduction: 

I am now in what, according to traditional Hindu belief, is the 
fourth and final stage of life, sanyaas. I should be meditating in 
solitude, I should have shed all attachments and all interest in 
worldly things. According to Guru Nanak, a person who lives into 
his nineties feels weak, does not understand the reason for his 
weakness and keeps lying down. I have not reached either of those 
stages of my life just yet. 

Atninety-eight, I count myself lucky that I still enjoy my single 
malt whiskey at seven every evening. I relish tasty food, and look 
forward to hearing the latest gossip and scandal. I tell people who 
drop in to see me, if you have nothing nice to say about anyone, 
come and sit beside me. I retain my curiosity about the world 
around me; I enjoy the company of beautiful women; I take joy in 
poetry and literature, and in watching nature. 

Apart from the Introduction, the book contains sixteen chapters. 
As a former journalist, I particularly liked three of these, namely: 

(i) The Business of Writing 
(ii) What it Takes to be a Writer 
(iii) Journalism Then and Now 
xok k 

In a chapter titled “Dealing with Death”, the author writes: 
I actually believe in the Jain philosophy that death ought to be 
celebrated. I had even written my own obituary in 1943 when I 
was in my twenties. It later appeared in a collection of short stories, 
titled Posthumous. In the piece I imagined the Tribune announcing 
news of my death on its front page with a small photograph. The 
headline would read: ‘Sardar Khushwant Singh Dead’. And then 
in somewhat smaller print: “We regret to announce the sudden 
death of Sardar Khushwant Singh at 6 p.m. last evening. He leaves 
behind a young widow, two infant children and a large number of 
friends and admirers.... Amongst those who called at the late 
sardar’s residence were the PA to the chief justice, several ministers, 
and judges of the High Court.” 

The last but one chapter of this book is the one captioned: “Twelve 
tips to live long and be happy.” My daughter Pratibha said to me: 
“Without even reading this book you seem to be following most of the 
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tips given by Khushwant Singh. Two of the most invaluable tips held 
out by the book are: Don’t lose your temper, and don’t tell a lie! And 
you follow both these almost intuitively.” 
The last chapter of the book is Epitaph. It runs as follows: 
How would I like to be remembered when I am gone? I would like 
to be remembered as someone who made people smile. A few years 
ago, I wrote my own epitaph: 
Here lies one who spared neither man nor God 
Waste not your tears on him, he was a sod 
Writing nasty things he regarded as great fun 
Thank the Lord he is dead, this son of a gun. 
—Khushwant Singh 
KOK K 
On Sunday March 3, 2013 I called on Sardar Khushwant Singh at 
his residence at Sujan Singh Park, New Delhi (named after Khushwant 
Singh’s grandfather). I heartily complimented him on the book he had 
written, and offered my pranams to him. I had a cup of tea and spent a 
very pleasant hour at the place. I also met his daughter Mala who lives 
in the adjoining flat, and takes great care of him. 


Tailpiece 
President Zail Singh was operated on in the same Texan hospital 
as his predecessor, Sanjiva Reddy. When taken to the operating theatre, 
the chief surgeon asked the President: ‘Are you ready?’ 
‘No, I am not,’ he replied. ‘I am Zail Singh.’ 
Chapter in the book, 
“Humour is a lethal weapon”. 


18 March, 2013 
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PENIS REPRE SEE CE RE EEE SE RYE TEE SEES 


The Collegium System of Judicial. 
Appointments Needs to be Revisited 


meamea 


OE ES ToS PO 


E has now been an independent country for over 65 years. If any 
one were to ask me as to what has been the country’s biggest 
achievement during this period of six and a half decades I would 
unhesitatingly say: Democracy. 

We have not been able to overcome poverty, illiteracy and 
malnutrition. But notwithstanding the intense cynicism of Western 
scholars, India is practically the only one among the developing 
countries liberated from colonial rule which has remained a vibrant, 
vigorous, multi-party democracy all these years since 1947. 

True, there has been a two-year exception — the Emergency period 
of 1975-77, when the Rule of Law, Freedom of Expression and such 
other essential attributes of democracy came under eclipse. 

I hold that in June 1975, following the Allahabad High Court 
judgement, which not only struck down Prime Minister Smt. Gandhi’s 
election to the Lok Sabha as invalid, but also barred her from contesting 
any election for six years, a sinister bid was made by those in power to 
see that democracy as conceived by our constitution makers was 
brought to an end. 

The National Herald the daily paper from New Delhi started by 
Pandit Nehru wrote an editorial praising the one party system in African 


states like Tanzania, and wrote: 
The Westminster model need not be the best model, and some 
African states have demonstrated how the people’s voice will 
prevail whatever be the outward structure of democracy. By 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


178 | L.K. ADVANI 


stressing the need for a strong Centre, the PM has poin ed out the 

strength of Indian democracy. A weak Centre threatens the 

country’s unity, integrity, and very survival of freedom. She has 
posed the most important question: If the country’s freedom does 
not survive, how can democracy survive? 

Never ever in the two centuries of British rule was the right to 
freedom of expression so brutally suppressed as during the 1975-77 
Emergency. As many as 1,10,806 persons were put behind bars; of these 
253 were journalists. 

If democracy has survived nevertheless, I would give credit mainly 
to two factors; firstly, the judiciary, and secondly, the electorate which 
in 1977 punished the Congress Party so severely that never again would 
any government ever dare to abuse the Emergency provisions as 
perversely as was done in 1975. 

All prominent political leaders, MPs, etc. were detained during 
the Emergency under a draconian law named MISA, that is, 
Maintenance of Internal Security Act. These included such 
distinguished leaders as Jaya Prakash Narayan, Morarji Desai, Chandra 
Shekharji and A.B. Vajpayee. In all, the number of MISA detenus was 
34,988. The law laid down that no grounds were to be given to those 
arrested under MISA. 

All MISA detenues filed Habeas Corpus petitions in their respective 
state High Courts. At all places, the government had raised the same 
objection: in an Emergency, all Fundamental Rights are suspended and 
so no detenu has a right to file a Habeas Corpus petition. Almost all the 
high courts rejected the government's objection, and ruled in favour of 
the petitioners. The government not only went in appeal to the Supreme 
Court but actually punished the judges who had allowed the petitions. 
The diary I used to maintain while I was in prison records the names of 
nineteen judges who were transferred to other high courts because they 
had decided against the government! 

My diary also records under the date 16 December 1975: 

The Supreme Court has been hearing GOI's appeal against the High 

Court judgments in favour of MISA prisoners. This includes our 

case (that of four MPs who had gone to Bangalore for a 

Parliamentary Committee meeting but had been arrested there 

under MISA) also. Justice Khanna is reported to have pointed out 

to the Attorney General Niren De, that Article 21 of the Constitution 
deals with the right not only to personal liberty but also to life. Is it 
the stand of the Attorney General, he asked, that even if a person 
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is killed he has no remedy because enforcement of this right also 

has been suspended? Niren De replied: “It weighs on my 

conscience. But that is the position in law”. 

It is worth noting here that later on, most of the judges of the 
Supreme Court also admitted that the decision in that notorious case 
was wrong. Some of them publicly recanted their view. 

In 2011, the Supreme Court formally declared that the majority 
opinion of the Constitution Bench of this court in Additional District 
Magistrate Jabalpur vs. Shivakant Shukla reported in 1976 was 
“erroneous”, that the majority judgement “violated the fundamental 
rights of a large number of people in this country”, and that it was 
Justice Khanna whose dissenting judgement had become the law of 
the land. 

These days the issue most discussed in the 
country is corruption. There was a time when all 
talk of corruption was related only to the executive 
- politicians and bureaucrats. No one talked of 
corruption in the judiciary, certainly not in the 
higher judiciary. 

Things have changed in recent years. Justice 
Ruma Pal herself a former Supreme Court judge, 
in her Tarkunde Memorial Lecture in November 
2011, spoke about “seven deadly sins” of judges. 
One of the seven sins mentioned was corruption. 

In her lecture, she said that the belief that there is nowadays 
corruption in the judiciary also is “as damaging for credibility in the 
independence of the judiciary as the act of corruption.” 

Lately, a perceptible change has come about in the standards of 
judges selected. When Justice Ruma Pal spoke about the seven sins of 
judges, she, a jurist reputed to be forthright in her articulation 
deliberately added a caveat to her pronouncement that she was 
speaking from the “safe haven of retirement”. 

I often wonder how the judiciary would 
react today to a situation similar to that which 
arose in June 1975. Would as many as nineteen 
judges of High Courts muster courage to invite 
the wrath of the Executive by deciding in favour 
of MISA detenus? I frankly doubt it. 

Presently, judicial appointments and 
transfer of judges are decided by a forum of the 


Justice Ruma Pal 


Justice J.S. Verma 
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Chief Justice of India and the four senior-most judges of the Supreme 
Court which is popularly known as the Collegium. The Collegium 
system has its genesis in a series of three judgements (1993, 1994 and 
1998). The first and second of these judgements were delivered by 
Justice J.S. Verma, Chief Justice of India. He himself in an interview to 
Frontline (Oct. 10, 2008 issue) has observed: “My 1993 judgement which 
holds the field, was very much misunderstood and misused. It was in 
that context that I said the working of the judgment now for some time 
is raising serious questions, which cannot be called unreasonable. 
Therefore some kind of rethink is required.” 

In 2008, the Law Commission, in its 214th report, analyzing the 
position in various countries said: “In all other constitutions either the 
Executive is the sole authority to appoint judges, or the Executive 
appoints judges in consultation with the Chief Justice. The Indian 
Constitution has followed the latter method. However, the second 
judges case has completely eliminated and excluded the Executive.” 

Quoting Justice Verma’s interview to The Frontline, the Law 
Commission wrote: “The Indian Constitution provides a beautiful 
system of checks and balances under Articles 124 (2) and 217 (1) for the 
appointment of judges of the Supreme Court and the High Courts where 
both the Executive and the Judiciary have been given a balanced role. 
It is time the original balance of power is restored.” 

We are the world’s largest democracy which naturally expects that 
insofar as appointments to high judicial offices are concerned there 
must be transparency, fairness and a merit-based system. And yet, in 
her Tarkunde Memorial Lecture, Justice Ruma Pal remarked that “the 
process of appointment of judges to the superior courts was possibly 
the best kept secret of the country.” 

The “mystique” of the process, the small base from which the 
selections were made and the “secrecy and confidentially” ensured 
that the “process may, on occasions, make wrong appointments and, 
worse still, lend itself to nepotism”, she said. 

An indiscreet comment or a chance rumour was enough to rule 
out a person’s perceived suitability for the post, she said. Friendships 
and obligations also sometimes colour recommendations, she added. 


25 March, 2013 
Oo 
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and Easter Sunday 2 


BJP, 


sperma esere ste RES TEESE 


ee = 


ast Sunday, March 31, 2013 was Easter Sunday, a very important 

Christian Festival. While all other Christian festivals, according to 
the Gregorian calendar, fall ona fixed day every year, Easter is a festival 
that takes place on different dates each year. 

Next year for instance, Easter is to be celebrated on April 20, 2014. 

For us in the B.J.P. a party launched in 1980, Easter Sunday has a 
very special significance. In 1980, Easter Sunday fell on April 6th, the 
day on which the BJP was launched in New Delhi by Shri Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee. 

In June 1975, the Allahabad High Court pronouncing verdict in an 
election petition filed by Socialist Party leader Shri Raj Narain struck 
down Smt. Gandhi's election to the Lok Sabha. Prime Minister Smt. 
Gandhi was found guilty of electoral corruption, and barred from 
contesting any election for a period of six years. 

Following this grave development, the Congress Government 
imposed an Emergency in the country on the plea of internal 
disturbances. All fundamental rights under the Constitution were 
suspended, more than one lakh political activists of opposition parties 
were put behind bars and the media suppressed in a manner never 
done even under British Rule. The Emergency lasted for nearly 20 


months. 
In March 1977, when the next Lok Sabha elections were held the 


Indian electorate for the first time since independence threw out the 
Congress Party from power in New Delhi. Shri Morarji Bhai Desai, the 
President of the Congress (O) at that point of time became the Prime 
Minister, leading a Janata Party Government. 
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Although I have participated in every Parliamentary election held 
since 1952 either as a campaigner, or as a candidate, Ican unhesitatingly 
affirm that the 1977 elections have been the most crucial in the political 
history of the country. On no other occasion did the survival of Indian 
democracy depend so critically on the outcome of an election. If the 
Congress Party had won this election, the Emergency, which was a 
sinister bid to put an end to multi-party democracy in India would 
have earned popular legitimacy! Similarly, no other election has been a 
greater testimony to the innate democratic wisdom of the Indian 
electorate than this one. The electorate punished the Congress Party 
very severely. In several states like Punjab, Haryana, Himachal, Delhi, 
UP, and Bihar, the Party could not get a single Lok Sabha seat! 

The Morarji Bhai Government did not last long. Internal factional 
squabbles brought it to an end in 1979. The Lok Sabha elections were 
next held in 1980. It was clear to most of us in the Janata Party that we 
would lose badly. But the drubbing given to the Janata Party was really 
bad. From its strength of 298 in 1977, the Janata Party slumped to just 
31 seats in 1980! In these 31 members, Jana Sangh’s own tally was a 
mere 16, compared to 93 in 1977. 

Shortly after the 1980 elections, a meeting of the Janata Party 
Executive was convened where it was decided that more attention be 
paid to the organizational growth of the party. The executive also 
decided to launch a membership campaign of the Janata Party so that 
on the basis of a scheduled timetable party elections can be completed. 

I believe that it is this decision that made some sections of the party 
initiate what later came to be known as the anti dual-membership 
campaign. The campaign was directed against former members of the 
Jana Sangh who it was alleged were members not only of the Janata 
Party but also of the RSS. It was known to every-one that RSS was not a 
political party. This was like accusing a Congressman who was also an 
Arya Samaji of being guilty of dual membership! Soon a whispering 
campaign began that if former Jana Sanghis were allowed to keep their 
association with the RSS the party would alienate Muslim voters. 

During the heated debate on the dual membership issue extremely 
sage counsel came from Achyut Patwardhan, a renowned Gandhian 
and freedom fighter. In an article titled “Janata, RSS and Nation” 
published by the Indian Express. Patwardhan wrote: 

“It is on the strength and the contribution to the mass struggle 


against the emergency that the Bharatiya Jana San: i 
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into the Janata Party as its major constituent. What has the Jana 

Sangh and/or the RSS said or done from the time the emergency 

was lifted to date which has provoked Mr. Madhu Limaye, Raj 

Narain and their supporters to launch a rabid campaign of 

denigration.” 

Shri Vajpayee, Shri Nanaji Deshmukh and I took strong exception 
to this dual membership move. In the party meetings, I said that we 
were being shunned within the party as if we were untouchables. I 
added: 

“The Janata Party had 5 constituents, the Congress (O), Lok Dal, 

Socialist Party, CFD of Babu Jagjiwan Ram, and the Jana Sangh. Of 

these, politically speaking, the first four were dvijas, the twice born, 

whereas Jana Sangh was kind of a harijan adopted into the family. 

“On the occasion of the adoption in 1977, there was lot of rejoicing 
but as time passed, the presence of a Harijan in the family began to 
pose problems for all. I was not alone in my thinking. My observations 
echoed the feelings of lakhs of activists and supporters of the erstwhile 
Jana Sangh across the country. In February-March 1980, Shri Sunder 
Singh Bhandari and I traveled throughout the country to gauge the 
opinion at the grass-root level of the party. Everywhere that we went 
we discovered deep resentment amongst former Jana Sangh activists 
that they were receiving treatment as second class members of the 
party.” 

Janata Party leadership decided to convene a meeting of the party’s 
national executive on April 4 to clinch this issue of dual membership. 
Anticipating what would be the outcome of this meeting, along with 
Shri Vajpayee and Nanaji we all decided to convene a conference of 
former Jana Sangh members on April 5th and 6th, 1980. 

As expected, on April 4th the Janata Party executive decided to 
expel all former Jana Sangh members from the party. In my 
autobiography I have recorded: 

“Expulsion from the Janata Party came as a big relief to all of us in 

the Jana Sangh. The two day national convention on 5th, 6th April, 

1980 added another invigorating emotion, that of determination”. 

Over 3500 delegates assembled at Delhi Ferozeshah Kotla Ground 
and resolved on 6th April to form a new political organization called 
the Bharatiya Janata Party. Shri A.B. Vajpayee was elected its first 
President and Shri Sikander Bakht, Shri Suraj Bhan and I were entrusted 
the responsibility of General Secretaries. 
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I have opened this blog with a reference to Easter Sunday which 
as everyone knows is the Christian festival which falls two days after 
Good Friday, the day on which Jesus Christ was believed to have been 
crucified. Easter Sunday is the day supposed to be the day of Christ's 
resurrection. 

In the case of our party also, in 1980, on Good Friday we were 


crucified by the Janata Party resolution and on Easter Sunday we were 
resurrected. 


Tailpiece 

A man goes to heaven and meets St. Peter at the Pearly Gates. St. Peter 
says, today is different, you have a choice between heaven or hell; we will give 
you a day in each and you make the choice. So, the man says OK and they send 
him to hell. 

He gets to hell and it’s green as far as the eye can see. He sees a huge keg 
of beer, a golf course and his old buddies. He plays a round of golf, drinks and 
hangs out with his buddies. He thinks this is great! 

So then he goes to heaven. He gets there and its quiet, you can jump from 
cloud to cloud and play the harp. 

At the end of the day St. Peter goes to him and asks what his choice is. 
Without pause, he says: “I'll take hell over this any day”. 

He immediately goes to hell but when he gets there, it’s nothing but dirt 
and lava. The beer keg is gone, and his buddies are nowhere to be found. 

The man yells to the devil, what happened? This place was amazing 
yesterday. The devil replies, “Yesterday we were campaigning, today you voted”. 


2 April, 2013 
o 
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7 White Paper on Black Money : 

Notwithstanding, not a Single Paisa 
has yet been Recovered 


= a 


IE May 2012, Shri Pranab Mukherjee, then Finance Minister presented 
to Parliament a White Paper on Black Money. In this White Paper, 
the UPA Government promised to curb generation of black money in 
the country, its illicit transfer to tax havens overseas and to take effective 
measures to secure the repatriation of all this illicit wealth of ours to 
India. 
May 2013 would mark the first anniversary of the presentation of 
this important document. It would be in place first to recall what made 
government to present this White Paper, and what has been the follow 
up till date. 

For the last five years now, the BJP has been consistently raising 
this issue of black money. When it was first raised in 2008, Congress 
Party spokesmen had ridiculed it. However, on April 6, 2008, I 
personally addressed a letter to Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh 
in which I wrote: 

Recently, the German Government launched a massive 

investigation drive against tax-evaders in their country, and, in 

this process, the German intelligence is reported to have procured 
from the LTG Bank in Liechtenstein confidential data on more than 

1400 clients of this bank. Of these, 600 are Germans and the rest 

belong to other countries. 

The revelations have already led to the resignation of the head 
of Deutsche Post — the former German mail service — one of the 


largest logistics company in the world. 
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The German Finance Ministry is reported to have publicly 
announced that it is willing to share the information with any 
government that wanted it without charging any fees for the 
information. 

Some countries of Europe like Finland, Norway and Sweden 
have already shown interest in getting this data. 

Along with this development, there are also reports that 
pressure is building on Switzerland to treat black money entrusted 
to its banks from tax evasion to be treated as a crime and modify 
its internal regulations to cooperate with other countries in tracking 
such funds. 

I think the Government of India, through its appropriate 
agencies, should request the German Government to share the data 
of the clients of LTG. Our government should also be proactive in 
supporting the possible future steps to be initiated by European 
governments in bringing in more transparency in banking system 
of Switzerland and other tax havens particularly related to deposits 
from other countries. 

If we ask for the data from Germany regarding the clients of 
the LTG group it will re-enforce our position as a responsible 
member of the comity of nations who stand for financial integrity 
and transparent regulations. It will also facilitate our future 
participation in cleaning up the world financial system from some 
of the pernicious aspects of the functioning of these tax havens. 
Presumably, at the instance of the Prime Minister, the Finance 

Minister Shri Chidambaram replied to me in May 2008, that his 
government was seized of this matter and was pursuing it with the 
German Tax Office. 

In March 2010, I wrote a blog on the matter in which I recounted 
this LTG Bank of Liechtenstein episode, and urged formally that 
„government come forth with a comprehensive White Paper on Black 
Money. 

Meanwhile, the BJP set up a 4-member Task Force to study the 
matter. This Task Force after studying various sources came to the 
conclusion that Indian wealth illegally stashed abroad may be anywhere 
between 25 lakh crores and 70 lakh crores. 

So long as the West dominated world economy was doing well for 
the US and other Western nations, the entire world seemed reconciled 
to the banking secrecy of these tax havens. It was felt nothing could be 


done about the laws of these countries. But the global economic crisis 
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made not only President Obama, but also several European countries 
like UK, France and Germany change their attitude, and join hands to 
make a determined effort to have banking secrecy laws in these 
countries changed. 

In 2009, Washington forced the Swiss banking giant UBS to disclose 
the names of 4,450 American clients suspected of hiding assets in 
Switzerland. 

In 2009 Lok Sabha poll, the BJP made black money an election issue. 
Sanyasis like Swami Ramdev would invariably refer to it in their 
sermons. In an article published by Financial Times, under title “India’s 
Curse of Black Money”, Raymond Baker, director, Global Financial 
Integrity, wrote: “India has shown that this issue resonates with voters. 
Politicians in other developing democracies would be wise to take note”. 

The economic crisis in U.S. and other Western countries made these 
nations acutely conscious of the fact that corruption, black money, etc. 
had become issues that were a problem not just for individual nations, 
but were a challenge for democracy, the rule of law and good 
governance in the whole world. Way back in 2004, therefore, the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime adopted a comprehensive 
Convention against Corruption. This 56-page document carries a 
powerful foreword by Kofi Annan, UN Secretary General who says : 

Corruption is an insidious plague that has a wide range of corrosive 
effects on societies. 

o Jt undermines democracy and the rule of law, 

e Leads to violation of human rights, 

e Distorts markets, 

© Erodes the quality of life, and 

e Allows organized crime, terrorism and other threats to human 

security to flourish. 

Article 67 of this Convention against Corruption requires all 

member countries of the UN to sign the convention by December 

2005, have it ratified by the respective countries shortly thereafter 

and deposit its instrument of ratification with the secretary general 

of the United Nations. 

In 2010, the UPA Government took formal note of the issue and in 
the President's customary address to that year’s Budget Session of 
Parliament affirmed that “India is an active part of the global efforts to 
facilitate exchange of tax information and take action against tax 


evaders”. 
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Jan Chetna Yatra 


The Jan Chetna Yatra organized by the BJP in the last quarter of 
2011 had focused attention on three issues: Inflation, Corruption and 
Black Money. But since the Commonwealth Games of 2008, corruption 
and price rise had dominated all political discourse both in the media 
and in Parliament, I found the audiences at the meetings I addressed 
during this last yatra extremely responsive to all that I spoke about 
Black Money. 

The Jan Chetna Yatra of 2011 has been my most recent yatra. It 
stretched over 40 days. I visited every single state of the country as 
also all Union Territories. The general impression has been that my 
first yatra of 1990 - planned from Somnath to Ayodhya, but cut short at 
Samastipur—had evoked the greatest response. It is also said very often 
that the enthusiasm aroused was because the core issue was religious, 
namely the Rama Temple. But I would like to affirm here that my latest 
two yatras, the Swarna Jayanti Rath Yatra of 1997, and the Jan Chetna 
Yatra of 2011 have evoked the maximum response till date. Both these 
were related to good governance and economic well being of the people! 

In his foreword to the White Paper on Black Money presented to 
Parliament on May 16, 2012, Finance Minister Pranab Mukherjee 


admitted that in 2011, “the public discourse on the issue of corruption 
and black money has come in the forefront.” 


In this Introduction, Shri Pranab Mukherjee also said: 
“I would have been happy if I could have included the conclusions 
of reports of three premier institutions that have been tasked to 


quantify the magnitude of black moneyulbgregenestwaganikely to 
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be received by the end of this year. However, I have chosen to 

present this document now in response to an assurance given to 

the Parliament”. 

Pranab Da did present this White Paper as BJP had demanded and 
in this, very rightly affirmed : 

“There is no doubt that manifestation of black money in social, 
economic and political space of our lives has a debilitating effect 
on the institutions of governance and conduct of public policy in 
the country. Governance failure and corruption in the system affect 
the poor disproportionately. The success of an inclusive 
development strategy critically depends on the capacity of our 
society to root out the evil of corruption and black money from its 
very foundations”. 

My only regret is that the follow up of the White Paper has been 
disappointing. 

The three premier institutions tasked to quantify the magnitude 
of black money have still not submitted their reports. Not only the more 
powerful nations like U.S., Germany, etc. but even smaller countries 
like Nigeria, Peru and Phillipines have got back their illicitly lost wealth 
from the tax havens. We in India, on the other hand, have seen some 
reports about names who are supposed to have accounts in Swiss Banks 
or such other tax havens, but have not heard of even a single paisa 
illegally stashed abroad having been repatriated to our country. 

I wish to urge Shri Pranab Mukherjee who is today in a far more 
exalted position than he was when he presented his White Paper to 
ensure that the promise made to the people in this document is fulfilled 
by government both in letter and spirit. 


Tailpiece 
Abraham Lincoln was elected to Congress in 1846 
John F. Kennedy was elected to Congress in 1946 
Abraham Lincoln was elected President in 1860 
John F. Kennedy was elected President in 1960 
Both were particularly concerned with civil rights. 
Both wives lost their children while living in the White House. 
Both Presidents were shot on a Friday. 
Both Presidents were shot in the head. 
Lincoln’s secretary was named Kennedy. 
Kennedy’s Secretary was named Lincoln. 
Both were assassinated by Southerners. 
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Both were succeeded by Southerners named Johnson. 
Andrew Johnson, who succeeded Lincoln, was born in 1808. 
Lyndon Johnson, who succeeded Kennedy, was born in 1908. 
John Wilkes Booth, who assassinated Lincoln, was born in 1839. 
Lee Harvey Oswald, who assassinated Kennedy, was born in 1939. 
Both assassins were known by their three names 
Both names are composed of fifteen letters. 
Lincoln was shot at the theater named ‘Ford’. 
Kennedy was shot in a car called ‘Lincoln’, made by ‘Ford’. 
Lincoln was shot in a theater and his assassin ran and hid in a 
warehouse. 


Kennedy was shot from a warehouse and his assassin ran and hid 
in a theater. 
The above tailpiece reminds me of 
what Albert Einstein once remarked : 
Coincidence is God’s way 
of remaining anonymous 


10 April, 2013 
O 
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Black Money Issue Precipitates 
A Crisis among Swiss Bankers 


amns SEE eet nae = aa = manone 


arlier this month I had written a blog captioned “White Paper on 

Black Money notwithstanding, not a single paisa has been 
recovered”. 

This blog had highlighted how the BJP’s sustained campaign 
against black money had forced the UPA Government to present a White 
Paper on the issue. This White Paper rightly affirmed that success of 
the country’s “inclusive development strategy critically depends on the 
capacity of our society to root out the evil of corruption and black money 
from its very foundations.” 

The BJP regrets that there has been absolutely no follow up to the 
White Paper. Both corruption and black money continue to corrode 
India’s polity and governance, more particularly in the last nine years. 

In sharp contrast to India’s indifference to this s 
matter, there are reports about a virtual crisis having 
been precipitated in the banking sector of Switzerland [4 
because of the global campaign against banking | 
secrecy laws initiated by some powerful western | 
countries. The international news agency Reuters has 
recently circulated an article written by its Bureau 
Chief in Switzerland Emma Thomasson bearing the 
caption: “Battle for the Swiss Soul.” The thrust of the 


article is summed up in the words. 
“Even today, few Swiss would like to discuss the fact that much 


of the country’s prosperity was built on the bankers helping foreigners 
evade taxes.” 


Emma Thomasson 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


192 | L.K. ADVANI 


Moreover, his article opens with a quote from a James Bond film 
of 1999 The World is Not Enough, where Bond asks “If you can’t trust a 
Swiss banker, what's the world coming to?” 

Emma, the learned writer of the article goes on to reply to James 
Bond’s query thus, 

It has come to this : Swiss banks, under pressure from countries 
such as the United States, France and Germany, have been giving 
up their secrets, in some cases handing foreign tax authorities the 
names of their account holders. To avoid being blacklisted by the 
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), 
the Swiss Government has agreed to share more information with 
foreign authorities hunting tax cheats. 
Emma writes in her article: 
Swiss bankers have long adhered to an unwritten code similar to 
that observed by doctors or priests. Bankers do not acknowledge 
clients in public for fear of exposing them as account holders; they 
often carry business cards with just a name, rather than bank or 
contact details; and, at least until the 1990s, they never advertised 
abroad. 

The right-wing Swiss People’s Party sees in the loosening up of 
banking secrecy laws a kind of surrender. This surrender, the party 
holds, is a “betrayal not just of the clients but of core Swiss values”. 
Thomas Matter, a banker and politician of the Swiss People’s Party put 
it very bluntly: “Swiss people love freedom; the State was always for 
the citizen and not the other way round”. 

However, Swiss banks have lately been under such immense 
pressure from Washington, Paris and Berlin that in 2009, UBS, the 
country’s biggest bank, agreed to give the United States names of more 
than 4000 American clients and besides, pay a $ 780 million fine to 
avoid prosecution for helping Americans evade taxes. Two other major 
banks, Credit Suisse and Julius Baer also have handed over to 
Washington information on their employees engaged in U.S. business, 
while Credit Suisse has made provisions in its accounts for hefty fines. 

While Zurich and Geneva are the main financial centres of 
Switzerland, the country’s close-knit banking fraternity has had its roots 
in the ancient hermitage city of St Gallen. Until recently St Gallen was 
home to Wegelin & Co., Switzerland’s oldest private bank. In 2012, the 
U.S. Justice Department indicted this Wegelin bank on charges that it 
enabled wealthy Americans to evade taxes on at least $ 1.2 billion hidden 
in offshore accounts. In January this year, the bank pleaded guilty. 
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Wegelin executives who had already sold all their non-U.S. business to 
a fellow bank Raifeissen, announced that they would wind up what 
remained of their bank. 

The guilty plea was a crucial turning point in this entire Swiss 
debate because without saying so, Wegelin’s executives had by 
implication incriminated all their fellow bankers as well. A prominent 
conservative politician Christoph Darbellay publicly called Wegelin 
executives “traitors”. 

Sergio Ermotti, Chief Executive of UBS however said: Bank secrecy, 
as we knew it till a decade or so back, is now over. The St Gallen banker 
who bought Wegelin’s non-U.S. business also said: “We are in a real 
transformation process.” 

Raifeisen boss, Pierin Vincenz has broken off with the 
conservatives, and said that Switzerland would have ultimately to 
accept transparency and comply with global standards. More and more 
bankers and academicians are veering round to this view. In the global 
war against black money, this would be a great help. One can only 
hope that India takes full advantage of these developments. 


24 April, 2013 
Oo 
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Balance Sheet of Prime 


Semanan anner 


Ministers of India 


I its last 66 years of independence, India has had as many as fourteen 
Prime Ministers, six of whom have lasted less than one year each. 
Out of the remaining eight, two ruled the country for more than fifteen 
years each. These were Pandit Nehru (17 years) and Smt. Indira Gandhi 
(16 years). 

There have been four Prime Ministers whose tenure has lasted for 
five years or more. These have been Dr. Manmohan Singh (9 years), 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee (6 years), P.V. Narasimha Rao and Rajiv Gandhi (5 
years each). 

Morarji Desai ruled the country for two and a half years, and Lal 
Bahadur Shastri’s tenure was cut short at Tashkent in just one and a 
half years. 

The six PMs whose tenure lasted less than a single year were V.P. 
Singh, H.D. Deve Gowda and I.K. Gujral (11 months each), Chandra 
Shekhar (8 months), Charan Singh (6 months) and Gulzari Lal Nanda 
(1 month). 

ok OK ok 

The two Prime Ministers who have ruled the country longest have 
naturally left the greatest impact on the minds of the people. But if a 
balance sheet of their plus and minus points were to be drawn up, the 
net result may not be very flattering. 

In case of Pt. Nehru, who was personally chosen by Mahatma 
Gandhi to head the first Government of India, even though an 
overwhelming majority of State units of the Congress Party had 

favoured Sardar Patel, all of Nehru’s achievements were gravely offset 
by the misplaced trust he reposed in China, and his Defence Minister’s 


criminal neglect of the nation’s defence preparedness. 
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As the result of Panditji‘s Foreign and Defence policies, the country 
suffered an ignominious defeat at the hands of China in 1962, a 
humiliation that can never be forgotten. 

Smt. Gandhi's most remarkable achievement was India’s decisive 
victory over Pakistan in 1971, and the creation of an independent 
Bangladesh. 

But again, it was during Smt. Gandhi's tenure that following the 
Allahabad High Court’s annulment of her election to the Lok Sabha in 
1975, and the court's decision that Smt. Gandhi would be disqualified 
for six years from contesting any election, the then Congress 
Government imposed an outrageous Emergency on the country, 
suspended all Fundamental Rights, put as many as over one lakh 
opposition activists into jail, and practically brought democracy to the 
brink of annihilation. 

It was Loknayak Jaya Prakash Narain’s inspiring leadership of the 
anti-Emergency struggle, and the Indian electorate’s angry rejection of 
the Congress Party in the 1977 Lok Sabha elections, that saved Indian 
Democracy, and not only brought India back to normal times, but which 
also served as an all time warning to our political masters never again 
even to think of abusing the constitutional provisions relating to 
Emergency, to protect and promote their narrow partisan interests. 

In sharp contrast to these two long-lasting PMs, the terms of office 
of Shastri and Desai were very brief. But their integrity, uprightness, 
and conscientious conduct left a deep impression on the people, and 
have earned for these two Prime Ministers abiding respect among the 
masses. 

It was in 1951, that Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerji founded the 
Bharatiya Jana Sangh. Dr. Mookerji’s personality, and the policies and 
programmes of the new party he had launched, attracted hundreds of 
patriotic youths who had had their basic grounding in the RSS. 
Prominent among them were Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya, Nanaji 
Deshmukh, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Kushabhau Thakre, Sunder Singh 
Bhandari, Jagannath Rao Joshi, P. Parameshwaran, Dr. Baldev Prakash 
and K.R. Malkani. 

My own political life also commenced in 1951. So, I have had the 
privilege of participating in all the General Elections held in India since 
the first one of 1952, either as a campaigner or as a candidate. 

I deem it a singular good fortune for myself to have worked closely 
with Deendayalji, the principal ideologue of our party, with Atalji, the 
tallest leader our party has produced, and Nanaji Deshmukh, who 
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demonstrated to all of us how political activism can be fruitfully 
synthesized with constructive projects among the rural masses. 

Out of the four Prime Ministers who have served for five years or 
more, Dr. Manmohan Singh has been in office for nine years now. If the 
Lok Sabha polls take place as scheduled, that is in 2014, he would have 
completed ten years as Prime Minister. For a person outside the Nehru 
family that would indeed be a unique distinction. But an even more 
unique, though dubious distinction would be that in free India’s political 
history, he would be the only Prime Minster to occupy this exalted 
office without ever being elected to the Lok Sabha! 

Also, I cannot forget that when in 2009, I had described Dr. Singh 
as the weakest Prime Minister the country has had some of my own 
colleagues felt that I was being too severe. But I still hold that it is this 
attribute of his - weakness — that makes him so subservient to 10, 
Janpath, and thus unable to avail of the authority innate in this office 
of Prime Ministership. 

Again, it is precisely because of this shortcoming of Dr. Singh that 
history may well record that while personally he may be upright, the 
government over which he has presided for a decade has been the most 
corrupt in Free India. And this would be not just on the basis of media 
reports, but would be sustained by several judicial verdicts and 
numerous reports of the Comptroller and Auditor General. 


Name Tenure Party 


Shri Jawaharlal Nehru August 15, 1947 - May 27, 1964 Congress 
Shri Gulzari Lal Nanda | May 27, 1964 - June 9, 1964 Congress 


Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri 
Shri Gulzari Lal Nanda 
Mrs. Indira Gandhi 
Shri Morarji Desai 
Shri Charan Singh 
Mrs. Indira Gandhi 
Shri Rajiv Gandhi 


June 9, 1964 - January 11, 1966 Congress 

| January 11, 1966 - January 24, 1966| Congress 
January 24, 1966 - March 24, 1977 Congress 

March 24, 1977 - July 28, 1979 Janata Party 

July 28, 1979 - January 14, 1980 Janata Party 

January 14, 1980 - October 31, 1984 Congress (1) 


October 31, 1984 - December 2, Congress (I) 
1989 


Shri Vishwanath Pratap | December 2, 1989 - November 10, 
Singh 1990 


Janata Dal 


Shri Chandra Shekhar November 10, 1990 - June 21, 1991 Janata Dal (S) 
Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao | June 21, 1991- May 16, 1996 Congress (1) 


Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee| May 16, 1996 - June 1, 1996 
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Janata Dal 


Shri H.D. Deve Gowda | June 1, 1996 - April 21, 1997 
Shri Inder Kumar Gujral | April 21, 1997 - March 19, 1998 
Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee| March 19, 1998 - May 22, 2004 
May 22, 2004 - till date 


Dr. Manmohan Singh 


As I have stated earlier in this blog I consider myself extremely 
fortunate to have been a close colleague of Atalji throughout my political 
career. I am sure also that if any political analyst were to dispassionately 
evaluate Atalji’s six year regime, he would readily concede that the 
NDA regime from 1998 to 2004 was replete with achievements, and 
there was practically nothing that can be called negative. To sum up 
the highlights of the period, one can list the following: 

1. Within months of becoming PM, India became a nuclear 

weapons power. 

2. In the economic field, this government concentrated on 
infrastructure — highways, rural roads, irrigation, power. 

3. Made India a superpower in computer software. 

4. Despite U.S.’s economic sanctions being applied against us, 
despite the devastating Kutch earthquake, the worst in 
independent India, Atalji successfully kept inflation in check 
for the six years of NDA rule. 

5. The six years regime was a model of good governance, 
development and coalition dharma. 

6. There was not even a whisper of corruption against the 
government. 

7. Foundations were laid for interlinking of rivers, an ambitious 
project meticulously worked out by a Task Force for which a 
cabinet minister was fully spared. 

What I regarded Atalji’s most conspicuous trait was that even with 
such cardinal achievements to his credit I never sensed in him even a 
trace of ego or arrogance! It is therefore that while talking about the 
balance sheet of all Prime Ministers since 1947 I myself can say that he 
was by far the most outstanding of all! 

2 May, 2013 


Oo 
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Emperor has no Clothes, says a Child 


2S ANAN SO 


I was in school when I had first read the famous fairy tale by Hans 
Anderson titled The Emperor’s New Clothes. 

Anderson's story was about two weavers who promise an emperor 
a new suit of clothes which would be exceptionally beautiful and yet 
have the remarkable quality of being invisible to any one unpardonably 
stupid or then, incompetent for his office. 

Listening to the two weavers, who were actually swindlers, the 
emperor who was always fond of good and expensive clothes thought 
“Tf I were to be dressed in a suit made of this cloth, I would be able to 
find out which men in my empire were unfit for their places and I 
would also be able to distinguish the clever ones from the stupid.” 

The climax of the story comes when the Emperor parades before 
his subjects in his “new clothes”, with many of them expressing 
adoration for his supposedly extraordinary attire, and yet a child crying 
out aloud “But he is not wearing anything at all!” 

K Kk 

Following the CBI's admission to the Supreme Court that they had 
shared with the Law Minister as well as the PMO their status reports 
on Coalgate and Railgate, two megascams, the Supreme Court had 
severely chastised them for what they had done. 

Observing that the CBI was like “a caged parrot”, the Supreme 
Court in its order on May 8 directed the CBI to stand up to all “pulls 
and pressures”. The bench headed by Justice Lodha also disputed the 
CBI observation that though some significant changes had been made 
by them in their report at the instance of the Law Minister and the 
PMO, the thrust of the report had not been changed. In its order, the 
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Supreme Court said, “The heart of the report was changed on 
suggestions from government officials.” 

The opposition’s anger with the government's conduct has been 
widely shared by the media. The opposition’s minimum demand for 
allowing the House to function normally was that the Law Minister 
should resign, and the Railway Minister be sacked. 

This year’s Budget Session of Parliament had just entered its last 
week. No business was being transacted for several days now because 
almost the entire opposition was angrily demanding that government 
be made to pay for the two megascams. The specific demand was for 
the resignation of the Prime Minister (who was Coal Minister when 
the coal allotments were made), the Law Minister and the Railways 
Minister. 

Having decided to brazenly defend its two ministers, more 
particularly its Law Minister, whose dropping from government would 
have made the PM's continuance untenable, government adjourned 
Parliament sine die two days ahead of schedule, on May 8 instead of 
May 10. 

While both the print media and 
the TV channels broadly reflected | Who ssd the emperor has no dethes? 
the opposition MPs’ anger, I was Ieee eae 
particularly impressed by R. Prasad’s 
cartoon in the MAIL TODAY, based 
on the above fairy tale by Hans 
Anderson. I wonder if the PM and 
the Congress President have seen it. 

This cartoon reminds me of 
Abu’s famous cartoon during the Cartoon 
1975-77 Emergency depicting Rashtrapati Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed ina 
bath tub, telling one of his aides who is handing him a document to 
sign, “If there are any more — 
ordinances, just ask them to wait.” 
Many papers and journals critical of 
the establishment and/or the 
emergency were banned, or forced to 
close down. But Shankar's Weekly, the 
one and only cartoon periodical of a 
those days, decided on its own to wind sey RRR 
up. In its last editorial titled |/ NNA 
“Farewell”, dated 31st August, 1975 


Cartoon 
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the editor wrote a brilliant piece. 

The editorial did not even use the word Emergency anywhere, 
but there can hardly be a more devastating comment on the 
authoritarian regime of that period than this one. The editorial ran as 
follows: 

“In our first editorial we made the point that our function was to 

make our readers laugh — at the world, at pompous leaders, at 

humbug, at foibles, at ourselves. But what are the people who have 

a developed sense of humour? It is a people with certain civilized 

norms of behaviour, where there is tolerance and a dash of 

compassion. Dictatorships cannot afford laughter because people 
may laugh at the dictator and that wouldn’t do. In all the years of 

Hitler, there never was a good comedy, not a good cartoon, not a 

parody, or a spoof. 

From this point, the world and sadly enough India have 
become grimmer. Humour, whenever it is there, is encapsuled. 
Language itself has become functional, each profession developing 
its own jargon. Outside of the society of brother-economists, an 
economist is a stranger, floundering in uncharted territory, 
uncertain of himself, fearful of non-economic language. It is the 
same for lawyers, doctors, teachers, journalists and such-like. 

What is worse, human imagination seems to be turning to the 
macabre and the perverse. Books and films are either on violence 
or sexual deviations. Nothing seems to awaken people except 


unpleasant shocks. Whether itis the interaction of the written word 
and the cinema on socie 


Hijackings, mugging in the dar 


9 May, 2013 
m) 
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Karnataka has a Lesson for BJP 
as well as Congress 


SS A ATA SLD ROALD SL DEL LD E AE PEELE OLE 


ee 


I feel sorry that we have lost in Karnataka. But I am not surprised. 
The surprise would have been if we had won. 

As it is, I think the Karnataka results have a profound lesson for 
the BJP. In a way, it has a lesson also for the Congress. The common 
lesson for both of us is: let’s not take the common man for granted. He 
himself may occasionally deviate from the norms of ethical conduct, 
but he does feel extremely angry when he sees those at the helm of 
national affairs behaving immorally. This is the principal reason why 
there is such intense allergy towards politicians generally nowadays. 

If corruption provokes indignation in Bangalore, why would it not 
cause the same feeling in New Delhi? 

Actually, I hold that it is the 
Karnataka results that have 
contributed to clinching action 
being taken even in the matter of |i} 
Coalgate and Railgate! Before |% 
Karnataka results, the Congress 
Party seemed determined not to do 
anything about the two scams even 
if it meant a total washout of the 
second half of the Budget Session. 

There have been press reports 
that we lost Karnataka because we 
threw out Yeddyurappa. I have seen comments by eminent pressmen 
taunting the BJP: See how Soniaji overlooked the shortcomings of 
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Virbhadra Singh, and earned an advantage for the Congress. BJP prides 
itself on taking a principled stand in Karnataka. The consequence is 
that BJP has lost even “the toehold it had acquired in the south.” 

Let me first point out that BJP did not throw out Yeddi; it is he who 
broke away from the BJP and decided to form a factional party of his 
own, the KJP. In fact, when it became apparent that he was unabashedly 
indulging in corruption, if the party had immediately taken firm action, 
the course of events would have been quite different. 

But for several months, frantic efforts went on somehow to keep 
placating him by condoning his peccadiloes. The justification given was 
that if the party did not adopt such a ‘pragmatic’ approach we would 
lose the only government that we had in the south. 

During these months I often cited to colleagues the crisis the party 
had faced in its early years in Rajasthan. Jana Sangh, the forerunner of 
the BJP, was launched in 1951 by Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerji just before 
the First General Elections of 1952. Dr. Mookerji was elected President 
of the party. 

As an office-bearer of the Rajasthan Jana Sangh during the first 
decade of independence (1947-57), I was witness first to the remarkable 
success of the party in the 1952 polls, and then to the crisis it had to 
confront. 

In 1952, the Jana Sangh won three seats in the Lok Sabha and 35 
seats in all the State Assemblies. Of the three seats in the Lok Sabha, 
two were from West Bengal (Dr. S.P. Mookerji and Shri Durga Charan 
Banerjee) and one from Rajasthan (Barrister Uma Shankar Trivedi). 

Of the total 35 seats Jana Sangh secured in the State Assemblies, 9 
came from West Bengal and 8 from Rajasthan. The crisis faced in 
Rajasthan owed to the fact that the party, in its election manifesto, had 


committed itself to abolition of the Jagirdari system: i 
MLAs elected in Rajasthan were ie caives eee Seal 

When the State Assembly met, the Congress Party elected its own 
Speaker and offered Deputy Speakership to the Jana Sangh. Shri Lal 
Singh Shaktawat was elected Deputy Speaker of the House 

One of the Bills the Congress Party introduced in this very first 
session was the Bill to abolish Jagirdari system. When we aes the 
attention of our party MLAs to our party manifesto and asked them to 
support this particular legislation, most of them flatly refused 

We rang up Dr. Mookerji in New Delhi, and apprised in of the 
pohlep He said he would come to Jaipur personally and speak to the 
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I can never forget those days and the kind of tension we all were 
under at the time. The tension only increased when Dr. Mookerji 
arrived. Six of our eight MLAs quietly went away to their respective 
constituencies. These included the newly elected Deputy Speaker also. 
The two MLAs who stayed on met Dr. Mookerji, and conveyed to him 
that while they would abide by the party’s decision, the rest had made 
up their mind to oppose the proposed Bill. 

Dr. Mookerji advised the party’s office-bearers to make a last effort 
to persuade the dissidents, but if they persisted, not to hesitate taking 
disciplinary action against them. 

It wasn’t an easy decision to take. We were constantly in touch 
with Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya also, who had been named General 
Secretary. I can never forget that out of the eight MLAs the party decided 
to expel six. And one of the two who remained was Late Shri Bhairon 
Singh Shekhawat, who became Chief Minister of Rajasthan three times, 
and later on rose to become Vice-President of the Indian Union. How 
many parties in the country would have the guts to take this kind of 
decision? And the Jana Sangh demonstrated such courage even in its 
infancy! 

No wonder, while instances can be cited when other parties do get 
away with gross misdemeanours, we must realize that the yardstick 
by which the people judge the BJP is not the same as that by which 
they judge other parties! Because of the high expectations we have 
aroused in the people by our excellent track record in all these years, 
even minor indiscretions can prove costly for us. And our response to 
the Karnataka crisis was not at all a minor indiscretion. I have 
consistently maintained that our handling of Karnataka has been 
absolutely opportunistic. 


Tailpiece 

Today’s Pioneer carries on its front page a highlighted box item 
captioned: SNUB TO PM? It goes on to say that Smt. Sonia Gandhi will 
be meeting senior party leaders soon to discuss the Cabinet reshuffle. 

Has the Prime Minister abdicated his right even to decide about 
his own cabinet? Today’s news reports about the removal of two Union 
Ministers generally emphasise that it is Soniaji who has sacked ‘two 
PM's men.’ 

Sheer self-respect demands that the PM calls it a day, and orders 
an early general election. 

12 May, 2013 


Oo 
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Challenges of the Internet Revolution 


friend has sent me last week an extraordinary book about the 

Internet, in fact, one of the best books I have read in recent years. 
The book is titled The New Digital Age. The comments made on this 
book include one by Tony Blair, former Prime Minister of U.K. in which 
he says: 

This is a book that defines both the nature of the new world which 
the Internet is creating, and its challenges. It describes a technological 
revolution in the making. How we navigate it is a challenge for 
countries, communities and citizens. There are no two people better 
equipped to explain what it means than Eric Schmidt and Jared Cohen. 

Eric Schmidt is Executive Chairman 
of Google and Jared Cohen, the co-author 
of this book, is Director, Google Ideas. 

The opening sentence of the 
introduction by the co-authors is: “The 
Internet is among the few things humans 
have built that they don’t truly 
understand.” 


The concluding paragraph of the Eric Schmidt Jared Cohen 
introduction reads: 


“This is not a book about gadgets, small-phone apps or artificial 

intelligence, though each of these subjects will be discussed... 
Most of all, this is a book about the importance of a guiding 

human hand in the new digital age. For all the possibilities that 

communication technologies represent, their use for good or ill 

depends solely on people. Forget all the talk about machines 

taking over. What happens in the future is up to us”. 
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It was in March 2011, that the Hindu of Chennai started publishing 
a series of reports on India’s foreign policy as also domestic affairs which 
made Indian readers familiar with an organization named WikiLeaks. 
On March 15, 2011, Shri N. Ram then Editor-in-Chief of the Hindu wrote: 
“Starting today, The Hindu offers its readers a series of 
unprecedented insights into India’s foreign policy and domestic 
affairs, diplomatic, political, economic, social, cultural, and 
intellectual — encountered, observed, tracked, interpreted, 
commented upon, appreciated, and pilloried by U.S. diplomats 
cabling the State Department in Washington D.C. 
The range of subjects, issues, and persons covered by the India 
Cables is extraordinary. While the trained diplomat's eye is almost 
always on the ball - the developing Indo-U.S. strategic relationship 
and everything that helps or hinders it - the range includes India’s 
relations with its neighbours, with Russia, the European Union, 
East Asia, Israel, Palestine, Iran, and the rest of West Asia, Africa, 
Cuba, the United Nations. It covers issues and actions relating to 
defence cooperation, nuclear policy, arms control, terrorism, 
intelligence sharing, export control, human rights, Indian 
bureaucracy, environment, AfPak, and much more. There isa 
special focus on 26/11, Kashmir, India’s policy towards and dealings 
with Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bangladesh, and Myanmar, and 
where the Indian polity is headed. Politicians of all shades, 
diplomats and other officials, sleuths, businessmen, journalists, 
busybodies, bigwigs and smallwigs figure in the WikiLeaks India 
Cache — which comprises 5,100 U.S. Embassy and consulate cables 
relevant to India (not all of them originating in India) and 
aggregates an astonishing six million words”. 

Like many other newspaper readers I was 
greatly impressed by the revelations contained 
in the secret documents hacked by Julian 
Assange, Editor-in-Chief of WikiLeaks. So, I did j 
feel very sorry to learn that he was under house- if 
arrest in U.K. 

Schmidt and Cohen interviewed Assange 
while he was under house-arrest. 

The book reports: 

Over the course of interview, Assange 

shared his two basic arguments on this 

subject. which are related: First, our human civilization is built 


Julian Assange 
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upon our complete intellectual record; thus the record should be 
as large as possible to shape our own time and inform future 
generations. Second, because different actors will always try to 
destroy or otherwise cover up parts of that shared history out of 
self-interest, it should be the goal of everyone who seek and value 
truth to get as muchas possible into the record, to prevent deletions 
from it, and then to make this record as accessible and searchable 
as possible for people everywhere. 

Assange’s incarceration naturally reminded me of our own 
Emergency episode of the mid-seventies when over one lakh opposition 
activists were put behind bars as being a threat to national security, 
and media freedom was subjected to drastic curbs totally 
unprecedented. Instinctively therefore, I became inclined to view all 
controls on Internet, etc. as undesirable, and therefore endorse 
Assange’s arguments above and his view that greater transparency will 
bring about a more just, safe and free world. 

This book, I must admit, has provided for me a caveat that the 
revolution ushered in by the Internet and other modern communication 
devices have very serious implications for security, both of nations and 
individual citizens. 

_ When I use the word caveat in emphasizing how this book has 
affected my instinctive fascination for modern communication tools 
like Internet, I have mainly in mind Chapter Five of the book, titled 
“The Future of Terrorism”. This chapter says at the very outset: 

“As we've made clear, technology is an equal-opportunity enabler, 

providing powerful tools for people to use for their own ends — 

sometimes wonderfully constructive ends, but sometimes 
unimaginably destructive ones. The unavoidable truth is that 
connectivity benefits terrorists and violent extremists too; as it 
spreads, so will the risks. Future terrorist activity will include 
physical and virtual aspects, from recruitment to implementation. 
a eure paion us to a thousands annually, by bombs 
states that already have EEN pee Ss ees eee 
in the physical world, and A will b a TE 
E E ill be increasingly 
arero i ae act Cea 
ear, chemical or biological 
weapon. 
a The two co-authors of the book mention in their introduction that 
e idea of this book came to them when they met in Ba 


> hdad i 
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The two were engaged with Iraqis around the critical question as to 
how technology can be used to rebuild a society. 

In this chapter on terrorism, they say: “While traveling in 2009, we 
were struck by the notion that it was far too easy to be a terrorist”. The 
IEDs (improved explosive devices), they write, were expensive earlier. 
By 2009, they had become much cheaper and further that “a bomb with 
its trigger taped to a mobile phone set on ‘vibrate’ could be detonated 
remotely by calling that number.” 

Referring to the Osama Bin Laden episode in Abbottabad, this book 
says: 

“Terrorists in the future will find that technology is necessary but 

high-risk. The death of Osama bin Laden, in 2011, effectively ended 
the era of the cave-dwelling terrorist isolated from the modern 
technological ecosystem. For at least five years, bin Laden hid in 
his mansion in Abbottabad, Pakistan, without access to the Internet 
or mobile phones. 

And while bin Laden may have evaded capture by staying 
off-line, even he used flash drives, hard drives and DVDs to stay 
informed. These tools enabled him to keep track of al-Qaeda's 
operations internationally and provided an efficient way for his 
couriers to move large amounts of data between him and various 
terror cells elsewhere. As long as he was at large, the information 
on these devices was secure, impossible to access. But when Navy 
SEAL Team Six raided his home, they seized his devices, getting 
not just the world’s most wanted man but also critical information 
about everyone he had been in contact with.” 

Yet another example given in the same context as to how the new 
devices helped a terrorist operation but also left behind an incriminating 
trail is the description of the 2008 attack on Mumbai in which ten 
masked men held the city hostage for three days, and killed as many as 
174 persons, including several foreigners. 

“The gunmen relied on basic consumer technologies — Black Berrys, 

Google Earth and VoIP — to coordinate and conduct the attacks, 

communicating at a command center in Pakistan with leaders who 

watched live coverage of the events on satellite television and 
monitored the news to provide real-time tactical direction. 

Technology made these attacks much more deadly than they could 

have been otherwise, but once the last (and only surviving) gunman 

was captured, the information he and, critically, the leftover devices 
of his comrades, provided allowed investigators to follow an 
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electronic trail to significant people and places in Pakistan that 
might not have otherwise been known for months, if ever.” 


Tailpiece 

General Michael Hayden, former “Director of the CIA, has 
described The New Digital Age as ‘must reading for anyone who wants 
to understand the depths of the digital revolution’. 

This book says that the majority of the world’s Internet users 
encounter some form of censorship — also known by the euphemism 
‘filtering’. But among countries, there are three models of filtering: the 
blatant, the sheepish and the politically and culturally acceptable. 

The Blatant: China is the world’s most enthusiastic filterer of 
information. Entire platforms highly popular elsewhere in the world — 
Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr — are blocked by the Chinese Government. 
So are politically sensitive topics like Tiananmen Square protests, Dalai 
Lama, Tibetan rights movement, Google Chairman’s trip to Beijing in 
2011, ete. 

The Sheepish: The Turkish Government has had an uneasy 
relationship with an open Internet, though the filtering is not as blatant 
as in China. However, some 8000 websites have been blocked in Turkey 
without public notice, or official government confirmation. 

Politically and Culturally Acceptable: This book identifies 
countries as diverse as South Korea, Germany and Malaysia as 
belonging to this category. This filtering is selective and is in respect of 
very specific content based in law with no attempt to hide the censorship 
or the rationale for it. 


Hoe book wishes the third model to become the norm for the entire 
world. 


23 May, 2013 
o 
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s a schoolboy I was a regular student who rarely missed classes. 

But I do remember having once bunked school just to watch a 
Ranji Trophy cricket match in which to the best of my recollection either 
Vijay Hazare or Vinoo Mankad was playing. 

I have been fond of cricket since then. Those days there was no 
television; so, cricket lovers could enjoy important matches played 
elsewhere only by listening to the commentary on AIR. I recall a BBC 
interview with me some years back in which the interviewer was 
discussing with me my non-political interests like films, books and 
cricket, in which at one point I tried to imitate a cricket commentary by 
the outstanding commentator of that era, A.E.S. Talyarkhan. 

I find it extremely disgusting, therefore, to find that cricketers are 
making front page headlines these days not because of the records they 
break, either in their batting or bowling performance, but simply 
because of the wealth they have been amassing due to their match- 
fixing, or spot-fixing, and in the process making the bookies and 
gamblers also grow richer! 

Lao Tzu was an outstanding Chinese philosopher 
of the sixth century B.C. All his wise sayings 
emphasise that there is no greater calamity than lavish 
desires. The book Way of Lao Tzu quotes him saying 
“There is no greater disaster than greed”. 

Benedict Spinoza, a Dutch philosopher has listed | ha 
avarice and lust as not just vices, but as ‘madness! I | © 
wish every mortal realises that one’s last shirt has no 
pocket. 
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Shekhar Gupta’s ‘Walk the Talk’ interviews in the Indian Express 
almost always provide rich reading fare to the readers. Earlier this 
month he had a lively interview with a one-time wicket-keeper of India’s 
cricket team, Farokh Engineer. 

The full page interview with this former wicket-keeper bore a 
banner headline, giving a quote of the former fast bowler: “If you are 
afraid of fast bowling, go find a different profession like banking”. 

In Indian cricket today, Virendra Sehwag has the reputation of 
being the fastest opening run-getter; in those early years Engineer was 
the only batsman who scored a century in 46 balls! In the entire 
interview while contrasting the present with the past era of cricket 
matches, there is mention of how excellently made are bats nowadays, 
whereas in Farokh’s time, “hamara toh Brooke Bond chai ka dabba tha; 
there was no middle at all; you had to really oil it and all that Woh 
zamana tha!” 

The biggest contrast that emerges, of course, is that in earlier years 
there was never any question of any test cricketer earning money out 
of his prowess. In fact, introducing Farokh Engineer, Shekhar Gupta 
told the TV viewers: “Did you know that long before M.S. Dhoni, there 
was an Indian wicket-keeper whose hairstyle and whose dashing 
methods became the rage all over India? 

Pursuing this reference to Engineer’s hairstyle, Shekhar Gupta said: 
“You became famous with your side burns. You were a great Brylcreem 
model”. 

It is in the context of the earnings of cricketers nowadays that this 
Brylcreem reference keeps recurring throughout the interview. To 
Shekhar’s comment: “People may not know what Brylcreem is any 
more”, Farookh’s response was: 


“Brylcreem was the thing, If you were approached by Brylcreem, 
you have made it in life. Then you are a good looking swine or 
whatever. And Brylcreem actually paid me Pounds 500 more if I 
batted without a cap!” 
: Later on in the interview, recalling how Australians and the other 
foreigners used to call us “bloody Indians”, Farokh says: “That annoyed 


me; that hurt because I’m fiercely proud of being an Indian. And abhi IPL ke 
sab paise hain, they all come here to earn money”. 


The closing paragraphs of the interview mun as follows: 

S.G. So if this was the Indian team that scripted the great cricket 
turnaround, Farokh, I can see what made it possible. It was 
the spirit and the joy that people like you had in the pame 

CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri i 


MY TAKE | 211 


EE. With no money in the game. 

S.G. Except a few hundred pounds from Brylcreem. That’s much 
before Kapil Dev did Palmolive. 

EE. Brylcreem was international, Palmolive was very local. When 
you're a Brylcreem model, it was like appearing on the Vogue 
magazine cover, it went all over the world. So it was quite a 
thing to be a Brylcreem endorsee. 

S.G. For so many decades, Farokh, Indian cricket did not have a 
greater international citizen to endorse it than you. So once 
again, what a privilege to have this conversation. 

EE. Absolute pleasure. 

The political scams the country has been hearing about since the 
Commonwealth Games of 2008 have earned for the nation a lot of 
disrepute. But this last phase involving a different breed of icons only 
point out what is at the root of all this degradation; it is MONEY. 

It has been very rightly said: To possess money is very well; it may 
be a very valuable servant. But to be possessed by money is to be 
possessed by a devil, and one of the meanest and worst kind of devils! 


26 May, 2013 
oO 
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Obama’s Dilemma about 
Guantanamo Bay Prison 


Su Indira Gandhi has been an eminent Prime Minister of the country 
under whom in 1971 the country registered a decisive victory over 
Pakistan, a victory which led to the vivisection of Pakistan, and the 
birth of a new state, Bangladesh. Talking about the balance sheets of 
different Prime Ministers in a blog some time back I wrote that while 
the creation of Bangladesh was a big plus point in Smt. Gandhi's record 
the blatant abuse of Emergency powers that took place during 1975-77 
brought the country’s greatest achievement since independence, namely 
democracy, to the brink of annihilation. Smt. Gandhi's full balance sheet 
thus is not very flattering. 

I am reminded of this by the latest issue of TIME (June 10, 2013) 
which carries as its cover story President Obama’s agonizing dilemma 
about what to do with U.S.A.’s notorious military prison camp at 
Guantanamo Bay, where the Bush Administration had detained 
hundreds of men captured in counter-terrorism operations since 2001. 

This TIME article written by Michael Crowley, the journal’s Deputy 
Chief of its Washington Bureau, opens with the statement “Barack 
Obama had been President for only one full day 
when, on Jan. 22, 2009, he acted on a central 
campaign promise. Arguing that the Founding 
Fathers would agree that America must “observe 
the core standards of conduct not just when it’s 
easy but also when it’s hard”, the President 
signed an Executive Order to close the 
Guantanamo Bay Prison and said that closin 


Michael Crowley 
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this prison would return America to the “moral high ground” it had 
yielded in its ruthless pursuit of Al-Qaeda during the Bush years. 

The article quotes Obama saying in May 2009, “I can tell you that 
the wrong answer is to pretend like this problem will go away. I refuse 
to pass it on to somebody else. It is my responsibility to solve the 
problem.” The article adds: “Four years later, with Guantanamo still 
open — and the site of widespread hunger strikes and other acts of 
disobedience by many of its 166 inmates — Obama is again trying to 
fulfill that responsibility. 

In a May 23 address about a range of his counterterrorism policies, 
including drone strikes, Obama declared the start of anew push against 
the political obstacles that thwarted his first attempt to close the most 
infamous symbol of the U.S.’s post-9/11 war on terrorism. “History will 
cast a harsh judgment on this aspect of our fight against terrorism and 
those of us who fail to end it,” Obama said. 

The TIME article adds: 

But Obama will be hard pressed to live up to his grand rhetoric. 

Opposition still runs high to the idea of releasing or bringing into 

U.S. prisons dozens of men widely considered dangerous terrorists 

even if many are not. Asked to gauge the probability that Obama 

can close Guantanamo before he leaves office, David Remes, a 

lawyer who represents 18 Guantanamo inmates replies, “Zero.” 

I am not inclined to endorse unreservedly the view expressed by 
the counsel of the terrorists or suspected terrorists kept in Guantanamo 
prison. But I too hold that Obama can discharge his campaign promise 
only if there is adequate popular support for it. As things stand, the 
U.S. Government seems unlikely to do so. 

In India, we have seen that it was the angry 1977 poll verdict which 
made Smt. Gandhi realize how wrong she was when she brazenly 
abused the Emergency provisions in the Constitution just to protect 
herself from the serious implications of a court judgement. In Obama's 
case, on the other hand, against the background of 9/11, his dilemma is 
very real, and so quite understandable. That he has nevertheless been 
seriously pondering over how to resolve it without in any way 
weakening his country’s resolve to triumph over terrorism speaks 
volumes for his sincerity. 

No wonder, Michael Crowley’s cover page article titled “WHY 
GITMO WILL NEVER CLOSE” also carries a sub-title: “President 
Obama wants to shut down the controversial prison but not the policies 
it has come to represent.” 


4 June, 2013 
Oo 
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Vishwaroop : A Wonderful Film 


remarkable piece of sandalwood carving on display at our 
Prithviraj Road residence is of Shri Krishna administering 


Geetagnyan to Arjuna at Kurukshetra, and in that process giving him a 
darshan of His Vishwaroop. 


What is even more significant about 
this carving is the fact that the artist, 
hailing from Chikmangloor (Karnataka), 
| has depicted on the back side of this 
| excellent Vishwaroop carving not only 
several other scenes from the 
Mahabharata, like Draupadi Cheer 
Haran, and Bhishma Pitamah on his bed 
of arrows, sermonizing to the Pandavas, 
but also all the Dashavataras, from 
Matsyavatara and Kurmavatara to 
Krishna and Kalki. 

A fortnight or so back I had seen in 
the media reports that a film produced 
and directed by Kamal Haasan, 
outstanding film maker of Tamilnadu, 
titled Vishwaroopam (in Tamil) and 
Vishwaroop (in Hindi) had precipitated 


some controversy. The result was that the 
Tamilnadu Government had first banned the film, and later on 
permitted it with some scenes muted. Ever since | had ; 

I had had a desire to see the film. e TPO 
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Last week, I had a welcome phone call from Kamal Haasan himself 
informing me that he was coming to Delhi for a few days and that on 
any of the days he was here he would like me to see his film. 

On June 3rd, therefore, along with my family and some friends I 
had occasion to see this wonderful film, which I reckon, in both content 
and technical quality, is one of the best films I have seen in years. 

The film is a spy thriller scripted also by Kamal Haasan, and shot 
mainly in three countries — in the U.S.A., in India and in Jordan. 

Two days after the screening of the film, Kamal Haasan came to 
our home for Sindhi curry and rice. After dinner I recounted to him an 
anecdote I had heard during my school days in Karachi. 

The story is about a meeting Adolf Hitler and Benito Mussolini 
had during the Second World War, in which Hitler tells the Italian 
Supremo that the sins committed by the two of them would prove very 
costly for them after death. When Mussolini said to his friend that so 
far as he was concerned when his own end came he would go to the 
Vatican and seek help from the Pope who is believed to have a Pass for 
Heaven. Hitler asked him to commend to the Pope his name also. This 
anecdote is accompanied by a demonstrative exercise with a pair of 
scissors, and a sheet of paper, in which the story ends up with both the 
two Fascist leaders landing in Hell, and only the Pope reaching Heaven. 

Kamal Haasan enjoyed my demonstration, and was provoked to 
ask me: Have you read the book Grey Wolf: The Escape of Adolf Hitler. 
The book is co-authored by Simon Dunstan, prominent author, film- 
maker and photographer in the field of military history and Gerrard 
Williams, renowned television journalist for over thirty years with the 
BBC, Sky News and Reuters. 


Tailpiece 

Kamal Haasan, has sent me the book that he promised. The 350- 
page book is extremely well researched. Together, the two authors 
undertook seventeen research trips to Argentina where Hitler, 
according to them lived until 1962. 

The back cover of this book sums up : 

Based on years of research investigative journalist Gerrard Williams 
and military historian Simon Dunstan believe that the escape of Adolf 
Hitler from Berlin known as Operation Feuerland was meticulously 
planned by the Nazis from 1943 onward. There is considerable 
testimony and evidence that suggests the operation was a success and 
that Hitler escaped to South America, where he lived until his actual 
death in 1962. 

9 June, 2013 


o 
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Sins of the Empire 


avid M. Anderson is a professor of African History at the British 

University of Warwick. The International Herald Tribune June 14, 
2013 carries a significant article by this professor, titled “Atoning for 
the Sins of Empire.” 

The opening paragraph contains the substance of the article. It says: 
“The British do not torture. At least, that is what we in Britain have 
always liked to think. But not anymore. In a historic decision last week, 
the British Government agreed to compensate 5228 Kenyans who were 
tortured and abused while detained during the Mau Mau rebellion of 
the 1950s. Each claimant will receive around £ 2,670 (about $ 4000).” 

Davidson comments: “The money is paltry. But the principle it 
establishes, and the history it rewrites, is profound.” 

One of the principal colonies of the British Empire used to be India. 
And the sins committed here were myriads. One of the most horrendous 
of the crimes committed by the then government was the Jallianwala 
Bagh massacre. The massacre took place at Amritsar on Baisakhi Day, 
Sunday 13 April, 1919, The shooting was ordered by Brigadier-General 
E.H. Dyer. Dyer was convinced that a major insurrection was about to 
take place. 

On learning that a crowd of 15000 to 20 
at the Jallianwala Bagh ground, Dyer went there with 50 Gurkha 
riflemen. From a raised bank at the ground, these riflemen were asked 
to fire at the men, women and children assembled. Firing went on 
continuously until the ammunition with the riflemen was exhausted. 
Dyer himself revealed that 1650 rounds were fired. Official British 
sources gave a figure of 379 identified dead, with another approximately 
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1000 wounded. The casualty number estimated by the Indian National 
Congress was more than 1500, with approximately 1000 dead. 

After General Dyer reported to his superiors that he had been 
“confronted by a revolutionary army”, the British Lieutenant-Governor 
of Punjab, Michael O’Dwyer wrote in a telegram sent to Dyer. “Your 
action is correct and the Lieutenant Governor approves.” O'Dwyer 
requested that martial law should be imposed upon Amritsar and other 
areas, and this was granted by Viceroy Lord Chelmsford. 

ok ok ok 

On 13 March 1940, at Caxton Hall in London, Udham Singh, an 
Indian independence activist from Sunam who had witnessed the 
events in Amritsar and was himself wounded at Amritsar, shot and 
killed Michael O’Dwyer, the British Lieutenant-Governor of Punjab at 
the time of the massacre, who had not only approved Dyer’s action, 
but was believed to be the main planner. Dyer himself had died in 
1927. 

The action by Udham Singh was hailed in India by nationalist 
newspapers like Amrita Bazar Patrika. The common people and 
revolutionaries glorified his action. Much of the press worldwide 
recalled on this occasion the story of Jallianwala Bagh, and accused 
Michael O’Dwyer as having been responsible for the massacre. Udham 
Singh was termed a “fighter for freedom” and his action was referred 
to even in The Times of London as “an expression of the pent-up fury of 
the down trodden Indian people”. 

Udham Singh was hanged for the murder of Governor O’Dwyer 
on 31 July 1940. At that time, many, including Jawaharlal Nehru and 
Mahatma Gandhi, described the action of Udham Singh as senseless 
but courageous. In 1952, however, Nehru (by then Prime Minister) 
honoured Udham Singh with the following statement (as quoted by 
Daily Pratap) 

“I salute Shaheed-i-Azam {E 
Udham Singh with reverence 
who had kissed the noose so that 
we may be free.” 

o °K OK 

David Cameron, presently 
Prime Minister of Britain visited 
India in February 2013, and 
during his three days in the a 
country visited Amritsar. Here, Devil CAnsion 
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he went not only to the Golden Temple but became the first British 
Prime Minister to go to the massacre site of Jallianwala Bagh grounds. 

On the ground now is a martyrs’ memorial where David Cameron 
placed a wreath, recalled that in 1920 Winston Churchill, who was then 
War Secretary, had described the massacre as ‘monstrous’. The P.M. 


himself remarked that this massacre was “a deeply shameful event in 
British history”. 


19 June, 2013 
| 
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Independent India’s First Martyr for 
National Integration 


———————— I I aE 


En is 23rd June. Exactly sixty years ago, in 1953, on this day the 
country received from J&K State the heart-breaking news that Dr. 
Syama Prasad Mookerji was no more. 

I vividly remember how that night around 2.00 AM or so I got up 
from sleep when I heard the sound of someone wailing and weeping 
just outside our Jana Sangh office at Jaipur, and shouting at the top of 
his voice “Advani ji, they have killed our Dr. Mookerji!” It was a local 
journalist who had got the news on his ticker and so, unable to restrain 
himself rushed to our office to share his sense of shock with me. 

The news was a shock for millions. Earlier, during the year Dr. 
Syama Prasad’s newly launched party, the Bharatiya Jana Sangh, had 
had its first All India Session at Kanpur. I had the privilege of being 
one of the delegates from Rajasthan who attended this session. It was 
here that Dr. Mookerji had given to the thousands of delegates 
assembled at Phool Bagh this scintillating slogan — “Ek desh mein do 
pradhan, do nishan, do vidhan, nahin chalenge, nahin chalenge” (Ours is one 
country: we can’t have here two Presidents, two Flags, and two 
Constitutions.) 

It was at Kanpur that the party resolved to launch its first 
nationwide movement — for the complete integration of Jammu and 
Kashmir State with India. Dr. Mookerji decided to lead the movement 
from the front — by personally defying the permit system introduced 
by Sheikh Abdullah. He also decided to go to different parts of the 
country to mobilize public opinion in support of the movement. In this 
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pre-campaign rail tour of his, he asked Shri Vajpayee to accompany 
him. 

1 was at Kota, in Rajasthan, those days. When I learnt that Dr. 
Mookerji and Atalji were passing through Kota Junction, I met them at 
the station. I could never have imagined that that was destined to be 
the last time, I would be seeing this great founder of our party, Dr. 
Syama Prasad. 

On May 8, 1953, Dr. Mookerji left Delhi for Punjab en route to 
Jammu. At Amritsar, a massive crowd of over 20,000 gave him a rousing 
reception. His journey from Amritsar to Pathankot, and thence to 
Madhopur also was like a victory procession. Madhopur is a small town 
some twelve kms. away from the army cantonment of Pathankot. 
Madhopur is situated on the banks of the Ravi, the river that separates 
Punjab from Jammu and Kashmir State. Dr. Mookerji accompanied by 
Atalji boarded a jeep to cross the bridge over the Ravi in order to enter 
Jammu Kashmir. Midway on the bridge, the jeep was halted by a posse 
of J&K policemen and Dr. Mookerji was asked whether he had a permit 
with him. Dr. Mookerji replied in the negative, and said that under the 
Indian Constitution every Indian citizen had a right to travel to any 
part of the country. When the police arrested him, he said to Vajpayeeji: 
“Please go back and tell the people that I have entered Jammu and 
Kashmir State without a permit, though as a prisoner.” 

It is noteworthy that at Pathankot, senior police officials of Punjab 
had called on Dr. Syama Prasad and told him that they had instructions 
from the Punjab Government that even if Dr. Mookerji did not have a 
permit with him he may be allowed to go past Madhopur on to the 
bridge. 

Evidently, this was a joint operation of the Union Government as 
well as the J&K State Government that Dr. Mookerji should be kept a 
prisoner in J&K State, and not in Punjab. 

___ The upshot of this planned operation was a devastating calamity 
for the country. On June 23, 1953 the nation was shocked to learn that 
Dr. Mookerji, who had been kept in detention in a house at Srinagar 
had suddenly fallen ill, and after a brief illness had passed away! 

Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy, Congress Chief Minister of West Bengal, 
Dr. Mookerji s venerable mother Smt. Jogomaya Devi, and many many 
more eminent citizens from all parts of the country flooded the Prime 
Minister’s office with telegrams, letters, etc. expressing not just their 
shock and anguish but urging that an immediate enquiry be ordered 
as to how the tragedy had happened. The nation’s anguish elicited no 


response. The death of this titan remains a mystery till tod 
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similar situations, a formal enquiry has almost invariably been 
instituted. But not in this case. One cannot say whether it was just 
criminal insensitivity, or actually a feeling of guilt! 

K OK ok 

However, the intense public indignation aroused by the passing 
away of Dr. Mookerji in suspicious circumstances triggered off a series 
of developments in the next few months which significantly promoted 
the process of national integration. 

First and Foremost, the Permit System was Abolished 

Until this time, neither the Supreme Court, nor the Election 
Commission, nor the Comptroller and Auditor General had any 
jurisdiction over Jammu and Kashmir State. The authority of these 
three constitutional bodies was extended to the State. Till then, the 
Chief Minister of the State was called the Prime Minister, and the Head 
of State the Sadar-e-Riyasat. In theory, thus, neither the President nor 
the Prime Minister of the Union had authority over the State. 

Dr. Mookerji’s martyrdom brought about a change in this situation 
also. In the State Prime Minister became Chief Minister, Sadar-e- 
Riyasat became Governor, and the Union President and P.M.’s formal 
authority got extended to State also. 

In a way, of the three strands in the inspiring slogan, two pradhans 
became one, and though two nishans continue, yet the National 
Tricolour started flying in the State ina superior position. 

Besides, two Prime Ministers became one, two Apex Courts became 
one, two Election authorities became one, two principal Auditors 
became one — all because of Dr. Syama Prasad’s sacrifice. 

The country eagerly awaits the day when Article 370 would be 
repealed, and the two vidhans also would become one! 


23 June, 2013 
Oo 
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Omar, Do Restrain Yours 


If! 


SOE ETSY 


Mamuen mes e aa raeno reat = = = =: a = 


ey Abdullah, Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir State, has 
every right to disagree with the BJP on matters relating to J&K. 
But I would advise him never to use offensive language and words like 
‘cheating’ and ‘deceiving’ in that context. 

He should know that when in the Constituent Assembly, Article 
370, which confers a Special Status on Jammu and Kashmir state was 
sought to be approved, the Jana Sangh had not even been born. 
However, if there was any provision in the Draft Constitution which 
had almost the entire Congress Party up in arms against it, it was this 
provision. This issue was considered by the Constituent Assembly in 
November 1949 just two months before the Constitution was formally 
adopted. Prime Minister Pandit Nehru had left for abroad. 

According to a two-volume book My Reminiscences of Sardar Patel, 
written by V. Shankar, Private Secretary to the Union Home Minister 


Sardar Patel, before leaving for abroad, Pandit Nehru finalized the draft 
provisions with Sheikh Abdullah, and entrusted to Gopalaswamy 
Ayyangar the task of 


piloting these provisions through the Constituent 
Assembly. 


Ayyangar first presented his Proposals to the Congress 
Parliamentary Party. His presentation, Shankar notes, provoked “a 
storm of angry protests from all sides, and Gopalaswamy Ayyangar 
found himself a lone defender with Maulana Azad an ineffective 
supporter”. 


According to Shankar, 


ody of opinion which looked 

S crimination between the Jammu 

and Kashmir State and other States as members of the fy ae 
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Union and was not prepared to go beyond certain limits in 

providing for the special position of Jammu and Kashmir.” 
“Sardar was himself fully in accord with this opinion, but due 

to his usual policy of not standing in the way of Pandit Nehru and 

Gopalaswamy Ayyangar who sorted out problems in their own 

light, he had kept his own views in the background. In fact, he had 

not taken any part in framing the draft proposals with the result 
that he heard the proposals only when Gopalaswamy Ayyangar 
announced them to the Congress Party.” 

Extremely upset with the rough reception he had received at the 
Congress Parliamentary Party, Ayyangar rushed to Sardar Patel for help. 
Sardar Patel had another meeting of the Congress Parliamentary Party 
convened. 

Shankar reports: “The meeting was one of the stormiest I have 
ever witnessed. Even Maulana Azad was shouted down. It was left to 
Sardar to bring the discussion down to the practical plane and to plead 
that because of the international complications, a provisional approach 
alone could be made.” 

“Reluctantly, it seems, the Congress Party fell in line with the 
Sardar’s wishes. Indeed it is this that explains why in the Constituent 
Assembly the discussion on this provision was so vapid and sketchy. 
Apart from Ayyangar’s own speech, there was nota single worthwhile 
intervention, either for, or against.” 

It transpires that even while Sardar Patel and Ayyangar were 
exerting hard to make the Congress Party agree to the draft proposals 
as drawn up by Ayyangar and Sheikh Abdullah with Pandit Nehru 
before his departure for abroad, the Sheikh started having second 
thoughts about the agreed draft itself. 

On 14th October 1949, Vishnu Sahay, Secretary for Kashmir Affairs 
in the Home Ministry wrote to V. Shankar that Sheikh Abdullah had 
changed his stand on the draft on the plea that the Working Committee 
of the National Conference did not approve of it. 

Abdullah, Sahay wrote, had sent an alternative draft which 
provided that the Indian Constitution shall apply to Jammu and 
Kashmir only in regard to the acceded subjects. Sheikh also objected to 
the fact that the proposed Article had been described as Temporary 
and that the Constituent Assembly of the State had been empowered 
to terminate it. 

On 15 October 1949, Sheikh Abdullah and two colleagues of his 
met Ayyangar and pressured him into changing the draft. Ayyangar 
reported this to Sardar Patel that very day. In his letter to Patel dated 15 
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October, Ayyangar wrote that “there was no substance at all in the 
objections that they (Abdullah and his two colleagues) had put 
forward”. He added: “At the end of it all, I told them that I had not 
expected that, after having agreed to the substance of our draft both at 
your house (Patel’s) and at the Party meeting, they would let me and 
Panditji down in the manner they were attempting to do. In answer, 
Sheikh Abdullah said that he felt very grieved that I should think so, 
but that in the discharge of his duty to his own people he found it 
impossible to accept our draft as it was... I told him thereafter to go 
back and think over all that I have told them and hoped that he would 
come back to me in a better frame of mind in the course of the day or 
tomorrow. I have since thought over the matter further and dictated a 
draft which, without giving up the essential stand we have taken in 
our original draft, readjusts it in minor particulars in a way which I am 
hoping Sheikh Abdullah would agree to.” 

Sardar Patel’s reply to Ayyangar dated 16th October 1949 was curt 
and sharp. He did not agree with Ayyangar that the changes were minor. 
Patel wrote: “I find there are substantial changes over the original draft, 
particularly in regard to the applicability of fundamental rights and 
directive principles of State policy. You can yourself realize the anomaly 
of the State becoming part of India and at the same time not recognizing 
any of these provisions.” 

Patel added: “I do not at all like any change after our party has 
approved of the whole arrangement in the presence of Sheikh Sahib 
himself. Whenever Sheikh Sahib wishes to back out, he always confronts 
us with his duty to the people. Of course, he owes no duty to India or 
to the Indian Government, or even on a personal basis, to you and the 
Prime Minister who have gone all out to accommodate him.” 

In a clinching remark, he said: 
question of my approval does not aris 
to do, you can go ahead with it.” 


Meanwhile, Sheikh Abdullah rejected even Ayyangar’s revised 
draft, and ina letter addressed to Ayyangar on 17th October threatened 


“In these circumstances, any 
e. If you feel itis the right thing 


Skea > uent Assembly adopted 
Ayyangar’s original draft without much of a debate. Sheikh Abdullah 
was expected to speak, but he remained sullen and silent. 


“My dear Jawaharlal, 


There was some difficulty abo isi 5 3 
ifficulty about the provision relating to Kashmir. Sheikh 
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Sahib went back on the agreement which he had reached with you in 
regard to the provision relating to Kashmir. He insisted on certain 
changes of a fundamental character which would exclude in their 
application to Kashmir the provisions relating to citizenship and 
fundamental rights and make it necessary in all these matters as well 
as others not covered by the accession to three subjects to seek the 
concurrence of the State Government which is sought to be defined as 
the Maharaja acting on the advice of the Council of Ministers appointed 
under the proclamation of 8 March 1948. After a great deal of 
discussion, I could persuade the party to accept all the changes except 
the last one, which was modified so as to cover not merely the first 
Ministry so appointed but any subsequent Ministries which may be 
appointed under that proclamation. 

Sheikh Sahib has not reconciled himself to this change, but we could 
not accommodate him in this matter and the provision was passed through 
the House as we had modified. After this he wrote a letter to Gopalaswamy 
Ayyangar threatening to resign from the membership of the Constituent 
Assembly. Gopalaswamy has replied asking him to defer his decision until 


your return. 
Yours sincerely, 


Vallabhbhai Patel” 


At the very commencement of this blog I have said that it is highly 
improper for anyone to use offensive words like “cheating’ in the context 
of BJP’s stand on Jammu and Kashmir. It is an issue on which we have 
not only been unequivocal, forthright and consistent from the time Jana 
Sangh was born in 1951 till today, but it is an issue for which the party’s 
Founder-President laid down his own life, and for which tens of 
thousands of party activists have courted arrest and suffered in many 
other ways. Since our very first all India session at Kanpur, we have 
been championing complete integration of J&K State with India. 


Tailpiece 

Sardar Patel passed away in December 1950. On July 24, 1952, 
Pandit Nehru made a comprehensive statement in the Lok Sabha on 
issues relating to Jammu and Kashmir State. In this he strongly defended 
Article 370. He also remarked that it was Sardar Patel who was dealing 
with J&K.V. Shankar, who in 1952 was Joint Secretary in Ayyangar’s 
Ministry ran into his Minister and exchanged notes about the 
happening. Gopalaswamy Ayyangar commented: “It is an ill-return to 
Sardar for the magnanimity he had shown in accepting Panditji’s point 
of view against his better judgement.” 


28 June, 2013 
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y last two blogs have been principally about Jammu and Kashmir 

State and about Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee, hailed by the 
country as ‘Independent India’s first martyr for national integration’. 
For these two pieces I had relied greatly on V. Shankar’s two volume 


biography of Vallabhbhai Patel, captioned My Reminiscences of Sardar 
Patel. 


Rajmohan Gandhi's biography of Sardar Patel notes: “While 
Shankar's services were valuable, a more significant role was played 
by Vapal Pangunni Menon.” 

It was Sardar Patel who as free India’s Home Minister decided to 
create within his Ministry a States Department entrusted with the 
responsibility of integrating with the country the 564 princely states. 
Sardar Patel nominated V.P. Menon as Secretary of the States 
Department. When the Britishers ruled India, these princely states in 
area constituted nearly half the country. 

At a function organised in New Delhi in 
C.P. Krishna Nair, Head of the Leela Grou 
Shri V.P. Menon, I was presented a pair of invaluable books written by 
Menon, popularly known as just V.P, written by him at the behest of 
Sardar Patel himself. The first is titled The Transfer of Power in India and 
the second Integration of the Indian States. This second one is really a 
wonderful, and very authentic story of the greatest achievement of free 
India’s first Home Minister. 

Four out of the more important States showed reluctance to accede 
to India. These were Hyderabad, Jammu and Kashmir, Bhopal and 
Travancore. Of these Hyderabad was the only one in whose case 
Government of India was compelled to use 


force. ; 
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V.P. Menon’s book has devoted to Hyderabad three full chapters, 
running into 87 pages. If I were to sum up briefly, in VP’s own words, 
why Sardar Patel had to decide, despite Pandit Nehru’s reluctance, to 
use the army against the Nizam, here is, a précis of what V.P. has written: 

In accordance with Article II of the Standstill Agreement (which the Nizam 

had signed with New Delhi) the Government of India appointed K M 

Munshi as their Agent-General in Hyderabad. I did not then know Munshi 

very well; but I had particularly been impressed by the way in which, as 

Home Minister in Bombay from 1937 to 1939, he had handled the 

communal situation there. When we informed the Government of 

Hyderabad of Munshi’s appointment, the Nizam made certain conditions. 

First of all he wanted Munshi to be no more than a trade Agent. I replied 

to Laik Ali (whom the Nizam had appointed President of his Executive 

Council on the advice of Kasim Rizvi) drawing his attention to Article II 

of the Agreement under which the functions of the Agent-General were 

certainly not confined to trade. 

A trivial but nonetheless significant dispute arose over the question 
of the accommodation that was to be provided in Hyderabad for M unshi, 
the Nizam refusing to give him even temporarily, till he found 
accommodation elsewhere. Ultimately two of the buildings belonging to 
the Indian Army were placed at the disposal of Munshi and his staff. 

Almost before the ink was dry on the Standstill Agreement, 
the Nizam’s Government issued two ordinances in quick 
succession. 

The first imposed restrictions on the export of all precious 
metals from Hyderabad to India. The second declared Indian 
currency to be not legal tender in the State. 

I wrote to the Government of Hyderabad on 25 December 1947 
pointing out that these two ordinances were violations of the 
Standstill Agreement. 

On top of this, the Government of India received information 
that the Government of Hyderabad had advanced a loan of Rs 20 
Crore to Pakistan in the form of Government of India securities of 
equivalent value. 

This was not all. The Government of Hyderabad informed us 
officially that it was their intention to appoint agents in several 
foreign countries. They had already appointed a Public Relations 
Officer in Karachi without any reference to the Government of 


India. 
There followed some discussion. I stressed that the Government of 


Hyderabad should repeal the two ordinances in question and ask the 
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Government of Pakistan to return the loan of Rs. 20 crore. Referring 
to the activities of the Razakars, I said that the Government of India 
took a grave view of the situation created by them in Hyderabad. It 
appeared to the Government of India that every encouragement had 
been given by the Hyderabad Government to this reactionary and 
communal organization. Disquieting reports had been received from 
the Government of Madras of the activities of the Razakars on their 
border. 

„Laik Ali, the President of the Nizam’s Executive Council, had 
meanwhile come to Delhi and had seen Sardar. Sardar told him quite 
firmly that an internal settlement in the State was the first requisite for a 
satisfactory understanding between India and Hyderabad and requested 
him to work to that end. The discussion could not be continued because of 
Gandhiji’s assassination on the evening of 30 January. Laik Ali and the 
Hyderabad delegation subsequently returned to Hyderabad. 

Lord Mountbatten gave it as his personal opinion that the position 
of Hyderabad would be strengthened in the eyes of the world if the Nizam 
were to declare his intention to introduce responsible government and 
that all the greater then would be the prospects of the Nizam and his 
successors remaining constitutional rulers of the State in perpetuity. If 
the right opportunity was missed or if time was lost, there was a chance 
that the Nizam might lose his throne altogether through the sheer 
compulsion of events. 

K.M. Munshi had a very delicate and difficult role to play. While the 
relations of the Government of India with the Nizam’s Agent-General in 
Delhi (Nawab Zain Yar Jung) were cordial, Munshi was treated with 
definite hostility by the Government of Hyderabad and his relations with 
them were extremely strained. Because of the suspicion with which he 


was viewed by the Government of Hyderabad he was virtually a prisoner 
in his own house. 


Meanwhile, the Government of Hyderabad had not implemented a 


single undertaking given by them. No announcement with regard to the 
loan to Pakistan as promised by Laik Ali had been made: the Currency 
Ordinance had not been modified, while the ban on the export of precious 
metals and oilseeds continued to operate. No step, as promised by Laik 
Ali, in respect of the reconstitution of the Nizam’s EEE e had 


been taken. The Razakars, so far from being banned, had become an 
intolerable nuisance. Border raids 


showed no signs of abatement. Up to 
this time we had only tried to press our point of view i a 
iew in 
Government of Hyderabad. But n A i relly ele 


ow the Government of India decided 
that we should brin : paca e, 
lat we shou g the breaches of the Standstill Agreement to their 
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notice officially. Accordingly, on 23 March, I addressed a letter to the 
President of the Nizam’s Executive Council which was sent to Munsht 
to be delivered personally to Laik Ali. 

Supported by the Razakars, the ruling clique in Hyderabad 
was now in a militant mood. The Nizam’s advisers, it was reported 
to me, had assured him that if India resorted to any economic 
blockade it was not likely to be effective, as Hyderabad could easily 
stand on its own legs for the next few months, during which time 
public opinion in the world could be mobilized in its favour. India 
was stated to be very weak and to be incapable of military action 
now or at any time. All the Muslim countries were friendly to 
Hyderabad and would not permit any military action to be taken 
against it. The Hyderabad radio went to the extent of announcing 
that if there was a war against Hyderabad thousands of Pathans 
would march into India. 

On 5 April 1948, Laik Ali sent Nehru a very long reply, of seventeen 
typed pages, in which he refuted the allegations of breach of the Standstill 
Agreement and made certain countercharges against the Government of 
India. 

On the very same day, the Nizam wrote to Lord Mountbatten saying 
that the letter of the State Ministry “was in the nature of an ultimatum 
to be regarded as prelude to an open breach of friendly relations.” 

On 16 April, Laik Ali had an interview with Sardar at which I was 
present. Sardar said: “You know as well as I do where power resides and 
with whom the fate of the negotiations must finally lie in Hyderabad. The 
gentleman (Kasim Razvi) who seems to dominate Hyderabad has given 
his answer. He has categorically stated that if the Indian Dominion 
comes to Hyderabad it will find nothing but the bones and ashes 
of the one and a half crores of Hindus. If that is the position, then 
it seriously undermines the whole future of the Nizam and his 
dynasty. I am speaking to you plainly because I do not want you 
to be under any misapprehension. The Hyderabad problem will 
have to be settled as has been done in the case of other States. No 
other way is possible. We cannot agree to the continuance of an 
isolated spot which would destroy the very Union which we have 
built up with our blood and toil. At the same time, we do wish to 
maintain friendly relations and to seek a friendly solution. That does not 
mean that we shall ever agree to Hyderabad’s independence. If its demand 
to maintain an independent status is persisted in, it is bound to fail.” 

In conclusion Sardar asked Laik Ali to go back to Hyderabad and, 
after consulting the Nizam, to take a final decision, “so that both of us 
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know where we stand.” 

Throughout the interview Laik Ali appeared nervous. It seemed 
to me that he was completely taken aback by the forthright manner 
in which Sardar put forward his views. 

Opinion among the advisers of the Government of India was 
not unanimous on the question of what action should be taken in 
regard to Hyderabad. The section which favoured a policy of drift 
had a ready excuse in the bogey of large-scale communal disorders 
which would follow any positive action against Hyderabad. They 
apprehended that in Hyderabad the Hindus would be butchered in 
thousands, and that there would be general slaughter of Muslims 
in India. There were others who spoke of mass Muslim uprisings in south 
India, particularly among the Moplahs. This fantastic suggestion was 
made by people who had never seen a Moplah, much less understood his 
mentality, and who knew nothing of the situation in Malabar at the time. 
Another of such fears was that, if India took any action against Hyderabad, 
Pakistan would interfere. My own opinion was that Pakistan was surely 
not going to risk a war with India on the Hyderabad issue. 

There was also some propaganda to the effect that Hyderabad aircraft 
would bomb cities like Bombay, Madras, Calcutta and even Delhi. This 
Propaganda caused a certain amount of apprehension amongst the people 
of the neighbouring provinces. 

Meanwhile Laik Ali was pressing that the Hyderabad issue 
should be taken to the United Nations Organizations. 

The American Charge d’Affaires in New Delhi apprised us 
meanwhile of the fact the Nizam had written to the President of 
the United States requesting that he should arbitrate and that the 
latter had refused. 

À The Razakars did not spare even missionaries and nuns. Early in 
September the States Ministry received complaints that some foreign 
missionaries had been assaulted and some nuns molested by the Razakars. 

The military view was that the campaign could not last beyond 
three sora Actually, everything was over within less than a week. 
TEE Oat mee eee, oat of all Ne 
remained open did a FIn e Tri pene 

a ! of India take the decision to 
send Indian troops into Hyderabad to restore peace and tranquilit 
inside the State and a sense of security in the adjoinin ice 
territory. This decision was communicated to the South 
Command, who ordered that the Indian forces should march he 
Hyderabad in the early hours of Monday the 13", ae o 


The Indian forces were comma 7 
nded by Major- 
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Chaudhury under the direction of Lt.-General Maharaj Shri 
Rajendrasinhji, who was then the General Office Commanding- 
in-Chief, Southern Command. This operation was given the name 
‘Operation Polo’ by the Army Headquarters. 

There was some stiff resistance on the first and second days. 
After this, resistance petered out and virtually collapsed. On our 
side the total casualties were slight but on the other side, owing to 
scrappy operations and lack of discipline, the Irregulars and the 
Razakars suffered comparatively more casualties. The number of 
dead was little over 800. It is unfortunate that so many should 
have died in this action, though the number is insignificant when 
weighed against the killings, rape and loot inflicted by the 
Razakars on the Hindus of the State. 

On the evening of 17 September, the Hyderabad army 
surrendered. On 18th, the Indian troops, under Major-General 
Chaudhuri, entered Hyderabad City. The operation had lasted 
barely 108 hours. 

On 17 September, Laik Aliand his cabinet tendered their resignations. 
The Nizam sent for K M Munshi (who had been under house arrest ever 
since the Police Action began) and informed him that he had given orders 
for his army to surrender; that he would be forming a new government, 
that Indian troops were free to go to Secunderabad and Bolarum, and that 
the Razakars would be banned. Munshi communicated this to the 
Government of India. Major-General Chaudhuri took charge as Military 
Governor on 18 September. The members of the Laik Ali ministry were 
placed under house arrest. Rizvi was arrested on 19 September. 

There was not a single communal incident in the whole length 
and breadth of India throughout the time of the operation. There 
was universal jubilation at the swift and successful ending of the 
Hyderabad episode and messages of congratulation poured in to 
the Government of India from all parts of the country. 

ok ok k 


Tailpiece 

In one of my earlier blogs based on a book written by a 1947 LA.S. 
officer, one M.K.K. Nair titled With No Ill Feeling to Anybody, I had quoted 
a Pioneer report from the same source saying that Sardar Patel had 
walked out of a Cabinet meeting because of some remarks of the PM 
which he felt were offensive. This book also says that Nehru favoured 
the U.N. route instead of the Army Action decided by Patel. 


2 July, 2013 


Oo 
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Dr. Syama Prasad’s Birth Anniversary 


Maa SSR STS SE 


est is July 6, the birth anniversary of Dr. Syama Prasad 
o o k e r j e e , 
founder of our party, Bharatiya Jana Sangh, which now functions 

as Bharatiya Janata Party. This blog is due to be released tomorrow. 
On June 23, I had recalled how at the first National Session of the 
Bharatiya Jana Sangh held at Kanpur in 1953, Dr. Mookerjee had 
inspired Jana Sangh delegates from all parts of the country with his 
call for the complete integration of Jammu and Kashmir State with India. 
Why should this State’s situation be different from that of the other 563 


princely states which had agreed to become fully integrated parts of 
independent India. 


subsequent martyrdom, are now part of history. 

As Thad pointed out in another blog, 
Party also had said the same thing to Gop 
Pandit Nehru had entrusted the Tesponsibili 
through the Constituent Assembly in his 


on the birth anniversary of the ] 


This morning also, a large number of MPs. 


from b 
including the two LOPs in the two Houses, Smt. pal ee uses: 


Sushma Swaraj and 
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Shri Arun Jaitley, were present. But what struck me as odd was the 
fact that I did not see any Congress M.P. there, neither Member nor 
Minister. I know that in the case of Vir Savarkar whose portrait was 
unveiled in the Central Hall some years back by the then Rashtrapati 
Dr. Abdul Kalam, the Congress Party had formally decided to boycott 
the function and has continued to stay away from the ceremony on all 
his subsequent birthdays. The absence of Congressmen today is 
unlikely to be a deliberate decision. Unwittingly, though it may be, it 
does reflect innate partisan thinking. 

I would like to mention at this point that it was the Marxist 
Government led by Shri Jyoti Basu which had decided to put up an 
excellent statue of Dr. Syama Prasad at the Maidan in Kolkata. I 
requested late Shri R. Venkataraman who was Vice-President at that 
time to unveil the statue. He readily agreed, and graced the function. 

I have recalled all this only to remind the Congress leadership 
today, that the country may be inclined to conclude that at least insofar 
as the Congress Party is concerned, the new generation is departing 
even from the tradition of their own elders! 


Tailpiece 

I spent the first twenty years of my life in Karachi, Sindh. I left 
Karachi in 1947, and spent the next ten years in Rajasthan. 

I recall that when I visited Jodhpur for the first time I asked 
someone: “What's the time?” The reply he gave was something that I 
just could not comprehend. When I repeated the query, he said very 
clearly: “Seven thirty!” I told him that I was unable to follow what he 
had earlier said in Hindi. 

Thereupon, my friend recounted to me an anecdote. He said that 
Rajasthan comprised of over twenty princely states. Citizens of every 
single state were naturally very proud about their own state. Also, he 
said, generally speaking, the state of Mewar to which Maharana Pratap 
belonged was viewed with great respect throughout Rajasthan because 
of the valour displayed by the warriors of the region over ages. 

It was equally evident that the State of Jaipur, always inclined to 
be submissive towards the Moghul emperors in Delhi, generally did 
not command respect. 

When at One stage, the Delhi rulers called Jai Singh and Man Singh 
and told them that the Moghul Emperor wished to confer on the Jaipur 
Maharaja the title of SAWAI meaning thereby that while the value of 
other princes was ONE each, the Jaipur ruler was ONE plus a 
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QUARTER. 

My friend who was narrating this anecdote to me said that after 
this the people in all other states decided that they shall not pronounce 
SA and instead replace it with HA. They will call the Jaipur ruler 
HAWAI, not SAWAI. So, he concluded, when you asked me what is the 
time, instead of saying “Sadhe saat,” I had replied “Haade haath”! which 
you could not understand. 

(Sa becoming converted to Ha is a common linguistic 

transformation. Saptah becomes Hafta; Hindu is derived from 

Sindhu. But in this case, displeasure towards subservience to the 

Moghals found expression in anecdotes of this kind.) 


7 July, 2013 
oO 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


64 


soe GPE SE ERS EE 


A View from the Raisina Hill 
Extremely well-written Book 


A EES 


ETS 


©) July 6, the country observed Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerji’s birth 
anniversary. 

That evening I released a book at the National Museum Auditorium 
titled Jammu-Kashmir ki Ankahi Kahani. The author of the book is Dr. 
Kuldeep Chand Agnihotri. 

Tens of thousands of party activists like me justifiably feel proud 
that we belong to a party whose first national movement was for the 
cause of national unity, and that the founder-president of our Party 
laid down his life at the altar of national integration. But not many may 
be aware that the struggle we waged all over India had been initiated 
in Jammu-Kashmir itself even before the Jana Sangh was born in 1951. 
It was a regional party, the Praja Parishad, which under the leadership 
of Pandit Premnath Dogra had commenced it. I commend the author's 
decision to bring to the notice of the country this untold story of the 
Praja Parishad’s struggle and sacrifices. 

It is noteworthy that shortly after the martyrdom of Dr. Mookerji, 
the Praja Parishad decided to merge into the Jana Sangh. A little later, 
Pandit Dogra was elected President of the Jana Sangh. 

On July 7, at an impressive function organised in Keshavpuram, 
Delhi, to mark the sixth death anniversary of Dr. Saheb Singh Verma, 
former Chief Minister of Delhi, I unveiled a statue of the departed 
leader, and also released a book on his life and achievements, written 
by his daughter Rachna Sindhu. 

Delhi was the first place in the country which gave Jana Sangh its 
initial boost. But it also gave the party a lop-sided image — that it was 
essentially an urban party. To Saheb Singh ji goes the credit of not only 
correcting this image, but during his tenure as Chief Minister, 
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consciously contributing to the development and welfare of rural Delhi. 
At this well-attended function organised by his son Pravesh Verma, 
rich encomiums were lavished on Saheb Singh, whom several speakers 
described as “not just an individual, but an institution”. 

Two days back, on July 12, I released a book written by a veteran 
journalist, P.P. Balachandran, titled A View from the Raisina Hill. This is 
the third book I have released in this first fortnight of the month. 

At book-release functions, I generally recall my 19-month 
incarceration at the Bangalore Central Jail during the 1975-77 
Emergency. In prison those days, a word that spontaneously brought 
relief and joy to all colleagues used to be the word ‘release’. Since then, 
whenever anyone comes to me with a request that I ‘release’ some book, 
I rarely say No to him. 

Bala, as the author is popularly known, describes himself in the 
Introduction as “a reluctant writer”, which only reminds me of a 
recently produced film by our well-known U.S. based film-maker Mira 
Nair. The film is based on a book written by Pakistan’s Mohsin Hamid, 
The Reluctant Fundamentalist. Mira Nair’s film also bears the same title, 
and has earned many complimentary reviews. A review I saw in the 
National Post, a Canadian newspaper, opens with the comment “It’s 
rare for a movie to improve the book on which it is based, but Mira 
Nair’s The Reluctant Fundamentalist does just that.” 

The synopsis of the film as given in this review reads: “a Pakistani 
man named Changez comes to America to make his fortune on Wall 
Street — but after 9/11, he begins to feel that he doesn’t really fit in.” 

_ Bala has been a journalist for over 40 years. As he rightly says in 
his introduction: “I am perhaps the only one or among the very few 
journalists who worked across the whole media rainbow — newspaper, 
magazine, wire service, radio and television, and the web, both as a 
dependable staffer and as an undependable freelancer, Add to this the 
two magazines I started up and edited. One was a trade magazine in 
the early seventies (it could have been India’s first trade and trade fair 
journal if allowed to last) and the othera fortnightly magazine for NRIs, 


also a first in its genre. Both died infantile deaths for want of financial 
nourishment.” 


Bala’s first stint as a foreign corres i ji 
pondent was with Asiaweek, the 
Hong Kong-based news weekly. He became this important journal's 
first staff correspondent in India. Bala says that this assignment lasted 
almost three years. He adds: “This was followed by several other 


international biggies. Among them were Radio A ; : 
Post, Gulf News and Reuters. Besides British E RA Seer eae 
Today, as also USA Today.” arya 
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The author’s own comment on the book wrapper seems very 
correct. He says that he only writes when he is ‘unsettlingly stirred’. 
He goes on to observe “when people half my experience occupy acres 
of shelf space I have only been able to manage a measly collection of 
what could at best be described as editorial writings or essays.” 

But I entirely agree with the publishers of the book when they say 
that a writer is to be judged not by the bulk of his output, but by the 
quality of his writing. I have read only this short 163-page book of his. 
I may not agree with all the views he has expressed, but so far as the 
quality of his writings goes, I must say it is brilliant. Sample these few 
paragraphs he writes about himself at the very commencement of his 
Introduction. He says: 

“Every attempt to write is a raid on the mind; and every writer a 

plunderer of his own inner thoughts; thoughts he brings out from 

the depths of his mind and sets into words and images before he 
can offer them to the world. 

It’s an act of extreme torment, no doubt, where all the pain is 
of the writer only. 

Some do it with the panache of a serial killer; others serve it as 
asentence they failed to escape. In either case, it’s an act of sacrifice, 
a cleansing of the soul and, therefore, a cathartic experience. 

I came to the world of letters through journalism which only 
shares a coarse kinship with the ornate domain of writing. I must 
admit, though, that my entry into journalism was not without a 
secret desire to become a writer in some distant future. I thought, 
somehow, that journalism was the road paved with promises for 
an aspiring author. 

Fortunately or otherwise, not every journalist becomes a writer. 
But then not every courtesan becomes a consort. All journalists 
are courtesans aspiring to be queens; but the threshold is so wide 
that the chances of the former progressing to the latter have always 
been blissfully low.” 

K K k 

Today’s blog is about a book I have released two days back and 
which in the caption I have described as ‘extremely well-written’. But 
the blog till now speaks only about the author. Let me give my readers 
a glimpse of the contents of the book also. I propose to include in this 
part of the blog a couple of excerpts from the book which tell us how 
Bala views from his vantage position at Raisina Hill three of India’s 
Prime Ministers — Pandit Nehru, Smt. Indira Gandhi and Shri A.B. 
Vajpayee — and a couple of issues like corruption and nuclear power. 

The first excerpt is from a chapter titled “Our Tryst with Nehru’s 
Lamp Posts”. It says: 
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Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru has been many things to many people. 
He was a brilliant barrister, who could have been a prized lawyer 
if only he had not got his first brief from Gandhi. 

He would have been defending corrupt judges in Parliament 
or assassins of prime ministers, or even those who bribe the prime 
minister with trunk loads of currency notes. 

He was a dreamer who fell into a slumber till his best friend 
Chou En Lai woke him up, rather rudely. 

And, of course, he was a superb actor who played Hamlet all 
his life and yet pretended he was playing Julius Caesar. 

But most of all, and this is what is not recognized in any 
measure, he has been our greatest and most successful fixer, who 
got us the much sought after appointment with our own destiny. 

However, while fixing up the tryst with our destiny, Nehru, 
the builder of this country, had also offered to erect a few lamp 
posts across the countryside — not to get us electricity but to hang 
the corrupt, the blackmarketeer and the hawala trader on. 

Hang them, that is, if we could find any. Because, Nehru 
thought it would be a needle in the haystack kind of job, so difficult 
and so unlikely. Because, he thought that a freedom so hard fought 
for and so harder won, is not likely to be destroyed or defiled by 
the same people who made it happen. 

And yet, in 50 years, the haystack has undergone a 
metamorphosis to become a porcupine growing in terms of both 
its size and viciousness, attacking a nation’s sense and sensibilities. 
In50 years, the lamp posts seem to have been short-changed by the 
same politicians who were supposed to hang on them. 


Fifty years later, now, when we are celebrating that first great 


midnight meeting with our future, Lam tempted to quote none other 


than Nehru himself, but in another context and in reference to 


somebody else — the Englishman from whom we got what Nehru 
himself called in his eloquent style the fine flower of freedom. 

__ I know why the sun never set over the British empire,” Nehru 
said in one of his lethal moments “because God never trusted an 
Englishman in the dark.” 


It is just a harmless thought : Did not 
: we trust somebody too 
much when we went for that midnight meeting? Perhaps, we should 
nae had the meeting under a lamp post with the lights switched 


X K ok 
Equally important are Bala’s comments on Indi 
The sub-heading for this piece is: “When a ei a 


Giant 5 . 
Nuclear Power”. In this, the author Se ant Wakes Up: India asa 
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Why should India’s five nuclear explosions cause more global 
tremors and diplomatic radioactivity than America’s 1500 or 
Russia’s 700 or even China's 45 explosions? The answer, perhaps, 
lies not so much in the prejudices and discriminatory mind-set of 
the so-called superpowers as in our own civilizational DNA and 
in the racial timidity of our people and their leaders — the political, 
the social and even the religious ones. 

This misinterpretation of Hinduism as a defeatist or a pacifist 
way of living has done more damage to our nation state than to 
Hinduism itself. 

That explains why there are tectonic tremors across the globe 
when this nation, perceived for centuries to be slow in body and 
weak in spirit, decides to stand up and be counted as a worthy 
defender of its life and property — like it happened during India’s 
first nuclear explosion in 1974. 

What Mrs. Indira Gandhi did was not just standing up to those 
few of nations who appropriated, as it were, the wholesale right to 
nuclear weapons and world dominance. Her’s was an attempt, a 
valiant one indeed, to bring about an attitudinal change in the 
country’s pacifist tradition. Unfortunately, though, her Pokhran 
blast 24 years ago could not bring about that attitudinal change in 
any substantive measure, primarily because she herself was not 
convinced about the nation’s inherent strength to stand up to its 
challengers. 

The fact that Mrs. Gandhi's insistence that the 1974 experiment 
was a peaceful explosion and not a bomb only showed that it was 
a mere marketing posture, devoid of substance. 

In the 24 years that followed, the first Pokhran blast was 
reduced to an archival inventory; and like ‘good’ forgiving Hindus, 
we went back to our national pastime of self-pity and flagellation. 

What Atal Bihari Vajpayee did in May 1998 was to shake us 
up from this defeatist slumber and re-assert our national pride. 
Naturally, the guards of the nuclear garrison were not amused. 

No doubt, everybody likes a nice guy; but everybody respects 
a tough guy. Still better, everybody loves and respects a nice, tough 
guy. A gentle giant is not just a child’s romantic idea of a hero, but 
of the adult world’s as well. 

14 July, 2013 
m 
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Pakistan’s Judicial Commission on 
Osama Bin Laden 
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T wasin early May 2011, that 24 hand-picked men of the Red Squadron 

of SEAL TEAM SIX attacked the compound in Abbotabad, Pakistan, 
where Osama Bin Laden had been in hiding for several years. 

In Pakistan, this above event is described as the country’s worst 
national humiliation after 1971, when not only was Pakistan formally 
defeated in a major war, an independent Bangladesh was also carved 
out by vivisection of Pakistan. 

After Osama’s killing by American raiders, the Pakistan 
Government set up a 4 -member Commission of Inquiry headed by 
the seniormost judge of its Supreme Court, Justice Javed Iqbal. The 
other three members included Ashraf Jahangir Qazi who was some 
years back Pakistan’s High Commissioner in New Delhi. 

The Commission submitted its 336-page report to the Prime 
Minister of Pakistan on January 4, 2013. He immediately declared the 
report as ‘Classified’. But on July 8, Al Jazeera English Television 
managed to secure a leaked copy of the document and published it. 
The same day, obviously on the basis of the Al Jazeera report, The New 
York Times, The Guardian, and some other Western papers also carried a 
summary of the report. I am reproducing the NYT report in this blog 
for regular readers of mine. In India, the Statesman has carried the story 
in two installments on July 20 and 21, as reported by Seema Mustafa, 
Resident Editor of The Sunday Guardian. 

This report from NYT’s London based Declan Walsh reads as under: 

LONDON — Osama bin Laden lived unmolested in Pakistan for 
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almost a decade because of the “collective incompetence and 
negligence” of the country’s security forces, according to a scathing 
Pakistani Government report that was leaked to the news media 
on Monday. 

The four-member Abbottabad Commission, led by a Supreme 
Court judge, interviewed 201 people, including the country’s 
intelligence leaders, in an effort to piece together the events around 
the American raid on May 2, 2011, that killed Bin Laden, the leader 
of Al Qaeda, and embarrassed the Pakistani Government. 

But although the commission's report was completed six 
months ago, the Pakistani authorities suppressed it, and the first 
leaked copy was made public by Al Jazeera on Monday (July 8). 

The broadcaster published the 336-page report on its Website, 
while acknowledging that there was one omission — a page of 
testimony from a Pakistani spy chief that appeared to describe 
elements of Pakistan’s security cooperation with the United States. 

Hours later, Pakistan’s telecom regulator blocked access to Al 
Jazeera’s website inside Pakistan. 

In some ways, the commission hewed to expectations. In its 
findings, it leaned toward incompetence rather than conspiracy in 
explaining Pakistan's failure to catch Bin Laden after he arrived in 
the country in mid-2002, having fled the American assault at Tora 
Bora in Afghanistan. 

But, in other ways, the report was a surprise. It contained 
flashes of visceral skepticism about the testimony of key 
government officials, noted that key questions remained 
unanswered, and allowed for the possibility that some security 
officials had covertly helped Bin Laden. 

“Connivance, collaboration and cooperation at some levels 
cannot be entirely discounted,” it said. 

The report offered tantalizing new details about life on the 
run for Bin Laden, as he shifted among six addresses in Pakistan 
from 2002 to 2011, when his American pursuers finally caught up 
with him. At times the Qaeda leader is said to have shaved his 
beard and worn a cowboy hat to avoid detection by Pakistani or 
American forces. 

Once, a vehicle he was riding in was stopped for speeding, 
but the police officer failed to recognize him and let him go. 

The report also took Pakistani officials to task for failing to 
shut down Central Intelligence Agency operations in the country, 
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and variously portrayed American actions as illegal or immoral. It 
said the C.I.A. had used mainstream aid agencies as cover to spy 
on the Qaeda leader, employed “hired thugs” and grossly deceived 
its allies in the Pakistani government. 

“The U.S. acted like a criminal thug,” the report said. 

For all its untempered language and institutional constraints, 
the report offered the most comprehensive official account yet of 
Bin Laden’s time on the run in Pakistan and the American Navy 
SEALs raid that took his life. 

The four-member commission was comprised of Justice Javed 
Iqbal of the Supreme Court, a retired police officer, a retired 
diplomat and a retired army general. It first met in July 2011, two 
months after the American raid, and has held 52 hearings and 
conducted seven field visits. 

American officials did not cooperate with the commission, and 
on Monday, Jen Psaki, a State Department spokeswoman, declined 
to comment on the report. One senior American official who follows 
Pakistan said he had not yet read a copy of the commission’s 
voluminous report, but he said that from summaries he had seen, 
the document appeared to offer “the Pakistan people some 
accounting of how Bin Laden came to end up where he did.” 

In many places, the Pakistani report seems to seethe with 
frustration at the failures of Pakistani officials to find Bin Laden 
before the Americans could get to him. 

It highlighted inept border officials who allowed one of his 
Wives to pass into Iran, inept municipal officials who failed to spot 
the unusual construction at his house, intelligence officials who 
hoarded information, and senior police officials who it deemed 
guilty of a “grave dereliction of duty”. 

The commission 
interviewed military 
officials who failed to 
detect American aircraft 
entering Pakistani 
airspace, and it noted that 
on the night of May 2, the 
first Pakistani fighter jets f 
were scrambled 24 ; 
minutes after the Osama Compou 7 
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Americans had left Pakistan with Bin Laden's body on board. 

“The extent of incompetence, to put it mildly, was astounding, 
if not unbelievable,” the report said. 

The report noted that the military’s powerful Inter-Service 
Intelligence directorate “completely failed to track down OBL” and 
contained detailed testimony from Lt. Gen. Ahmed Shuja Pasha, 
then head of the spy agency. 

The commission highlighted how the I.S.I. operates largely 
outside civilian control. General Pasha, in turn, retorted that the 
C.LA. shared only disjointed intelligence about Bin Laden after 
2001. The report noted that the Americans provided false 
information about Bin Laden’s presence in four cities — Sargodha, 
Lahore, Sialkot and Gilgit — before alighting on Abbottabad. 

“American arrogance knows no limits,” General Pasha was 
cited as saying, as well as that Pakistan was “a failing state, even if 
we are not yet a failed state.” The missing page of testimony from 
the leaked version published by Al Jazeera related to General 
Pasha’s testimony. Al Jazeera noted on its website that, judging 
from the context, the missing material appeared to contain a list of 
seven demands the country’s military leader, Gen. Pervez 
Musharraf, made to the United States after the Sept. 11, 2001, 
terrorist attacks. 

Pakistani government officials did not comment on the veracity 
of the Al Jazeera report. 

Also on Monday, The Associated Press reported that the top 
United States Special Operations commander had ordered military 
files about the Bin Laden raid to be purged from Defense 
Department computers and sent to the C.J.A., where they could 
be more easily shielded from public scrutiny. 

Eric Schmitt contributed reporting from Washington. 


21 July, 2013 
o 
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-How 9/ 11 and Presidency brought 
about a sea-change in Obama’s 
attitude to Jihadi Terror 


ES SERENE NT 


n my last blog (21st July), I had shared with readers The New York 
Times summary of the Pakistan Government's Inquiry Report on the 
Abbotabad Raid and killing of Osama Bin Laden. ¢ 
By now numerous books must have been published about this 
Operation Abbotabad. 


The first one that I saw was No Easy Day by one of the Seals who 
participated in the raid. He wrote the book under a pseudonym, Mark 
Owen. 


Last Sunday I saw the Pakistan Government's official 336-pages 
document as produced by the four member commission headed by 
Justice Javed Iqbal, but as Published on its website by Al Jazeera English 
Television which had managed to procure a leaked copy of the 


document declared ‘classified’ by government. Now we understand 
that upset by its failure to kee 


Government is planning to rel 
Today’s blog is based on 


Jihadi terrorism h dicall 
in the first decade of this century. ysm has changed radically 


The first chapter, dated September 11, 2001. i ioned “A 
Definition of Evil”. The last but one ch , 1S captione 


apter, dated May 1-2 2011, bears 
the caption “The Finish”. a y 1-2, ; 
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When nine-eleven occurred, Barack Obama was Illinois State 
Senator. 

When the ugliest chapter in the history of terrorism ended ten years 
later with the killing of bin Laden, Barack Obama was in his second 
term as President of the United States. 

It would be educative for readers to quote from Bowden's book 
the author’s analysis of Obama’s state of mind and thinking on both 
these occasions. 

The opening paragraph of the first chapter reads: 

Just before eight o'clock on a brilliant sunny Chicago morning, 

Barack Obama was driving up Lake Shore Drive when the music 

on his radio was interrupted by a news bulletin. A plane had 

crashed into one of the World Trade Centre towers in New York 

City. He thought little of it. He assumed it meant some poor Cessna 

pilot had screwed up badly. 

A little later the chapter says: 

Obama represented District 13 at the northern edge of the South 

Side. He had two other jobs, one practicing law for a prominent 

Chicago firm and another as a senior lecturer in constitutional law 

at Chicago University’s Law School. 

He looked and sounded like a law professor. What he did have 
was “cool,” a word people applied to him in both a good and a bad 
way. He was cool in that he had style and presence, he was tall and 
lean, poised and charming. But he was cool in the other way, too. 
He often seemed distant, aloof, even superior. He had turned forty 
a month before, too old to be considered a prodigy. His black Jeep 
Cherokee was the car of a family man. He and his wife, Michelle, 
had two daughters: infant Sasha and Malia, who was three. 

Meanwhile, messages were stacking up on his BlackBerry. 
“The news from lower Manhattan flowed in from a thousand points 
at once. The second tower had been hit. Both planes were 
commercial airlines. The towers were on fire. This was no accident. 
This was coordinated attack.” 

The two men who would lead the United States in the next 
decade of warfare had markedly different immediate responses 
to the attacks. 

Bush felt outrage and an urgent desire for revenge. Someone 
had dared attack America, they were going to pay, he felt. 

In his remarks on the night of the attacks he expanded the 
range of this anticipated retribution: “We will make no distinction 
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between those who committed these acts and those who harbor 
them.” The President’s eagerness to hit back would continue to 
pick up speed. 

If Bush’s response on 9/11 was to start looking for somebody 
to bomb, Barack Obama sounded ready to launch some kind of 
global antipoverty campaign. 

Few people were all that interested in the thoughts of the 
Illinois state senator, but in the days after the attacks his local 
newspaper, the Hyde Park Herald, solicited his reaction along with 
that of other local representatives. 

In his response for the Hyde Park Herald, he called for an 
examination of the root causes of terrorism. “It grows from a 
climate of poverty and ignorance, helplessness and despair,” he 
said. He called for America “to devote far more attention to the 
monumental task of raising the hopes and prospects of embittered 
children across the globe — children not just in the Middle East, 
but also in Africa, Asia, Latin America, Eastern Europe, and 
within our own shores.” It read like left-wing boilerplate and, 
right or wrong, was clearly out of step with the nation’s anger. 

Four years after the attacks, after his election to the U.S. Senate 
sparked a wave of electoral enthusiasm that would eventually carry 
him to the White House, Obama wrote a new prologue to his 
memoir. 

About 9/11, he wrote “It’s beyond my skill as a writer to 


that would follow. The planes like 
and glass, the slow-motion cascade 


ae er innocents with abstract, serene 


those not like us.” 
The first chapter of the book as indic i 
1 S ter « indicated earl 
captioned “A Definition of Evil”. Let me aoe nei eee 
paragraph of the chapter which I fee] İs significant insofar as nine- 
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eleven’s impact on the man then aspiring to be President was 
concerned. 

The paragraph reads : 

When Sasha emptied her bottle that night in 2001 he lifted her to 
his shoulder and patted her back gently. The terrible images of 
the day replayed before him on the screen. He wondered what 
the future would hold for her and her older sister Malia. He felt 
the attacks personally, as a civilized man, as an American, and as 
a father. He was working his way towards a personal definition 
of evil. 

By the time that day ended I am sure a realization must have 
taken roots in his mind, as the author of this book writes that in 
this case, the suicidal killers would turn out to be neither embittered 
sons of poverty, nor especially hopeless or ignorant. Most were 
well-to-do young Saudis whose families had shipped them overseas 
for expensive college education. They were religious fanatics, led 
by a man who had inherited a fortune. Their grievances were not 
economic—they were political and religious. 

The chapter titled “The Finish” is the ONC pues 
dealing with the Operation Abbotabad. The Seals i 
Team led by Admiral McRaven was kept in full ; 
readiness at Jalalabad, Afghanistan. On Saturday N 
April 30 afternoon, one day before the operation 
was due to commence, President Obama rang Up 
McRaven and spoke personally to him. “Godspeed 
to you and your forces”, Obama said. “Please pass AY 
on to them my personal thanks for their service”. § 
The President also told the Admiral, “I will ADM William 
personally be following this mission very closely”. H. McRaven 

Shortly before 11.00 p.m. local time at Jalalabad, 
the final order came to the Admiral. “Go in there and get bin Laden; 
and if he isn’t in there, get the hell out”. Exactly at 11.00 p.m. two Stealth 
Black Hawks lifted off from the air field at Jalalabad, and within ten 
minutes crossed into Pakistan. 

Bowden has mentioned earlier: 

“Part of the reasoning for choosing the SEAL team, according to 

several top Pentagon officials, was that in recent years it had 

successfully conducted about a dozen secret missions inside 

Pakistan. They were used to conducting these raids with high-level 

commanders looking over their shoulders, linked by live audio 
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and video — the men called it “General TV”. 

In this chapter, the author writes: 

“With the full array of national security assets at his disposal, 
McRaven was able to monitor exactly what the Pakistanis were 
doing...and as the minutes went by, it became clear that they were 
doing nothing. The task force had entered Pakistani airspace before, 
on covert missions into the tribal areas, so they had been confident 
they could slip in unnoticed, but it was nevertheless a relief when 
it had been done. The admiral had precalculated a point where, 
even if the Pakistanis woke up, the mission would proceed. Soon 
enough they had passed even that point. Now, as the blacked-out 
choppers moved toward Abbottabad, there was nothing to do for 
about an hour but wait.” 

The choppers landed back in Jalalabad at three a.m. local time. 
None of the men who went on the raid had been hurt. They had 
lost a helicopter but they had avoided Pakistan’s defenses 
completely. And they had killed Osama bin Laden. 

XK k 
In the days after the raid, an album of photographs was delivered 
to the White House, a series of shots of the dead bin Laden. There 
would be much discussion that week about whether these photos 
should be made public, as proof of death, but the President had 
firmly decided that they would not. The decision was made easier 
because no one disputed the fact of bin Laden’s death. 

Admiral McRaven’s men were, in the early hours of Monday 
morning, at work preparing for the disposal of the Sheik’s body. 

After much discussion and advice, it had been decided that 
x aa paon would be burial at sea. That way there would be no 

e martyr’s misguided followers. So the body was 
washed, photographed from every conceivable angle, and then 


flown on a V-22 Osprey to the aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson 
cruising in the North Arabian Sea. 


As a formality, the State Department cont ; ia 
government and offered to deli ntacted Saudi Arabia’s 


was burial i offici 
See ae ural at sea, the Saudi official 
Procedures for a simple Muslim burial 
the carrier. The bod: i aoe tee Bae 
nec y was wrapped in a white shroud with weights 
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The last sequence of color photos in the death album were 
not grotesque. They were strangely moving. Anavy photographer 
recorded the burial in full sunlight Monday morning, May 2. One 
frame shows the body wrapped in the weighted white shroud. 
The next shows it diagonal on a flat board, feet overboard. In the 
next frame, the body is hitting the water with a small splash. In the 
next, it is visible just below the surface, a ghostly torpedo 
descending. In the next shot, there are only circular ripples on the 
blue surface. In the final frame, the waters are calm. 

The mortal remains of Osama bin Laden were gone for good. 


23 July, 2013 
Oo 
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Pakistan Ambushes Indian Jawans; 
Parliament Ambushes UPA Government 


ee first elected to Parliament in April 1970, as a member of the 
Rajya Sabha. Since then, except for two years, 1996-97, when I did 
not contest the Lok Sabha polls of 1996 in pursuance of my declaration 
not to go back to Parliament until I was judicially absolved of the false 
hawala charge leveled against me, I have been an M.P. now for more 
than forty years (three terms in the Rajya Sabha and six terms in the 
Lok Sabha). 

In these forty-one years of my Parliamentary life, I have never 
before seen any government messing up a Parliament Session so 
horribly as the U.P.A. Government has done this time with the current 
Monsoon session. 

A three week session was announced. The first week has ended. 
On not a single day could either question hour, or any other business, 
be transacted. It has been a daily pandemonium for the entire week. 
And the pandemonium was created principally by Congressmen 
belonging to Andhra — protesting against Telangana and demanding 
that A.P. remains united. 

The main factor that has contributed to this first week’s total wash 


out is the announcement made about Telangana. BJP members kept 
pleading with the government to restrain their own party members 
but there was no evidence of even an attempt being made in that 
direction! One wonders how the ruling pa & 


i Aa lans to c i 
in the remaining two weeks of the sessio ay B onduct business 
Without going into the decades lon 


histo: f 
movement, let me recall that on Dee 9, e E x Telangana 
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U.P.A. Government commenced its second term, the then Union Home 
Minister Shri P. Chidambaram announced that the Government of India 
would start the process of forming a separate state of Telangana pending 
the introduction and passage of a resolution to that effect in the State 
Assembly. 

Everyone presumed that within the Congress Party all necessary 
discussion and consultations must have taken place. But the 
announcement resulted in protests across both Andhra and Rayalseema. 
On December 23, 2009 Government of India made another 
announcement that no action on Telangana would be taken until a 
consensus among all parties is reached. 

This meant a reversal of the Home Minister's statement. What has 
happened now is making the people of Telangana feel that the 
announcement before the session has been made only to influence the 
coming elections and that they are again being taken for a ride by the 
ruling party. 

I remember how smooth was the creation of three new states — 
Uttarakhand, Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand — during the NDA regime. 
The three states U.P., M.P. and Bihar out of which these new entities 
were carved out passed resolutions in favour of the new states, and the 
two Houses of Parliament with near unanimity passed the necessary 
enactments. All this could be achieved because the BJP was earnest 
about these new states, and the necessary groundwork had been done. 

The BJP was in favour of Telangana even then but because one of 
the supporting parties of our government at that time, namely the TDF, 
was not in favour, so our government did not even talk about the matter. 

K K K 

Because of the mishandling of the Telangana issue, the Parliament 
Session has till now proved utterly barren. But a serious tragedy 
occurred last week on the L.O.C., which has inflicted irreparable 
damage on the reputation of this government — particularly because of 
the goof-up on the day of the tragedy itself by Defence Minister A.K. 
Antony. 

I would say that if the Pak army ambushed our jawans on the L.O.C. 
and killed five of them, the Indian Parliament, upset with Antony’s 
statement, ambushed the Defence Minister and forced him to take back 
his wishy-washy version of the first day, and replace it with another 
statement, fully reflecting the national mood of anger against Pakistan. 

What was astounding about the Defence Minister’s initial statement 
in Parliament was that he consciously made changes in the official 
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Naik Prem Naik Shambhu Sepoy Vijay Sepoy Naik Mane 
Nath Singh Sharan Ray Kumar Ray Raghunandan  Kundlik Kerba 
Prasad 


version issued by the Army about the incident — changes aimed at 
absolving the Pak Government and the Pak army from having anything 
to do with the attack. 

Sample this one alteration made in the Army’s version : 

The PIB (Defence Wing) Press Release said: “The ambush was 

carried out by approximately 20 heavily armed terrorists alon g with 

soldiers of Pak Army.” Defence Minister Antony said: “The ambush 
was carried out by approximately 20 heavily armed terrorists along 
with persons dressed in Pakistan Army uniforms.” 

Even before the current session of Parliament commenced, the 
media reported a seemingly PMO inspired news report that the P.M. 
would be holding talks with Nawaz Sharif, and that too without the 
rider of 26/11 — meaning that there would be no insistence on the culprits 
behind the terrorist attack on Mumbai being revealed. Parliament 
therefore was happy to find that the revised version of Antony’s 
statement on August § said that “Pakistan should also show determined 
action to dismantle the terrorist networks organization and 
infrastructure and show tangible movement on bringing those 


ae for the Mumbai terrorist attack in November 2008 to justice 
quickly”. 


d Pakistan in the following words : 


“Naturally, this incident will have consequences on our behaviour 


of our Armed Forces and resolve of the Gove 
sanctity of the L.O.C. ever be doubted.” eee oe 


11 August, 2013 
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B August 6 last week, Foreign Minister Salman Khurshid conveyed 
to four BJP leaders in Parliament, Rajnath Singh, Sushma Swaraj, 
Arun Jaitley and me that the Prime Minister wished to discuss with us 
the issue he had briefly mentioned to us before he had gone to 
Bangladesh, namely settlement of the border between our two 
countries. In relation to this issue, NSA Shiv Shankar Menon had later 
made a presentation to a larger contingent of BJP leaders, including 
Jaswant Singh and Yashwant Sinha, besides several others from West 
Bengal and Assam. 

When a few minutes before 5.30 p.m., the time fixed for our meeting 
with the P.M., I reached Race Course Road, almost the same time A.K. 
Antony also arrived. I mentioned to him that BJP leaders had been 
invited to discuss the Bangladesh enclaves issue with the P.M. Had he 
too come for the same meeting, I asked. He candidly said he had been 
‘summoned’, he was not aware of the subject matter. 

This was the day on which five of our jawans had been killed at 
the L.O.C. by Pak soldiers and Pak-trained terrorists. This had been 
stated by the Army’s official press release that morning. That afternoon, 
however, Defence Minister had made a statement in the House in which 
he had changed the Army’s version of the event in a way as to blame 
only terrorists for the killing. The statement made not only Parliament 
angry but had so upset the families of the martyred jawans that one of 
the widows refused to accept the ‘10 lakh compensation’ offered by 
government. A press report said that Pushpa Rai, wife of Vijay Rai said 
in anguish, “Can ‘10 lakh compensation’ bring back my husband? We 
don’t want compensation, but strong military reply to Pakistan.” 
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At our meeting with the Prime Minister, not only Salman 
Khurshid, but A.K. Antony also was present. Both the issues — 
Bangladesh enclaves as well as the L.O.C. ambush by Pakistan — were 
discussed. We responded firmly on both issues. 

About the Bangladesh matter, we told the P.M. that our state units 
were strongly opposed to the proposal, and so we could not agree to it. 

On the issue of Pakistan’s massacre of our jawans, we were equally 
firm. It was at this meeting with the Prime Minister that I used a word 
as harsh as “goof-up’ for the Defence Minister’s statement that day. I 
have always had great warmth and respect for A.K. Antony. So I was 
really surprised by his statement that day. Later I gathered that it was 
the PMO which had made Salman Khurshid persuade the D.M. to 
change the Army version. 

At this Race Course Road meeting it was agreed that the Defence 
Minister would make a revised statement the next day after he had 
heard the full version of what had actually happened from the Army 
Chief. The Chief had gone to Jammu to get a first-hand report about 
the incident. We said we would await the revised statement. 

I would like to compliment the Army Chief for having made the 
Detence Minister not just confirm what the Army press note had said, 
but specifically to add that “Specialist Troops of the Pakistan Army 
were involved in this attack.” We in Parliament felt happy that in his 
revised statement Antony had not confined himself to the L.O.C. 
incident, but had further asserted that there cannot be business as usual 
with Pakistan, unless : 

(1) the terrorist infrastructy 

(2) there is tan 
for the M 
and 

(3) those in Pakistan responsibl 
week, and the beheadin 
are also punished. 

Ordinarily, ; nce Minister also with 
only ithe had shown courage ete Bat ould have doe that 

) y withdraw his statement of 


| re is dismantled; 
gible movement towards bringing those responsible 
umbai terrorist attack in November 2008 to justice; 


e for the killing of five jawans this 
g of one of our jawans some time back 


o is to expre T ; 
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The country hopes that after this kind of firm 
assertion by the Minister and the Army, the Prime 
Minister would abandon his keenness to have 
peace talks with his Pakistani counterpart. These 
very days, the world has been watching how a 
Snowden asylum made Obama call off his 
scheduled meeting with Putin! 


Tailpiece EP Unny Cartoon 

In the course of an editorial page article titled 
“Scared Witless”, Shekhar Gupta, Editor-in-Chief, The Indian Express 
has compared A.K. Antony to Shakespeare’s Mark Antony in his play 
Julius Caesar, and lauded his paper's cartoonist E.P. Unny for being “so 
brutally and brilliantly right” with his caricature of Defence Minister 
A.K. Antony in a toga, described as “Mark-II Antony speech!” 

The article adds: “You’ve had other ministers go back and forth 
with their statements on sundry other issues. But a defence minister 
on an incident on the LOC? He now says he first spoke only from 
‘available’ information and now that he knew better, terrorists dressed 
in army fatigues became not just Pakistani regulars, but also from their 
special forces.” 


13 August, 2013 
Oo 
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‘Dirty Money : Indian Economy’s 
Achilles Heel 


itting beside me at the Independence Day function at the Red Fort 
S last week was Admiral R.H. Tahiliani, India’s 13th Chief of Naval 
Staff, who retired in November 1987. Last year also we were seated 
together at the same function, and my daughter Pratibha promised to 
send him her TV documentary on our National F lag, titled Tiranga. He 


thanked her for the D.V.D., and expressed great appreciation for her 
film. 


He thenasked me casually: “What book are 
you reading these days, Mr. Advani?” “Only 
yesterday, I have received a book on ‘Dirty 
Money’ which I have commenced reading”, I 
told him. The book’s author is Raymond Baker, | 
Baker is an American businessman, who is the 
Director of Global Financi 
been for many 


respected authority on corru 


Picture with the 
ASS eaten rs have 
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highlighted how the Rupee has plunged this week to a lifetime low of 
62.03 against the Dollar. Similarly, the drop in the BSE index last Friday 
was 769.41, the sharpest single day fall since July 2009. 

As mentioned earlier I am presently reading a book on Dirty 
Money. The book is titled Capitalism’s Achilles Heel: Dirty Money and 
How to Renew the Free-Market System. The title itself sums up the theme 
of the book. 

Achilles was the hero of Homer's epic poem called the Iliad. He 
was a brave and relentless warrior. Legend has it that his mother Thetis 
was a Sea-goddess who dipped him into the mythological river Styx 
when he was just born, to make his body invulnerable. The legend 
goes that when Thetis put him into the water she was holding him by 
his heel, which therefore remained vulnerable. Achilles met his death 
when an enemy shot an arrow into his heel. 

According to this book, a free market economy is highly desirable, 
provided it is scrupulously protected from the evil of dirty money, 
which afflictions like corruption and money-laundering generate. 

Kk K 

Half a dozen states are to face their five yearly poll before the year 
2013 is out. 

And early next year Dr. Manmohan Singh will be completing his 
second five year term in office. Last week, New Delhi's leading English 
magazine India Today has published an elaborate opinion poll on the 
Mood of the Nation, in which a full page picture of the Prime Minister 
carries the caption “HONEST BUT INEFFECTIVE : It is time for the 
PM to step down, say voters.” ; 

On the same page, the replies given to the question: “What are 
Manmohan Singh's failings?” read as follows: 

e He doesn’t communicate at critical junctures 27% 

e He presides over the most corrupt government 


despite being honest 21% 
e He lacks authority 20% 
e All of the above 20% 


* ok K 

The Harvard University’s Kennedy School of Government 
sometime back produced an interesting paper on India in which while 
it describes Afghanistan, Pakistan, Nepal and Sri Lanka as ‘failed or 
failing states’, the writer says about India: 

“India’s democracy, by any measure, continues to astound, as 

despite all kinds of pressures free and fair elections are held and 
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control of the government changes hands regularly. Unlike all its 
neighbours no one can argue that India is a failing or failed state.” 
The paper has been written by Lant Pritchett who is a Professor at 
the Kennedy School. He has served also with the World Bank, and was 
for some time based in New Delhi. 
Lant Pritchett writes in this paper: 
“The Government of India and its personnel 
at the top levels in the elite institutions are 
impressive indeed. The Indian Supreme 
Court, the Indian Institutes of Technology, the 
All India Institute of Medical Science, India’s 
nuclear program, tonamea few, are all world 
class institutions. The IAS is full of officers 
who have passed an entrance examination 


and selection process that makes getting into Lant Ratchets 
Harvard look like a walk in the park...” 


“And yet, as I describe more fully below, the capability of the 
Indian state to implement programs and policies is weak — and in 
many domains it is not obvious it is improving. In police, tax 
collection, education, health, power, water supply -in nearly every 
routine service — there is rampant absenteeism, indifference, 
incompetence, and corruption. This is true of even relatively routine 


services, even more so for more sophisticated ones like networked 

irrigation or groundwater management.” 

Lant Pritchett goes on to 
He then describes India as “ 


‘ 31 i 
the word ‘flail’ runs as f “wave your arms or legs in an 


s a “flailing state” thus: 


Tailpiece 


The 46-page Harvard x z ; pa 3 
flailing Stater" paper on India carries the title: “Is Indja a 


1 . 
Millionaire. nto a successfu] movie, Slumdog 
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After opening his piece with this reference to Slumdog Millionaire, 
Pritchett sarcastically comments: 

“As one reads the novel in each instance in which the hero's life 
intersects with agents of the government — he is treated with the 
same mix of venality and casual brutality. This is especially striking 
for two reasons. First, the bad behavior of the government is not a 
theme of the book nor is it ever remarked upon, rather these 
descriptions are there to provide verisimilitude of a real person's 
life — to make the book seem realistic and in-touch with the “true” 
India. Second, the novel was written, not by an estranged radical, 
but by an active duty member of the Indian Foreign Service. 

To understand the Indian state today one has to read fiction 
because non-fiction, the streams of government reports and 
commissions and documents produced by official agencies 
(including those of foreign agencies working with the government) 
are truly fiction.” 

19 August, 2013 


Oo 
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Only God Can Help Our Economy, 
Feel Policymakers 


=i 


Demmenmemacssie we: ie OTS EER, 


TPA aa Singh is no Sonia-baiter. Yet in her regular 

Sunday column in the Indian Express last week (Sept., 1, 2013), she 
has in her piece titled “Let's talk about Sonia” opened her column with 
the observation: 


“Such an ominous sense of bad times and foreboding hangs over political 


elhi today that it is hard to remember that Sonia Gandhi took power in 
a happy, hopeful time 10 years ago.... 


The dream of prosperity is what Sonia has killed in the decade 


that she has been India’s de facto prime minister.” 
On the same page of this ve 


billion from the International M 

India’s gold reserves as collatera 
Two days back, The Economic Times (August 31) reported: “Wi thall 

efforts to arrest the rupee’s slide coming to a naught olicym : 

plan to knock on the doors of temples”. an Sula 
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The Tirupathi temple in Andhra, the Shirdi temple in Maharashtra, 
the Sidhivinayak temple in Mumbai and Padmanabhaswamy temple 
in Kerala, which are among the richest in the country in respect of 
their reserves of gold, are to be approached by the Central Reserve 
Bank asking them to convert their gold into cash. 

Ten senior leaders of the BJP in Parliament, including the Leaders 
of Opposition in the two Houses, and the National President of the 
Party met the Rashtrapati on August 30th and presented to him a 
representation about the current economic crisis in which we said: 

“The Government of India, as usual, is in denial. Not satisfied with 

this it blames everybody else for the current crisis except itself. It 

blames the opposition, the state governments, the Reserve Bank of 

India and the global factors. The limit of irresponsibility was 

however crossed when the Finance Minister blamed his immediate 

predecessor for the crisis and the Prime Minister kept quiet. Sir, 
the crisis which afflicts the economy and the country today is 
primarily a crisis of confidence. We have a government which is 
unable to take any decision, provide any leadership, or a ray of 
hope for the future. It is mired in humongous corruption. Even the 

Supreme Court now suspects that it is trying to destroy evidence 

by making the incriminating files go missing. 

The country can ill-afford at this moment of crisis a 
government which is paralysed, a Prime Minister who never 
speaks, a Finance Minister who wrongly blames his immediate 
predecessor who is unable to defend himself, a supreme leader 
who does not care about where the money will come from and a 
bureaucracy which is frozen and unable to act. The Ministers of 
this government are unbridled and working at cross-purposes. The 
relationship of the Government of India with the State 
Governments, specially the non-UPA ruled states and with the 
opposition parties, is at its nadir. We have come to urge you, 
therefore, to end the prevailing uncertainty by advising this 
government to seek a fresh mandate at the earliest and not later 
than the state elections due in the next three months.” 


2 September, 2013 
oO 
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Dr. Ambedkar’s Historic Revelation a 
About Savarkar 


Į was in February 2003 that Swatantryaveer Savarkar’s portrait was 
first put up in the Central Hall of Parliament. The NDA Government 
was in office at the time; Shri Vajpayee was the Prime Minister, and 
Shri Manohar Joshi was the Lok Sabha Speaker. 

Rashtrapati Dr. Abdul Kalam had come to unveil the portrait. 

For the first time in Parliament's history, the Congress Party 
boycotted the Rashtrapati’s function. Since then, on every birth 
anniversary of Veer Savarkar which falls on May 28, when Members of 
Parliament come to the Central Hall to pay floral homage to this great 
freedom fighter, Congress Party MPs boycott the function, The Congress 


Party has never offered a public explanation for its behaviour. But the 
unstated reason is that he 


th, and others to differing 


terms of imprisonment, but found Veer Savarkar “Not guilty” and 


acquitted him. 


n pardoned. 
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Malgonkar’s account along with photographs taken of the homes of 
the persons mentioned in the write-up. 

In 1977, that is nearly thirty years after Gandhiji’s assassination 
that shook the world, Macmillan, London, published Malgonkar’s 
extremely well-researched book titled The Men Who Killed Gandhi. Thad 
read it shortly thereafter. 

Presently before me is the 13th Edition of the book, published by 
Roli Books, Delhi, bearing the same original title but with an additional 
description: “Illustrated with unpublished Documents and 
Photographs”. In this edition, the author Malgonkar says in his 
introduction: 

“Tn the mid-1960s what with the revelations made by some of those 

involved in the crime, there were persistent allegations that several 

people in responsible positions in Mumbai had advance knowledge 
of the murder plot but had failed to report the information to the 
police. To determine the truth behind these allegations, the 

Government had appointed a one-man Commission headed by 

Justice K.L. Kapur. It was the report of the findings of this 

Commission that my friend had sent me. 

Now I had a wide-ranging and penetrating report of the 
commission and all I had to do was to check out the authenticity of 
my own findings against those of Justice Kapur. 

Sure I could still have written my book. But without the help 
of the Kapur Commission's report I doubt if The Men Who Killed 
Gandhi would have turned out to be so robust, or lived so long. 

The book first came out when the country was in the grip of 
the ‘Emergency’, and books were 
subjected to a censorship of the utmost 
ruthlessness. This made it incumbent 
upon me to omit certain vital facts such 
as, for instance, Dr Bhimrao 
Ambedkar’s secret assurance to Mr. L.B. 
Bhopatkar, that his client, Mr V.D. | 
Savarkar had been implicated as a 
murder-suspect on the flimsiest 
grounds. Then again, certain other 
pertinent details such as the ‘doctoring’ 
of a confession by a magistrate whose 


duty it was only to record what was said ie - 


only came out in later years. L.B. Bhopatkar with savarkar 


cc. 5 z 
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With these and other bits and pieces fitted into their right 
place I feel confident that this book is now the complete Single 
account of the plot to murder Mahatma Gandhi.” 

Anyone who reads this introduction would appreciate how 
important it is for the whole nation to know what Dr. Ambedkar 
revealed to Savarkar’s counsel Bhopatkar. I therefore am reproducing 
excerpts from this edition of the book in that regard. 

“Why were the police so anxious to implicate Savarkar? Was it merely 
that, having failed in their proper function to arrest Nathuram before he 
killed Gandhi, they were making a bid to save face by raising the bogey of 
some sensational plot which involved a big leader who, providentially 
happened to be in bad odour with the government of the day? Or was that 
government itself, or some powerful group in it, using the police agency 
to destroy a rival political organization or at least to destroy a fiercely 
uncompromising opposition stalwart? 

Or, again, was the whole thing a manifestation of some form of phobia 
peculiar to India, religious, racial, linguistic, or provincial, that made 
Savarkar a natural target for the venom of some section of society? 

Whatever it was, Savarkar himself was so conscious of these currents, 
so convinced that the authorities were determined to take him to court as 
an accomplice of Nathuram, that when, five days after Gandhi's murder, 
a police party entered his house he went forward to meet it and asked: ‘So 
you have come to arrest me for Gandhi's murder?’ 

Savarkar being made an acci 
well have been an act of political v 
record is a slippery character and 
insistent to me that he had been forced to tell lies 
future stipend by the police departmer 


K k k 
rial, Bhopatkar had been put up in the Hindu 
Mahasabha office. Bhopatkar had found it a lee that while 
Specific charges had been made against all the other accused, there was no 
Specific charge against his client. He was pondering about his defence 
Strategy when one morning he was told that he was wanted on the 


telephone, so he went up to the room in which the 
picked up the receiver and identifi j 


While in Delhi for the t 
l 


milestone on the Mathura road,” 
more, put down the receiver. 
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That evening, when Bhopatkar had himself driven to the place 
indicated he found Ambedkar already waiting. He motioned to Bhopatkar 
to get into his car which he, Ambedkar himself, was driving. A few minutes 
later, he stopped the car and told Bhopatkar : ‘There is no real charge 
against your client; quite worthless evidence has been concocted. Several 
members of the cabinet were strongly against it, but to no avail. Even 
Sardar Patel could not go against these orders. But, take it from me, there 
just is no case. You will win.’ Who...Jawaharlal Nehru?... But why?” 

Kk K 

Despite the Congress Party’s decision, I am happy that Smt. Meira 
Kumar, Speaker of the Lok Sabha, has during her tenure turned up 
some times to pay homage to the great revolutionary. One of my earlier 
blogs had urged the Congress Parliamentary Party to reconsider its 
attitude. Shri Shinde is today not only the Home Minister but also the 
Leader of the Lok Sabha. I wish the Hon'ble Speaker and Shri Shinde 
took a fresh initiative to correct a patent but serious lapse. 


Tailpiece 

Before reading this book I did not know that when Savarkar was 
arrested by the police shortly after Gandhiji's assassination on January 
30, 1948, it was an arrest made under the Preventive Detention Act, 
“one of the most malignant pieces of legislation with which the British 
had armed themselves when they ruled India.” 

The Bombay police first raided Savarkar’s residence near Shivaji 
Park, seized all his private papers, consisting of 143 files and as many 
as 10,000 letters. 

Malgonkar comments : “There was no evidence at all. What was 
known (from those papers) was the affiliation of the conspirators to 
the Hindu Mahasabha and their personal veneration for Savarkar.” 


The author concludes: J 
“He was sixty-four years old, and had been ailing for a year or 


more. He was detained on 6 February 1948, and remained in 
prison for the whole of the year which the investigation and 
the trial took. He was adjudged ‘not guilty’ on 10 February 1949. 
The man who had undergone twenty-six years of imprisonment 
or detention under the British for his part in India’s struggle for 
freedom was thus slung back into jail for another year the 
moment that freedom came.” 

12 September, 2013 


Oo 
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It’s Pranab Da, not Rahul, 
Who saved the Situation 7 


Wi the Cabinet deciding on Wednesday to withdraw the 
Ordinance as well as the Bill pending before Parliament in respect 
of convicted MPs and MLAs yet another ugly chapter in the unflattering 
history of the UPA Government has ended. 

That most of the media reports on this development have described 
it as a victory for Rahul Gandhi is a comment on how superficial the 
media generally has become these days. ; 

In fact, when just before departing from the U.S. after his meetings 
with President Obama and Pak P.M. Nawaz Sharif, Prime Minister Dr. 
Manmohan Singh observed that he would discuss with his Cabinet 
after his return what the party’s Vice President has said about the 
Ordinance, I commented to a friend that all that Rahul Gandhi had 


said about the Ordinance in his three-and-a-half minute speech was 
that the Ordinance was ‘complete nonsense’ 


and deserved to be ‘torn’ 
and ‘thrown away.’ 
What was there in this outburst which the PM could possibly 
discuss with his Cabinet? 


i s in the two Houses, Smt. Sushma 
Swaraj and Shri Arun Jaitley, I went to Rashtrapati Bhavan, and 
presented to the President a four-page representation, our memo 
elaborated why we of the BJP regarded the Ordinance not only 
unconstitutional and illegal, but also immoral, besides being 
procedurally wrong in as much as the Bill which the Ordinance sought 
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to replace had been already referred to a Standing Committee of the 
Rajya Sabha. 

I recall that it was on Tuesday 24 September that the Cabinet 
approved the Ordinance to protect convicted MPs, MLAs, in effect 
negating the Supreme Court's order. The first reaction from the 
Opposition was Sushma’s tweet that BJP would oppose the Ordinance. 
She consulted me shortly thereafter and we decided to approach the 
Rashtrapati and urge him not to sign the Ordinance. When she sought 
an appointment from Rashtrapati Bhavan, she gathered that the 
President had gone to Puducherry and would return only on September 
26 at 4.00 pm. 

We met him at 5.30 pm that day and were with him for 45 minutes 
or so. At the end of our meeting we got the clear impression that he 
was convinced that the situation merited his intervention. 

When shortly thereafter, TV channels began relaying that he had 
summoned Shinde and Sibal, and still later, Kamalnath, it became 
evident that things had started moving. 

It seems these Ministers were told that the President had 
reservations about signing the Ordinance. This must have alarmed the 
Ministers. The President returning the Ordinance to the Government 
unsigned would have been a major setback for the Government. 

It is then perhaps that Soniaji may have thought of doing some 
damage control using Rahul for the purpose. It is obvious however, 
that no one advised him how precisely he was to carry out this task. 
The objective would have been fully served if Rahul had simply said 
that the decision taken by the Government needs to be reviewed. What 
he said, instead, has made The Indian Express (October 3, 2013) write a 
caustic editorial captioned ‘Losing Face’. The sub heading runs: “He 
may have won, but Rahul Gandhi has rubbed off more of the U.P.A.’s 
authority.” 

Rahul's victory is really confined to rubbing off U.P.A’s authority, 
and not merely the Prime Minister’s. From day one, U.P.A. has always 
meant Dr. Manmohan Singh and Smt. Sonia Gandhi. 

So, the ‘nonsense’ slur hurled at the Cabinet approved Ordinance 
cannot apply only to the P.M. and his Ministers. Soniaji must also share 
responsibility. setae 

Speaking to Barkha Dutt (NDTV) on board P.M.’s Special Aircraft 
onhis way back home, Dr. Manmohan Singh stressed that the Ordinance 
had been cleared at a meeting of senior Congress leaders including the 
Party President Sonia Gandhi, held on September 21. The victory that 
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has come to the country by withdrawal of this illegal and immoral 
ordinance has thus been thanks only to the Rashtrapati, who has proved 
that U.P.A. would err seriously if it assumed that, like most other 
Congressmen who had earlier occupied the high office of President, 
he too would remain a rubber stamp President! 


Tailpiece 
The concluding paragraph of THE INDIAN EXPRESS editorial 
mentioned in the above blog reads as follows: 
Manmohan Singh has ruled out the possibility of leaving office, 
but there is no missing the sense of resignation about the rest of 
his term. Rahul Gandhi has not followed up his ambush with a 
fuller explanation of his position on these bills. His views on 
matters of governance are unknown, but his capacity to disrupt 
the government's decisions has been proven. Now, his silence will 
only seem louder and more suspenseful. Whether or not this move 
pays off politically for the Congress in the upcoming election, for 
its remaining term, its Sovernment has effectively lost face. 


4 October, 2013 
m 
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Supreme Court Proposes Negative Vote # 


a e E TTR ROC 


a a SOP SSIS TS EE PAS 


es became independent in 1947. For the nation, achievement of 
independence from British rule was a landmark event. But for 
millions, that this epochal happening was accompanied by the trauma 
of Partition denuded it of all the joy such an event would have ordinarily 
brought. 

Personally, I spent the first twenty years of my life in Karachi, the 
capital of Sindh. After the creation of Pakistan, Karachi became the 
capital of the new state and remained as such until a new capital near 
Rawalpindi, named Islamabad, was constructed. 

In 1942 when I had just passed out of High School, I became a 
swayamsewak of the RSS, and that became the biggest turning point in 
my life. It has influenced my thinking and conduct all through my life. 
In 1947, I was a pracharak (whole timer) of the RSS. After Partition, most 
RSS pracharaks in Sindh were assigned responsibilities in Rajasthan. So 
from 1947 to 1957, I was in Rajasthan — first in Alwar, then in Bharatpur, 
later in Kota and finally in Jaipur. It was during this first decade of 
Independence that just one year after the adoption of the Indian 
Constitution, Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerji decided to launch the 
Bharatiya Jana Sangh, which today functions as the Bharatiya Janata 
Party. 

It was this initiative taken by Dr. S. 
into politics most of those who have made the party as powerful a force 
as it is today — dedicated patriots like Pandit Deendayal Oped 
Nanaji Deshmukh, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Kushabhau Thakre, Jaganna 
Rao Joshi, Sunder Singh Bhandari, Kailashpati Mishra, 


P. Parameshwaran, Vishnukant Shastri, Jagdish Prasad Mathur andede 
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others, who had no interest in power politics, and whose sole concern 
was India’s greatness. 

Most of those I have named above were RSS 
pracharaks at the time and their being assigned 
responsibility in the Jana Sangh was the result of 
an important meeting Dr. Mookerji had with the 
RSS Sar Sangh Chalak, Shri Guruji (Shri M.S. ae 
Golwalkar) just about the time he launched the Jana | 
Sangh. 

I recall Pandit Deendayalji’s advice to me when 
he asked me to come from Rajasthan to Delhi in MS ee 
1957 to assist Shri Vajpayee, when he was first oe 
elected to Parliament and to build up the party’s parliamentary wing. 
You should also try, he told me, to study the various electoral systems 
prevalent in different democracies of the world and concentrate on the 
issue of electoral reforms that can make India a truly successful and 
vibrant democracy. 

If there is any specific political issue on which I have devoted 
focussed attention since then, it is this matter of poll reform. 

Last week following a PIL filed by the People’s , 
Union for Civil Liberties, a Supreme Court Bench 
headed by Chief Justice Sathasivam has expressed 
itself in favour of voters being given a choice to 
exercise a negative vote. The Supreme Court has 
Suggested that electronic machines hereafter should 
have buttons not only for the various contesting 
candidates but also one additional button marked 
NOTA meaning None Of The Above. 

The Supreme Court’s advice has generally been 
welcomed. Even the Election Commission has said Chief Justice 
that it would have no difficulty adding this one Sathastvam 
button to the EVMs they are having manufactured. 


As things stand today, itim 
ee ny legitimate 
justification have not been exercisi base 
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Assembly has twice legislated for compulsory voting but the Bill has 
not received the assent of the Governor, or even of New Delhi. 

Former Chief Election Commissioner Shri S.Y. Quraishi has written 
two very good articles this week, one in The Economic Times (Oct 2, 2013) 
and the second in The Indian Express (Oct 3, 2013) in which he has 
attempted to analyse the implications of the verdict and summed it up 
by saying that if the right to reject is actually implemented it would 
result in some problems which have to be sorted out. On the whole, he 
said, the apex court judgement has touched off a welcome debate. 

The former CEC’s articles also indicate that the Supreme Court's 
proposal is not really a rejection vote. It is essentially an abstention 
vote. 

Today there are in the world as many as 31 countries whose laws 
provide for some kind of compulsory voting system. But the details of 
these laws are such that observers feel that it is only one dozen of these 
that actually enforce compulsory voting by having deterrent provisions 
for citizens who fail to vote without any justified reason. 

The Supreme Court's judgement mentions seven countries and one 
state of U.S.A. where the Ballot Paper given to voters or the EVMs, 
have a NOTA option. The seven countries named by the Supreme Court 
are France, Belgium, Brazil, Greece, Chile, Bangladesh and Ukraine. 
The one state of U.S.A. mentioned is Nevada. What I regard as 
significant is the fact that out of the seven countries which have given 
the electors a NOTA option the first five listed by me, namely, France, 
Belgium, Brazil, Greece and Chile have compulsory voting also. _ 

The remaining 26 countries having some sort of compulsory voting 
arrangement are: Austria, Argentina, Australia, Bolivia, Costa Rica, 
Cyprus, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Fiji, Gabon, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Italy, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Mexico, Nauru, Paraguay, 
Peru, Phillipines, Singapore, Switzerland (Province of Schafthausen), 
Thailand, Turkey and Uruguay. E 

I personally feel that if the Election Commission can convene a 
meeting of all political parties after providing them on the one hand 
the text of the Supreme Court judgement, and on the other, a 
comprehensive report on the laws and rules in these thirty one 
countries, a purposeful debate on the entire issue can take place. 

6 October, 2013 


Oo 
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; No Full Stops in BJ 


m maraner 
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es 


eptember 25 is a very important date for all Bharatiya Janata Party 
See Itis the Birth Anniversary of our Party's principal ideologue 
since its launching as Bharatiya Jana Sangh in 1951, namely, that of 
Pandit Deendayal Upadhayaya. The party was founded by Dr. Syama 
Prasad Mookerji. The Jana Sangh contested the First General Elections 
of 1952 under the leadership of Dr. Mookerji, who had meanwhile 
nominated Deendayalji as the Party’s first General Secretary. And as 
General Secretary, Upadhyayaji put together a formidable team of 
organizers who under the guidance of Dr. Mookerji, laid a firm 
foundation for the party in all states. 

Later in 1952, Dr. Mookerji convened the first All India session of 
the Party at Kanpur. It was whil 
preparations of this Kanpur confe 
how talented and versatile Deenda 


as an ace organizer. One day he remarked: “If only I had two or three 
Deendayals with me, I a 


m sure I would be able to change the map of 
this country!” 


For the title of this blog, I have been inspired by the title of the best 
book I have read on India by a foreign journalist. He is a journalist 
whom Ihave known person: 


ally for many years and whom Ihave always 
admired. I am referring to Mark Tull , BBC's correspondent in India 


The book I am talking about bears the title ‘No Full Stops in India’. 
k is a compilation of episodes Mark Tı = : 
Toor a a Deshmukh Library, BJP. SMU ORAS REspewatpess to, 
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while functioning as a correspondent in India - episodes which have 
made him acutely alive to the fact that the elite of India is very far 
removed from Indianness. 

When I started writing blogs in January 2009 my second blog was 
captioned ‘Understanding Genuine Secularism’. The blog drew a lot 
from Mark Tully’s Foreword to a Coffee Table pictorial book by Amit 
Mehra. The Book’s title was ‘INDIA: A Timeless Celebration’. I do not 
propose to repeat all that. It is already part of my book of blogposts, 
‘AS I SEE IT’. 

What I liked best in the book I have referred to today and which 
inspired the caption of today’s blog. is his own Introduction. In this, 
Tully quotes India’s second President, Sarvepalli Radhakrishan saying 
in a book on the Upanishads: “The characteristic genius of the Indian 
mind is not to shake the beliefs of the common man but to lead them 
by stages to the understanding of the deeper philosophical meaning 
behind their beliefs”. Mark Tully adds: “But the Western World and 
the Indian elite who emulate it ignore the genius of the Indian mind. 
They want to write a full stop in a land where there are no full stops.” 

I have seen my party evolve very systematically since 1951. Apart 
from campaigning continuously without a break in all the General 
Elections held in the country since 1952 I have undertaken six 
countrywide yatras. The first of these yatras was the Somnath to 
Ayodhya yatra which commenced on September 25, 1990. The yatra 
was to conclude at Ayodhya on October 30. But it was interrupted by 
the Bihar Government then headed by Laloo Prasad Yadav, at 
Samastipur. On October 23, I was arrested and transported to 
Massanjore on the border of Bihar and West Bengal. That brought about 
the end of V.P. Singh’s government — thanks only to Laloo Prasad. 

My choice of Somnath as the starting point of this first yatra had a 
historical background, both of mediaeval history as well as modern 
history. 

Swami Vivekananda has at one place referred to mediaeval 
iconoclasm in these words: “Temple after temple was broken down by 
the foreign conqueror, but no sooner had the wave passed than the 
spire of the temple rose up again. Some of these old temples of South 
India, and those like Somnath in Gujarat, will teach you volumes of 
wisdom which will give you a keener insight into the history of the 
race than any amount of books.” 

Let me also cite Dr. B.R. Ambedkar in the same context. In his book 
titled Pakistan or The Partition of India, Dr. Ambedkar refers to the raids 
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on Somnath and quotes Al’Utbi, the historian of Mahmood Ghazni: 
“He demolished idol temples and established Islam. He captured... 
cities and destroyed the idolaters, gratifying Muslims. He then returned 
home and promulgated accounts of the victories obtained for 
Islam....and vowed that every year he would undertake a holy war 
against Hind.” 

Let me now speak about Somnath’s recent history. 

Somnath is located in Junagarh State in Saurashtra. It had a 80 per 
cent Hindu population. But its Nawab was a Muslim. On the eve of 
independence, before Sardar Patel had even started his process of 
Integration of States, the Nawab announced accession of Junagarh to 
Pakistan! The people reacted in anger and publicly disowned the 
Nawab. In a mammoth public meeting a reputed Congress leader, 
Samaldas Gandhi, was declared head of a ‘parallel government’. 

Soon thereafter, the Nawab fled to Pakistan. Samaldas Gandhi then 
sent a telegram to Sardar Patel that Junagarh had acceded to India. In 
his book Pilgrimage to Freedom, Dr. K.M. Munshi recalls that he was 
with Sardar Patel when the telegram arrived. Sardar handed it over to 
Munshi and exclaimed: “Jai Somnath!” 

In November, 1947, Sardar Patel received a rousing welcome at 
Junagarh. In a huge public meeting he declared that the Government 
of independent India would reconstruct the historic temple at the same 
site where it was in ancient times, and reinstall the jyotirlingam. The 
move was blessed by Gandhiji, and formally approved by Nehruji’s 
Cabinet. Gandhiji’s only condition was that the construction cost should 
be borne by the people and not by Government. So a Trust was created 
which raised the necessary funds. In December 1950, Sardar Patel who 
was due to open it after its reconstruction passed away. So the formal 
Inauguration was done by Rashtrapati Rajendra Prasad, even though 
Pandit Nehru asked him not to do so. 
eae eth Temple as a symbol of national faith, the 
< resident said: “By rising from its ashes again, this temple of Somnath 
is proclaiming to the world that no man and no power in the world can 
Sev hor which people have ul ah and vein he 

< 7 mpt is not to rectify history. Our only aim is to 
proclaim anew 


our attachment to the faith, conviction 
t ar k s and to the values 
on which our religion has rested since immemorial ages.” 

If September 25 of 1990 was im 


; portant for us in the BJP because of 
this Somnath to Ayodhya yatra, the same date this year, that is just last 
month, will always remain etched in o ‘ 


ur memories because of the all 
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time record number of party activists who assembled at Bhopal, and 
that too activists of just one state - Madhya Pradesh. 

On the stage were all central leaders of the Party. Assembled at 
the Bhopal Jambooree Maidan in front of them were exactly 6,49,702 
party workers, who had formally registered themselves for this unique 
conclave, with averagely at least 10 drawn from each of the 53,896 
polling stations spread over 51 districts of the State. It is what I 
witnessed this day in Bhopal that made me sincerely feel that for 
BJP, there are no full stops. 

Preparations for this ‘Karyakarta Mahakumbh’ had been going 
on for several months. These days, as part of the preparations for the 
coming elections - Assemblies and Lok Sabha — massive rallies are 
being organised all over the country. But they are public rallies. The 
Bhopal conclave planned by Shivraj Singh Chauhan and Narendra 
Singh Tomar was a karyakarta sammelan. The public was not invited. 
I doubt if any other political party in the country has even the 
capability of achieving anything of this kind. Someone rightly 
remarked: No one could have conceived a better tribute to Pandit 
Deendayal Upadhyaya’s memory than what Madhya Pradesh has 
done this year. 

It isjusta happy coincidence that in the schedule of polls announced 
by the Chief Election Commissioner last week, polling for Madhya 
Pradesh has been fixed for November 25, exactly two months after this 
historic, record breaking event. 


Tailpiece 

Overtly, this first yatra of mine, Somnath to Ayodhya seemed only 
to fortify the VHP objective of having a Rama Temple at Ayodhya. But 
for the BJP, the campaign had two clear political objectives also: 

(a) to project a debate between genuine secularism; and pseudo 

secularism and 

(b) to strengthen the cause of cultural nationalism. 

I have referred in today’s blog to Mark Tully’s comments in an 
earlier blog on genuine secularism. Let me quote what he has written 
in his ‘No Full Stops in India’ about culture and religion. 

Mark Tully writes: 

“The best way to destroy a people's culture and identity is to undermine 

its religion and its language. We, the British, did that as India’s rulers 

and we continue to do that as part of the dominant culture of the world 
now. It is true that the British rulers of India were very cautious about 
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Hinduism, especially after the Mutiny. Unlike some colonial powers, 
we did not attempt to convert India to Christianity. But we did create 
the impression that our religion was superior to Hinduism. As a child 
in Calcutta, I remember being told that Muslims were superior to 
Hindus because at least they did not worship idols. 

At independence, India adopted the contemporary Western view that 
common sense dictates that religion be confined entirely to the personal 
domain and kept out of all public life — to put it at its kindest. What in 
fact the majority of people in the West have done is to consign religion to 
the rubbish bin. ‘Modern’ Indians inevitably follow our example, and 
anyone who does not believe in keeping religion out of all- forms of public 
life is regarded as ‘communal’ — that is to say, totally biased in favour of 
his own religious community. The elite’s so-called secularism inevitably 
degenerates into disrespect for religion. But the vast majority of Indians, 
who do not enjoy the benefits of modernity, still believe that religion is 
one of the most — if not the most — important factors in their lives.” 


8 October, 2013 
o 
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Dr. Munshi’s Historic letter to Pandit Nehru: 
V.P. Menon calls it ‘A Masterpiece’ 


"e 


n one of my earlier blogs I had dealt at length with how Sardar Patel, 

his close colleague V.P. Menon and Lord Mountbatten had acted in 
perfect concert to integrate India after the Britishers left. In that, I had 
relied not only on the two remarkable books written by V.P. Menon, 
whom Sardar Patel had named Secretary of the States Department, but 
yet another more recent book authored by a lady named Alex Von 
Tunzelmann titled Indian Summer: The Secret History of the End of an 
Empire. This lady is primarily a researcher educated in Oxford who 
now lives in London. Menon’s two books which I have been 
recommending to all book lovers are Integration of the Indian States and 
The Transfer of Power. 

But the Tailpiece in that blog was taken from a news report in the 
Pioneer of 30 October, 2013, that is, on the eve of Sardar’s birth 
anniversary last year. The news report was about a sharp exchange 
that took place in a Cabinet meeting between Nehru and Patel just a 
few weeks before Gol’s operation in Hyderabad. Pandit Nehru was 
opposed to the army action which Sardar Patel had decided upon after 
receiving reports how the Nizam’s private army, the Razakars, were 
committing atrocities on innocent citizens. 

Pandit Nehru wanted to refer the Hyderabad issue also to the 
UN. as he had done in the case of Kashmir — that too against the 
advice of Patel. 

The news report filed by Pioneers Chennai correspondent was 
based on a book written by a 1947 IAS official MKK Nair and carries 


the title With No Ill Feeling Towards Anybody. 
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The report also said that following the bitter exchange between 
the Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Minister, Sardar Patel had walked 
out of the meeting angrily. That on September 13, 1948, the army action, 
named Operation Polo did take place and culminated successfully on 
September 18, is now history. 

But since the time I wrote that blog I have been desperately 
searching for the book which, I thought, may possibly fill up the gaps 
in the country’s knowledge as to what actually transpired during the 
interlude. The author, I gather, is no longer alive. Nor have I been able 
to locate the book at any bookstore, or even in any library. Through 
this blog I would like to appeal to all my readers that I would feel greatly 
indebted to whosoever can procure the book for me. Pioneer Editor 
Chandan Mitra also has been trying, but has not succeeded as yet. 

My last blog was about Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya’s birth 
anniversary on September 25 and the two major BJP events that are 
connected with this anniversary, events which I cannot forget. The first 
was my Somnath to Ayodhya Yatra in 1990. The second was the record 
gathering of over six lakh BJP activists in Bhopal, who will be managing 
over 53,000 polling booths in the State when Madhya Pradesh goes to 
the polls on November 25 this year. 

I have mentioned in this blog (October 8) that as Sardar Patel who 
was to inaugurate the Somnath Temple after it had been reconstructed, 
passed away on December 15, 1950, the Temple’s formal opening was 
done by Rashtrapati Dr. Rajendra Prasad. I have mentioned that he did 
so even though the Prime Minister had opposed the move. And thereby 
hangs one more interesting episode worth recounting at this point. The 

episode commences with a clash in the Cabinet not very different from 
the Army-action between Pandit Nehru and Sardar Patel. 
EK 

It was Sardar Patel who had been the 
the popular revolt against the Nawab w 
accession to Pakistan. Terrified by the people's anger, the Nawab fled 


to Pakistan. Sardar Patel was given a rousing re i 
5 ception b b 
At a huge meeting, Sardar Patel decla 8 reception by the people 


foremost among the twelve Jyotirlinga 
original site, and the Jyotirlinga reinstalled. 
After returning to Delhi he se 


first to visit Junagarh after 
ho had announced the state’s 
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N.V. Gadgil went to Gandhiji to apprise him of the Cabinet's decision, 
Gandhiji welcomed it but added: Let the people and not the 
Government bear the expenditure. 

Pandit Nehru’s Cabinet had decided to reconstruct Somnath in 
1947. But in January 1948, Gandhiji was assassinated. 

In December 1950, Sardar Patel breathed his last. After the demise 
of these two veterans, a change came about in Pandit Nehru’s attitude. 
After a Cabinet meeting in early 1951, Panditji called Dr. Munshi, who 
was Food and Agriculture Minister in the Cabinet and said to him: “I 
do not like your trying to restore Somnath. It is Hindu revivalism.” 

Kanhaiyalal Munshi did not utter a word in reply. He came back 
home and prepared a long letter whose text has been reproduced in 
his famous book Pilgrimage to Freedom. Dr. Munshi wrote to Pandit 
Nehru: 

“Yesterday you referred to Hindu revivalism. You pointedly 

referred to me in the Cabinet as connected with Somnath. I am 

glad you did so; for I do not want to keep back any part of my 
views or activities....l can assure you that the ‘Collective 

Subconscious’ of India today is happier with the scheme of 

reconstruction of Somnath sponsored by the Government of India 

than with many other things that we have done and are doing.” 

Emphasising the social reform aspect of Somnath’s reconstruction, 
Munshi added: 

“The intention to throw open the temple to Harijans has evoked 

some criticism from the orthodox section of the Hindu community. 

However, the objects of the Trust Deed make it clear that the temple 

is not only to be open to all classes of the Hindu community, but, 
according to the tradition of the old temple of Somnath, also to 
non-Hindu visitors. Many have been the customs which I have 
defied in personal life from boyhood. Ihave laboured in my humble 
way through literary and social work to share or reintegrate some 
aspects of Hinduism, in the conviction that that alone will make 
India an advanced and vigorous nation under modern conditions.” 
Dr. Munshi concluded his letter with words that deserve to be 
preserved in perpetuity: 
“Tt is my faith in our past which has given me the strength to work 
in the present and to look forward to our future. I cannot value 
India’s freedom if it deprives us of the Bhagavad Gita or uproots 
our millions from the faith with which they look upon our temples 
and thereby destroys the texture of our lives. I have been given the 
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privilege of seeing my incessant 
dream of Somnath reconstruction 
come true. That makes me feel — 
makes me almost sure — that this 
shrine once restored to a place of 
importance in our life will give to 
our people a purer conception of |- 

religion and a more vivid 

consciousness of our strength, so 

vital in these days of freedom and 
its trials.” 

On reading this letter, V.P. 
Menon, the legendary civil servant 
who assisted Sardar Patel in the 
gigantic task of the integration of the aah 
princely states, wrote a missive to Munshi. “I have seen your 


masterpiece. I for one would be prepared to live and, if necessary, die 
by the views you have expressed in your letter.” 


ao 


Tailpiece 

When the Somnath Tem 
approached the first President, 
that he inaugurate the temple an 


ple was ready, Dr. K.M. Munshi 
Dr. Rajendra Prasad, with the request 

d ceremonially install the Jyotirlingam. 
He was apprehensive that Rajendrababu might not agree. After all, the 
President was aware of Munshi’s correspondence with the Prime 
Minister. 


To his delight Dr. Rajendra Prasad readily agreed. “I would do the 
same with a mosque or a church if I were invited,” he added. “This is 
the core of Indian secularism. Our state is neither irreligious nor anti- 
religious.” 

Pandit Nehru protested the President 


i 's decision. But Rajendrababu 
disregarded Panditji’s objection, and kep tion. Dut Rajendraba 


this promise. 


11 October, 2013 
m| 
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lent TV Serial 


16 
Pradhan Mantri: An Excel 


_———————— 


M J. Akbar wrote the Foreword to my compilation of blogposts 
e published two years back under the title “As I See it”. 
Summing up his comments on the compilation, Akbar writes: 

“As a politician who reads more often than he speaks, and someone 
who spent long years in ideological journalism, Lal Krishna 
Advani’s mind remains steeped in politics but his heart belongs to 
the written word.....Advani-on-the-net was less of ablog and more 
of a column on the variety of life, in which politics played less ofa 
role than you might expect from a politician. It was part 
reminiscence, part travelogue, part book review, with a frequent 
dip into his hobby, cinema.” 

In one of my blogs written in January 2011, I wrote about a Hindi 
film produced by the famous film maker Ashutosh Gowariker, dealing 
with the Chittagong uprising against British rule. The film was named 
Khelein Hum Jee Jaan Se, and was based on a very well researched 
book written by Manini Chatterji of The Telegraph. P 

Gowariker’s two earlier patriotic films, Lagaan and Swades were 
hits. However, the thrust of this particular blog of mine was that while 
quite a few films have been made relating to India’s struggle for 
independence from British domination, there has not been a single film 
dealing with how our own Indian Government sought to throttle 
Democracy in 1975, and how under Loknayak Jai Prakash Narayan, 
the people waged a big battle against the Emergency, and frustrated 
the designs of the rulers to subvert Democracy. 

Today’s blog of mine is intended mainly to offer warm kudos to 
ABP News for having not only filled the void I had referred to in that 
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2011 blog but through its well produced serial PRADHANMANTRI, 
attempted to educate its viewers about all the important events since 
Independence. 

Till now I have been able to watch some half a dozen episodes 
relating to Operation Blue Star, Mrs. Gandhi’s assassination, Lal 
Bahadur Shastri’s victory in the Indo-Pak war, Tashkent Summit and 
Shastri’s death at Tashkent, Mrs. Gandhi's Emergency, and Morarji 
Desai’s victory in 1977 elections. I gather that the research, the script, 
the editing, the direction etc. have all been essentially in-house 
contributions. I must say that with Shekhar Kapur discharging the role 
of the principal compere, the serial is proving as engrossing as it is 
enlightening. 

Till now, 14 or 15 of this 24-episode serial have been screened. Last 
night (19h October) the Shah Bano episode, and the episode in which 
Court ordered the opening of the Rama Temple gates in Ayodhya were 
shown, 

The commentators in the serial projected the two events as 
Government's planned moves to placate, turn by turn, first Muslim 
vote banks and later Hindu vote banks. 

The producers of the serial have acted wisely in putting the serial 
on the You Tube. I have personally spoken to Avik Babu in Kolkatta 


and the Group Editor of the MCCS network which include ABP News, 
Shazi Zaman in Delhi, and complimented them on this excellent 
production. 


Tailpiece 
Mark Tully and Satish Jacob of BBC h i itled: 
AMRITSAR Mrs. Gandhi’s L eae 


her. She asked Bhindranwale to ‘finish’ fava efusing to support 
Bhindranwale replied, ‘I only finish th, i . 

the Sikh faith like policemen, government ofna ae seems of 

CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGango' UB 


MY TAKE | 283 


The son then asked, ‘Can you give me a weapon so that I can go 
and do the job?’ 

Bhindranwale retorted, ‘No. Go and buy a gun yourself.’ “Will 
I be able to come back here for sanctuary if I do the job?’ 

‘No, we only give sanctuary to those who come back after 
doing a job in the name of the movement. If you go and eliminate 
a policeman who has harassed my people or a government official 
who is against us, then I will not only give you sanctuary, I will 
welcome you with garlands.’ 

Eventually the Sant took pity on the young man and his mother. 
He asked the name of the father’s village and said, ‘All right. I will 
tell the thanedar (officer in charge of the police station) to break 
your father’s legs.’ 

When Satish Jacob inquired of Bhindranwale’s interpreter how 
he could do that, the interpreter replied, ‘No one can refuse Santji’s 
orders.’ 

20 October, 2013 


oO 
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SR POSS PRET STE aa 


When VB. Menon @ornered a British 3 
General 


See 


ST ee re 


iE month, I wrote a blog titled: Dr Munshi’s Historic Letter to Pandit 
Nehru. 

In the Tailpiece to this blog I recall what I had read in a recent 
Pioneer report that Panditji wanted to refer the Hyderabad issue also to 
the UN Security Council and he had strongly disapproved of Sardar 
Patel’s decision to send the army into Hyderabad. 

The Pioneer report was based on a book written by an IAS officer, 
M.K.K. Nair. In my blog relating to Dr Munshi’s letter, I had said that I 
have been desperately searching for the book on which the news report 
was based, but I have not been able to locate it at any bookstore or even 
in any library. Shri Chandan Mitra, Pioneer Editor also had been unable 
to get it for me. Through this blog, I appealed to all my readers that I 
would feel ‘greatly indebted’ to whosoever can procure the book for 


me. I also asked a senior leader of the Kerala BJP, and a former 
Parliamentary colleague of mine, Shri O Rajagopal, to try to locate the 
book. 


l am very happy that these effo 


: : rts have borne fruit, thanks 
particularly to Rajagopalji. It 


appears that the book had been written in 


published by the publishers soon a 
Going through the rel 
Cabinet meeting which oc 
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and Patel on the Hyderabad issue took place shortly before the so- 
called ‘police action’ took place in 1948. This was also a phase when 
Lord Mountbatten had left for London, and Rajaji had become 
Governor-General. 

What follows in M.K.K. Nair’s book is an episode which casts a 
serious reflection on some British army officials hostile to India. Instead 
of paraphrasing this episode, or giving just its summary, let me put on 
record what Nair has exactly said in his book titled The Story of an Era 
Told without Ill Will. 

Nair writes: 

‘On April 30, 1948, Indian Army withdrew fully from Hyderabad. 

After that, Rizvi and the Razakars began to behave licentiously all 

over the state. Mountbatten had left and Rajaji was the Governor- 

General. Nehru, Rajaji and Patel were all aware of the dangerous 

situation prevailing in Hyderabad. Patel believed that the army 

should be sent to put an end to the N izam‘s wantonness. At about 
that time, the Nizam had sent an emissary to Pakistan and 
transferred a large sum of money from his Government account in 

London to Pakistan. Ata cabinet meeting, Patel had described these 

things and demanded that army be sent to end the terror-regime 

in Hyderabad. Nehru who usually spoke calmly, peacefully and 
with international etiquette, spoke losing his composure, ‘You are 

a total communalist. I will never accept your recommendation.’ 

Patel remained unperturbed but left the room with his papers. 
The situation in Hyderabad worsened day by day. Rajaji 
wanted to find a solution to the basic issue and also conciliate 
between Nehru and Patel. He called V.P. Menon and talked to him. 
V.P. let Rajaji know that the army was being kept battle-ready and 
could be asked to attack at any time. Rajaji invited Nehru and Patel 
to come to Rashtrapati Bhavan (then the Governor General’s house) 
next day. V.P. Menon was also asked to be present. As V.P. Menon 
was onhis way to Rashtrapati Bhavan for the meeting, an ICS officer 
named Butch (from the State Home Ministry who had conducted 
discussions for integration of Travancore and Kochi) stopped him 
and handed over a letter. It was from the British High 

Commissioner and protested the rape of a seventy-year old nun of 

a convent two days earlier by Razakars. V.P. Menon handed over 

the letter to Rajaji when he reached for the meeting. 

The meeting at Rashtrapati Bhavan began after Nehru and 

Patel arrived. Rajaji in his typical style described the situation in 
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Hyderabad. He felt that, to safeguard India’s reputation, a decision 
should not be delayed any longer. Nehru was concerned about 
international repercussions. Rajaji then played his trump card — 
the letter from the British High Commissioner. Nehru read it. His 
face turned red and veins bulged on his bald head. Anger choked 
his words. He shot out of his chair, slammed his fist on the table 
and cried out, ‘Let’s not waste a moment. We'll teach them a lesson.’ 

Rajaji immediately told V.P. Menon, ‘V.P., inform the 
Commander-in-Chief to proceed according to the plan.’ 

V.P. conveyed the order to General Bucher. Nehru sat with his 
head in his hands. He drank tea and remained silent. Rajaji smiled 
and said: ‘If it is cancer, it has to be removed, even if it is painful.’ 

V.P. Menon returned to his office after the meeting and quickly 
planned the things to be done. The Commander-in-Chief of 
Pakistan was also an Englishman who nursed feelings of enmity 
with Indian leaders. When Bucher took over from General Lockhart 
as Commander-in-Chief, he had sworn allegiance to India in God’s 
name. Soon after Bucher heard from V.P. Menon, he instructed 
Rajendra Singh who asked General Choudhary to begin military 
action at three next morning. At seven that evening, Bucher 
contacted Karachi and spoke with his counterpart there. The 
conversation was in French. 

Next morning at ten, VP. Menon walked into Busher’s room. 


Assuming that he had come for details of the Hyderabad action, 
Bucher brought hi 


m up to date with its progress. V.P. then said, ‘I 
know all that. I have come for something else. Did you speak with 
Pakistan's Commander-in-Chief yesterday evening.’ Hearing this, 
Busher’s face went pale. 

‘V.P., are you saying that we friends cannot speak with each 
other?’ 

‘Was that a friend] 

‘Do you doubt it?’ 

‘Why did you Speak in French?’ 


“Have you started tapping teleph % 
“Shouldn't we if c aoe 


z ircumstances warrant? i 
triendly chat? ant? Was it really a 
‘Of course!” 


y conversation? 
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Bucher: Attack on Hyderabad begins tonight. Will not last many 
days. If you must do anything, do so right away. 

Pakistan C-in-C: Thanks. Shall inform Liaquat Ali. Jinnah is on his 
deathbed. 

Bucher: After I do my duty, I shall be in your hands. 

Bucher who had pretended to be offended by telephone-tapping 
was sweating now. He looked sorrowfully at V.P. Menon and said, 
“What should I do, V.P.? I have made a mistake. I am sorry.” 

VP. Menon asked him, “Did you not swear allegiance to India in 
the name of God, with your hand on the Bible?” 

Bucher: “V.P, please save me. I am willing to atone for what I have 
done. Don’t humiliate me. Help me for our old friendship.” 

V.P. Menon obtained a letter from Bucher that read, “I resign on 
personal and health grounds. Please accept it immediately” and left. 
General Cariappa was then given charge of the Indian Army. 


5 November, 2013 
m| 
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mee Temeer 


Seca ec one 


How Britain Sought to Thwart Jark’s 
Accession to India 


ESSE saa 


SE 


y last blog, based ona book 
official, late Shri M.K. 
There have been comments 


in Malayalam, written by a 1947 IAS 
K. Nair, has precipitated quite a controversy. 
from the Congress Camp that Nair’s report 
about a clash between Nehru and Patel on the issue of armed action 
against the Nizam is baseless. The fact is that even on sending the army 
into J&K following the attack on J&K by tribesmen and Pakistan in 
1947, Nehru had similar reservations. 

Going through Rediff on the n 
across a very interesting interview Sam 
Manekshaw, the first Field Marshal in the Indian 
Army gave to Prem Shankar Jha. 

Manekshaw, 
independence, was 


et, I have come 


as recorded by Prem 
Shankar Jha runs as follows: 


At about 2.30 in the afte 
into my room and said, “Eh 


BiS t his 
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job did not have anything to do with assessing the military 
situation. He was sent by the Air Force because it was the Air Force 
which was flying us in. 

Since I was in the Directorate of Military Operations, and was 
responsible for current operations all over India, West Frontier, 
the Punjab, and elsewhere, I knew what the situation in Kashmir 
was. I knew that the tribesmen had come in — initially only the 
tribesmen — supported by the Pakistanis. 

Fortunately for us, and for Kashmir, they were busy raiding, 
raping all along. In Baramulla they killed Colonel D.O.T. Dykes. 
Dykes and I were of the same seniority. We did our first year’s 
attachment with the Royal Scots in Lahore, way back in 1934-35. 
Tom went to the Sikh regiment. I went to the Frontier Force 
regiment. We'd lost contact with each other. He'd become a 
Lieutenant Colonel. I'd become a full Colonel. 

Tom and his wife were holidaying in Baramulla when the 
tribesmen killed them. 

The Maharaja's forces were 50 per cent Muslim and 50 per 
cent Dogra. 

The Muslim elements had revolted and joined the Pakistani 
forces. This was the broad military situation. The tribesmen were 
believed to be about 7 to 9 kilometers from Srinagar. I was sent in 
to get the precise military situation. The army knew that if we had 
to send soldiers, we would have to fly them in. Therefore, a few 


days before, we had made arrangements for aircraft and for soldiers 


to be ready. 
But we couldn’t fly them in until the state of Kashmir had 


acceded to India. From the political side, Sardar Patel and V.P. 
Menon had been dealing with Mahajan and the Maharaja, and the 
idea was that V.P. Menon would get the Accession, I would bring 
back the military appreciation and report to the government. The 
troops were already at the airport, ready to be flown in. Air Chief 
Marshall Elmhurst was the Air Chief and he had made 
arrangements for the aircraft from civil and military sources. 
Anyway, we were flown in. We went to Srinagar. We went to 
the palace. Į have never seen such disorganisation in my life. The 
Maharaja was running about from one room to the other. I have 
never seen so much jewellery in my life — pearl necklaces, ruby 
things, lying in one room; packing here, there, everywhere. There 


was a convoy of vehicles. 
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The Maharaja was coming out of one room, and going into 
another saying, “Alright, if India doesn’t help, I will go and join 
my troops and fight (it) out”. 

I couldn’t restrain myself, and said, “That will raise their 
morale sir”. Eventually, I also got the military situation from 
everybody around us, asking what the hell was happening, and 
discovered that the tribesmen were about seven or nine kilometres 
from what was then that horrible little airfield. 

V.P. Menon was in the meantime discussing with Mahajan and 
the Maharaja. Eventually, the Maharaja signed the accession papers 
and we flew back in the Dakota late at night. There were no night ` 
facilities, and the people who were helping us to fly back, to light 
the airfield, were Sheikh Abdullah, Kasimsahib, Sadiqsahib, Bakshi 
Ghulam Mohammed, D.P. Dhar with pine torches, and we flew 
back to Delhi. I can’t remember the exact time. It must have been 3 
o'clock or 4 o'clock in the morning. 

(On arriving at Delhi) the first thin 
to Sir Roy Bucher. He said, “Eh 
There is a Cabinet meetin 


g I did was to go and report 
, you, go and shave and clean up. 
8 at 9 o'clock. I will pick you up and take 
you there.” So I went home, shaved, dressed, etc. and Roy Bucher 
picked me up, and we went to the cabinet meeting. 

The Cabinet meeting was presided by Mountbatten. There was 
Jawaharlal Nehru, there was Sardar Patel, there was Sardar Baldev 
Singh. There were other ministers whom I did not know and did 
not want to know, because I had nothing to do with them. Sardar 
Baldev Singh I knew because he was the minister for Defence, and 
I knew Sardar Patel, because Patel would insist that V.P. Menon 
take me with him to the various states. 

Almost every morning, the Sardar would send for V.P., H.M. 
Patel and myself. While Maniben ( 
secretary) would sit cross-legged with 


V.P., I want Baroda. Take him with you.” I 


the airport. 
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As usual Nehru talked about the United Nations, Russia, 
Africa, God almighty, everybody, until Sardar Patel lost his temper. 
He said, “Jawaharlal, do you want Kashmir, or do you want to 
give it away.” He (Nehru) said, Of course, I want Kashmir. Then 
he (Patel) said “Please give your orders”. And before he could say 
anything Sardar Patel turned to me and said, “You have got your 
orders’. 

I walked out, and we started flying in troops at about 11 o'clock 
or 12 o'clock. I think it was the Sikh regiment under Ranjit Rai that 
was the first lot to be flownin. And then we continued flying troops 
in. That is all I know about what happened. Then all the fighting 
took place. I became a brigadier, and became director of military 
operations and also if you will see the first signal to be signed 
ordering the cease-fire on 1 January (1949) had been signed by 
Colonel Manekshaw on behalf of C-in-C India, General Sir Roy 
Bucher. That must be lying in the Military Operations Directorate. 

K OK 

After my blogpost of November 5 was circulated, a friend told me 
that I had misspelt the name of Gen. Bucher. I corrected it by adding a 
footnote to my blog. 

But shortly thereafter, I looked up at a website on Gen. Sir Roy 
Bucher and discovered in the write-up under his name that in the years 
1946-47 as well as during the Indo-Pak War of 1947-48 it was Gen. Bucher 
who was the Commander-in-Chief of the Indian Army. 

The Indo-Pak War of 1947 was a war in which Jammu and Kashmir 
state had been invaded by tribesmen as well as Pakistani soldiers, all 
led by army officials. Gen. Bucher’s website says: 

The Indo-Pak war of 1947-48 was unique in modern military history 

because itis the only war fought by two modern armies (belonging 

to two different countries), which were both commanded by British 
generals. The Commander-in-chief (C-in-C) of the Indian Army 
was General Sir Roy Bucher, and his Pakistani counterpart was 

General Douglas Gracey. All three services in India and Pakistan 

were commanded by British officers. 

But by 1948, Nehru had come around to the conclusion that 
this was not an immediately feasible proposition. The C-in-C, 
General Bucher, advised him that militarily it was not possible to 
establish control over the entire territory of Jammu and Kashmir, 
with the British also supporting Pakistan. Pakistan suspected the 
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Maharaja wanted to accede to India and tried to pre-empt his 
decision by forcibly seizing the state. 

A cabinet meeting was organised for September 12 to take a 
final decision. Among those who attended were Prime Minister 
Nehru, Home Minister Patel, Defence Minister Baldev Singh, 
Gopalaswamy Iyengar, General Bucher, Lt. Gen. (later Field 
Marshal and C-in-C, IA) K.M. Cariappa and Air Marshal Sir 
Thomas W. Elmhirst (C-in-C, IAF). 

As the decision was being finalised, Gen. Bucher stood up and 
said, “Gentlemen, you have taken a decision in a difficult matter. I 
must give you my warning. We are also committed in Kashmir. We 
cannot say how long it will take so we will end up having two 
Operations on our hands. This is not advisable, so as your C-in-C I 
ask you not to start the Operations.” He further offered his 
resignation if his advice was not heeded. 

There was a silence while a distressed and worried Nehru 
looked around. Patel replied, “You may resign General Bucher, 
but the police action will start tomorrow.” An angry General Bucher 


Se Roy Bucher and Lady Bucher with Shri C. Rajagopalachari and 


Commander-in-Chie ; General > i 
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stormed out, and coincidentally the next few days saw a rise in 
the Kashmir operations. 

India’s own first C-in-C in January 1949 was General Cariappa. 
One of the things that greatly concerned the British at the closing 
stage of this war was that General Cariappa was taking initiatives 
that General Sir Roy Bucher could not control. The British did not 
want an Indo-Pak war. They were conscious that hostilities would 
break out and had issued secret orders to all British officers ‘to 
stand down’ in the event of a war. These officers were told they 
could resign their commission or function in an advisory capacity. 

The British clearly did not want the whole of Jammu & 
Kashmir to go to India. There was a widespread feeling in London 
that if India was in control of areas contiguous to Pakistan, the 
latter would not survive. 

The top-secret cables exchanged between the British missions 
in India and Pakistan, and Whitehall, tell the true story. The C-in- 
C was receiving instructions from the British High Gommission in 
New Delhi. Nehru had decided to strike at the bases of the raiders 
in Pakistan but Mountbatten opposed this. 


7 November, 2013 
oO 
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India’s Bismarck: An Excelle 


India’s Bisma 


eon 


Tganiser’s Deepavali issue published last week is a special one on 
OE Hundred Years of Cinema. The issue has prominently 
carried a longish interview with me. The journal’s Editor, Prafulla 
Ketkar, accompanied by his correspondent, Pramod Kumar, had 
recorded this interview a fortnight back. I notice that both the Telegraph 


as well as the Amrit Bazar Patrika have carried news items about my 
interview. 


Two years back when I published a compi a 
Written in the Preceding two years, I requested MJJ. Akbar, one of India’s 


responded to my request with an excellent write-up. The concluding 
Paragraph of this four-page write-up read: 
“This collection will not clari 


ster that I had met Akbar for the first 
time, and that too in Pakistan. 

_ In my memoirs titled My Country : My Life, I have recalled my first 
trip back to my birthplace, Karachi, where Į Spent the first twenty years 
of my life, thus: 

“I was on my way back from Pari 
UNESCO Confe 
the Parliament 


S, where I had gone to attend a 
Tence. It was a short trip, just two days, because 
Session was about to commence. Oddly, it was 


igiti otri 
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cricket that took me to Karachi. For the first time, Doordarshan 

was covering an Indo-Pak test match and I was invited in my 

capacity as India’s I&B Minister. I was naturally overjoyed. I wanted 
only two things from the visitan opportunity to visit my house, 
and my school. It was really a delightful surprise to find Father 

Modestine, who was the principal of St. Patrick’s High School when 

I used to study there, and who had long since retired, personally 

present at the schoolgate to receive me. Incidentally, it was in 

Karachi in 1978 that I first met M.J. Akbar, an erudite editor and 

author, whose friendship I have cherished since then. He was 

working for Sunday magazine those days and I recall that he 
covered my ‘homecoming’ in his report on the cricket match.” 
K ok k 

MJ. Akbar has obviously been following these days my blogs 
relating to Sardar Patel. It is he who pointed out to me that the name of 
the British General heading the Indian Army in 1947 had been misspelt. 
I added a footnote to the blog and had it corrected. In the context of 
Nehru’s differences with Sardar Patel, he has commended to me an 
excellent book by Balraj Krishna, titled India’s Bismarck, Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel. The book is sponsored by Sardar Patel Trust, Karamsad. Karamsad 
is the birthplace of Sardar Patel. 

In today’s blog, I propose to quote just one excerpt from this book 
which not only confirmed that Sardar Patel walked out of the Cabinet 
Committee meeting when harsh words were used against him, but also 
indicates that shortly thereafter, V.P. Menon also left the meeting. 

The book, India’s Bismarck, records: 

In a democratic set-up, cabinet sanction was essential for Police 

Action. Patel faced a formidable task in overcoming Nehru’s 

reluctance. At one of the meetings of the defence committee, of 

which Nehru was the chairman, there was so much bitterness that 

Sardar Patel walked out. “Seeing his seat vacant,” V.P. Menon told 

a Rotary meeting in Bombay, “I too walked out five minutes later.” 

This seemed to have shaken Nehru out of his complacent mood, 

and mellowed his opposition. Later, at a meeting attended by the 

governor general (Rajagopalachari), the prime minister, the home 
minister (Patel), and secretary to the states ministry (Menon), “it 
was decided to order troops into Hyderabad”. 

Patel had yet to face the Hamlet in Nehru. The British 

Commander-in-Chief of the Indian Army, General Roy Bucher, 

persuaded Nehru that “even at that late stage the campaign should 
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be called off as militarily risky, and hazardous on grounds of 
internal security in the whole country”. About midnight on 12 
September, after he had spoken to Nehru, Bucher attempted “a 
rare feat” in pulling Patel “out of bed at that hour” and advised 
him to at least postpone action for fear of air attacks on Bombay 
and Ahmedabad. Patel reminded Bucher “how London had 
suffered during the Great War, and coolly assured him that 
Ahmedabad and Bombay both could stand up to an attack if it 
came”. 

“Gen. Bucher”, K.M. Munshi writes, “was hesitant throughout. 
He overestimated the capacity of the Hyderabad army, 
underestimated that of his own troops, and knew not the ability of 
the Sardar...to deal with the problems of internal law and order. 
Like most Englishmen, he was unable to realise that no price was 
too high to be paid for eliminating the Razakar menace which 
threatened the very existence of India”. In H.V.R. Iengar’s view, 
“the verdict of history will be that the Sardar was right” and a 
verdict with which Nehru wholeheartedly agreed later. 

Indian troops marched into Hyderabad on 13 September. The 
campaign was named “Operation Polo”. It lasted barely 108 hours! 
of the Indian States, V.P. 


j ome length, concludes: 
On 17 September, Laik Ali (Prime Minister of the Nizam) and his 


cabinet tendered their resignations. The Nizam sent for K.M. 


Secunderabad and Bolarum, 


was universal jubilati 
Hyderabad episode and messa 


the Governm : 
ent of India from all Parts of the country, ae 
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Tailpiece 

I recall the pain of a day, way back-around 1958, when our party 
lost in a Delhi corporation election. To help forget our sorrow, Atalji 
and I went and saw a movie at a theatre close to our party office, in 
Paharganj. That theatre was Imperial and the film we saw was the Raj 
Kapoor-Mala Sinha starrer Phir Subha Hogi, based on Dostoevsky’s Crime 
and Punishment. The lyrics of the film were excellently written by Sahir 
Ludhianvi, and the words of one uplifting song went thus: 

Wo subah kabhi to ayegi... 

Jab dukh ke baadal pighlenge, jab sukh ka saagar chhalkega 

Jab ambar jhoomke naachega, Jab dharti naghme gaayegi 

Wo subah kabhi to ayegi. 

Forty years later, in 1998, when Vajpayeeji became our Prime 
Minister, I recalled our poll defeat and affirmed, “Wo subah aayi hai, aur 
humhi usey laaye hain”. 

By Courtesy Organiser (Deepavali Special issue) 
11 November, 2013 


Oo 
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Post-independence 


Ir the year 1945, following a campaign unleashed by the Muslim 
League for the partition of India, and the creation of Pakistan, the 
then Prime Minister of Great Britain, Winston Churchill, said that he 
favoured India’s partition into Pakistan, Hindustan and Princestan. 

Balraj Krishna whose book about Sardar Patel, I have referred to 
in my last blog, has a special chapter titled A Churchillian Plan which he 
opens with this quotation from the Viceroy’s Journal when Wavell was 
the Viceroy. 

The book says that Churchill “had won the war but he was losing 
the empire.” He adds: Britain had neither manpower nor money to 
rule over a restive India. Churchill saw in a complete withdrawal 
“serious implications for Britain’s communications and bases between 
the Middle East and South-East Asia”. 

His plan, therefore, was to ensure continuation of British hold over 
India through a division of the sub-continent into three independent 
constituents under British hegemony in one form or other. 

This was the essence of Churchill’s imperial strategy. Even after 
Churchill's defeat in the elections that followed the war, and assumption 
of office by a Labour Government headed by Clement Attlee, this 
continued to influence U.K.’s approach to India. 

On February 20, 1947, Prime Minister Attlee made a statement in 
the British Parliament whose two essential features were: 

1. The British Government would grant full self- 
British India latest by June 1948. Fa ; 
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2. The future of Princely States would be decided after the date 

of final transfer is decided. 

This Policy Statement made by Attlee was followed by the 
declaration of a 3 June Plan, also known as Mountbatten Plan. This 
was announced on June 3, 1947 and included the following: 

1. The British Government had accepted the principle of partition. 

2. Successor governments would be given Dominion Status. 

3. There would be for them an implicit right to secede from the 

British Commonwealth. 

It was on the basis of this June 3 Plan that the U.K. Parliament 
passed its Indian Independence Act, 1947. 

The Indian Independence Act with all its details did not say 
anything about the over 560 Princely States, which Churchill had talked 
about as the third constituent, Princestan. India’s Foreign Secretary, 
K.P.S. Menon, wrote in his autobiography Many Worlds Revisited: 

“When the British left India, the unity even of divided India was 
in danger. Some 560 Princely States had been left in the air. It was open 
to them to adhere to India, to accede to Pakistan, or to remain 
independent. ... It almost looked as if India was going to be Balkanised. 
But this danger was averted by the firm handling of the Princes by a 
man of iron, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.” 

Sardar Patel’s initial move to counter the implications of the passing 
of the Indian Independence Act which accepted the principle of Partition 
was to have the Congress Party pass a resolution asking for “a division 
of Punjab into two provinces, so that the predominantly Muslim part 
may be separated from the predominantly non-Muslim part”. 

Gandhiji was taken aback by this move and felt “as if an abyss had 
suddenly opened under his feet.” Balraj Krishna writes: “Patel’s was 
not a call for India’s partition, but a forewarning to Punjabi Muslims 
(who were expecting entire Punjab to be part of Pakistan) of the 
consequences of League’s demand for Pakistan.” Balraj Krishna says: 
Even Nehru bluntly told Gandhi that the resolution was “the only 
answer to Partition as demanded by Jinnah,” Mahatma Gandhi — The 
Last Phase by Pyarelal. 

Balraj Krishna, the author of the book on which I have based my 
last two blogs was a senior journalist who began his career with the 
Civil and Military Gazette, Lahore, in 1944. After Partition he was in 
New Delhi with the Publicity Division of the External Affairs Ministry. 
Later he was with the Hindustan Times. He wrote for many leading 
dailies and journals like the Times of India, Economic Times, The Hindu 
and Illustrated Weekly of India. 
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On the very opening page of the book, he has given three 
quotations about Sardar Patel from two Viceroys, Wavell and 
Mountbatten, and one top industrialist, J.R.D. Tata. These are as 
follows: 


Viceroy Lord Wavell to Under Secretary of State Arthur 
Henderson: 


“Vallabhbhai Patel, India’s Bismarck, the man of iron from 
Gujarat...” 


Viceroy Lord Mountbatter to Sardar Patel: 
“You have for years been the ‘strong man’ of India...I do not believe 


there is one man in the country who would stand up to you when 
you make up your mind.” 


J.R.D. Tata on the Gandhi-Nehru-Patel Troika: 


“While I usually came back from meeting Gandhiji elated and 
inspired but always a bit sceptical, and from talks with Jawaharlal 
fired with emotional zeal but often confused and unconvinced, 
meetings with Vallabhbhai were a joy from which I returned with 
renewed confidence in the future of our country. I have often 
thought that if fate had decreed that he, instead of Jawaharlal, 
would be younger of the two, India would have followed a very 


different path and would be in better economic shape than it is 
today.” 


Even though the author ma 
because of Viceroy Wavell’ 
emphasized that “Patel’s 
princely states, in a coun 


y have thought of the title of this book 


See policy was aggressive imperialism, that reduced the 
once proud princes to mere puppets and sycophants. Patel didn’t d 

that. His integration was a bloodless revolution in the See ment a 
which the princes were his equal partners.” 


No wonder that when in 1956 Soviet leader Khruschey visited 
India, he felt overwhelmed by Sardar Patel’s feat and observ ey e 
Indians are an amazing people! How on earth did you ed: “You 
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liquidate the Princely rule without liquidating the Princes? 

What is really remarkable about the integration of States that 
Sardar Patel achieved is that even those who, for reasons of their own, 
had a vested interest in seeing that total integration did not take place, 
could not but unreservedly compliment Patel on what he 
accomplished. Lord Mountbatten himself was anxious that the army 
should not be sent to Hyderabad. He struggled hard to make the Nizam 
agree to some treaty of ‘association’, in stead of the Instrument of 
Accession which Sardar wanted all States to sign. 

When ultimately, Patel had his way, Mountbatten remarked: 
“Nothing has so added to the prestige of the present government than 
the brilliant policy you have followed with the states”. 

Not only Lord Mountbatten, but even Gen. Bucher who was still 
the Chief of the Indian Army, when Operation Polo was undertaken 
against the Nizam, was opposed to the action. When after the success 
of the operation, Patel formally complimented him, he candidly 
admitted: “I take no credit to myself for the success of the Hyderabad 
operation. In all the circumstances from beginning to end, I was not 
prepared to say ‘Go’ until every possible development had been thought 
out and guarded against. The Sardar is, in my opinion, a very great 
man indeed.... Undoubtedly, he was right when he decided that either 
the Government of Hyderabad must accept the Indian Government's 
conditions, or else the State would have to be entered in order to 
eliminate the Razakars.” 


Tailpiece 

The last chapter in this remarkable book is captioned “The Man 
Who Dared Churchill: But Won His Admiration.” 

This chapter describes Churchill as indomitable, “He towered over 
all around him. His fierce bulldog looks commanded immediate 
obedience.” 

In June 1948, while “bemoaning the disappearance of the title of 
Emperor of India from the Royal titles”, he poured venom on India 
and Indians in these words: “Power will go into the hands of rascals, 
rogues and free booters.... These are men of straw of whom no trace 
will be found after a few years”. 

From his sick-bed in Dehradun, Patel gave Churchill a blistering 
reply. The Sardar described the acclaimed victor of World War II as “an 
unashamed imperialist at a time when imperialism is on its last legs.” 
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Patel added that he (Churchill) was “the proverbial last ditcher for 

whom obstinacy and stupid consistency count more than reason, 

imagination or wisdom.” 
Balraj Krishna's last paragraph of this book reads as under: 
Churchill took Patel’s counter-attack in good spirit - as between 
two great men — by conveying a message to him, through Anthony 
Eden, earlier his foreign secretary, who was visiting India, that he 
had “thoroughly enjoyed the retort” and that he had “nothing but 
admiration for the way the new Dominion had settled down to 
the tasks and responsibilities, particularly those involving relations 
with the Indian States”. Churchill had specially said that the Sardar 


should “not confine himself within the limits of India, but the world 
was entitled to see and hear more of him”. 


13 November, 2013 
Oo 
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“Dr. K.M. Munshi’s First-Hand Account of 
Nehru-Patel 
Differences Over Hyderabad Action 


n the eve of Sardar Patel’s birth anniversary last year, that is, on 
October 30, 2012, the Pioneer of New Delhi published a news report 
which said that following some sharp comments made by Prime 
Minister Nehru in which he disapproved Sardar Patel’s decision to send 
the Army into Hyderabad, Sardar Patel walked out of an important 
Cabinet Committee meeting. 
A major controversy has erupted since then more particularly after 
Lused the Pioneer news story in one of my 
blogs. The news story was no doubt based pmm 
on a Malayalam book written by an IAS : 
officer Shri M.K.K. Nayar who passed away [if i 
in 1987. As I mentioned in one of my later 
blogs, the book has now been translated into ` 
English, but it is still to be published. MA F TO 
But those who are disputing the 
contents of the Malayalam book affirm that FREE D 0 N 
the so-called differences over the KM. MUNSHI 
Hyderabad action are the product of the 
author’s partisan imagination. They keep 
emphasising the fact that M.K.K. Nayar 
could not have been privy to what happened 
at a Cabinet Committee meeting of the 
Government of India. Book written by K.M. Munshi 
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I have before me a 621-page extremely well-documented book 
written by Dr. K.M. Munshi way back in 1967. It is titled Pilgrimage to 
Freedom. Munshi was India’s Agent General in Hyderabad. I am 
reproducing, at some length, excerpts from a chapter of this volume 
about the armed action in Hyderabad. This chapter provides clinching 
evidence from a participant in the crucial episode that the events 
mentioned in the Malayalam book are substantially correct. 

The chapter opens with these tell-tale paragraphs: 
The most ambitious of Indian Princes was the Nizam of Hyderabad 
who declared on June 12, 1947, that “the departure of the 
paramount power in the near future will mean that I shall become 
entitled to resume the status of an independent sovereign.” He 
also demanded the ‘retrocession’ of Berar, that had once formed 
part of his State, and started negotiations with Portugal to acquire 
the port of Goa, to secure an outlet for his State to the sea. 

The Nizam had set his heart on becoming a ‘Third Dominion’ 
of the British Commonwealth. Sir Conrad Corfield, the Adviser 
to the Crown Representative, was reported to be its sponsor. It is 
possible that he himself had presented the idea to the Nizam in 
the first instance. 

On November 29, 1947, after prolonged negotiations, a one- 
year Standstill Agreement was signed between Hyderabad and 
India. Sardar, in his statement to the Constituent Assembly on that 
occasion, expressed the hope that during that period the way would 
be paved for the permanent accession of Hyderabad. 

Sardar asked me (Dr. K.M. Munshi) to go to Hyderabad as the 
Agent-General of the Union of India, since one had to be appointed 
by each party under the terms of the Standstill Agreement. When 


I consulted Gandhiji, he approved of the idea; so I accepted the 
commission, but refused to take any remuneration. 
The chapter goes on to add: 


My (K.M. Munshi’s) position in Hyderabad was most embarrassing 


to me because of the parallel approaches to the Hyderabad problem 
by those who held power in New Delhi. Sardar and V.P. Menon 
were dealing with the situation through me to secure the accession 
of the State on the same terms as the accession of other States 
Lord Mountbatten, the Governor-General, carried on negotiations 
with the Nizam’s Prime Minister, Laik Ali, supported by Sir Walter 
Monckton, and was prepared to concede substantial autonomy to 


Picea if the Nizam only signed a document to come into the 
nion. 
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Jawaharlal Nehru was averse to the line followed by Sardar. 
At one stage, it was suggested to Sardar that I should be replaced 
by someone else at Hyderabad. Sardar would not think of it. More 
than once I was disgusted at being distrusted by my Prime Minister, 
having had to provide independent corroboration every time I 
reported an atrocity on the part of the Ittehad. I would have thrown 
up the job but for Sardar’s confidence in me. 

As the Hyderabad situation was inexorably moving towards 
a climax, due to the intransigence of the Nizam and his advisers, 
Sardar considered it advisable to let the Nizam’s government know 
clearly that the patience of the Government of India was fast getting 
exhausted. Accordingly, a communication to that effect was sent 
from the States Ministry by V.P. Menon. 

When Jawaharlal Nehru came to hear of this, he was extremely 
upset. A day before our army was scheduled to march into 
Hyderabad he called a special meeting of the Defence Committee 
of the Cabinet, excluding the three Chiefs of Staff. The meeting, 
held in the Prime Minister's room, was attended by Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Sardar, Maulana Azad, the then Defence and Finance 
Minister, the State Secretary V.P. Menon and the Defence Secretary 
H.M. Patel. 

The discussion had scarcely begun when Jawaharlal Nehru 
flew into a rage and upbraided Sardar for his action and attitude 
towards Hyderabad. He also directed his wrath against V.P. 
Menon. He concluded his outburst with the remark that in future 
he would himself attend to all matters relating to Hyderabad. 
The vehemence of his attack, as well as its timing, shocked 
everyone present. Throughout the outburst, Sardar sat still 
without uttering a word. He then rose and left the meeting 
accompanied by V.P. Menon. The meeting dispersed without 
transacting any business. 

V.P. Menon registered his protest by letting Jawaharlal Nehru 
know that if that was how he felt about things there was no point 
in his (Menon’s) continuing in the States Ministry. 

By then the Prime Minister felt that he had overshot the mark 
and apologized to Menon. He never carried out his threat to take 
the Hyderabad portfolio out of Sardar’s hands, and the latter 
adhered to his schedule regarding the police action. There was 
no further discussion between the two on the subject of 


Hyderabad. 
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Shri V.P. Menon and H.M. Patel have borne out the truth of 
the foregoing incident. 
Even a little while before zero hour for the police action 
attempts were made by the British army chief to defer action, but 
Sardar stuck to the time-table and our forces marched into 
Hyderabad. 
Swift action followed. No sooner had the military appeared 
on the scene than the straw-stuffed power of the Nizam collapsed. 
V.P. Menon’s book The Integration of States reports a speech by 
Kasim Rizvi that if the Indian Dominion comes to Hyderabad, it will 
find nothing but bones and ashes of one and a half crore of Hindus. 

On September 13, the Army’s Operation Polo commenced. On 
September 17, the Operation ended and Laik Ali and his cabinet 
tendered their resignation. The same day the Nizam told his army to 


surrender to the Indian Armed Forces. There was not a single 
communal incident in the entire country. 


Tailpiece 


After the successful Army Action, Shri K.M. Munshi tendered his 
resignation from the office of Agent General. The States Ministry issued 
a press note generously acknowledging how Munshiji had worked with 
single-minded devotion to achieve the task assigned to him. 

Munshi says in his book—Pilgrimage to Freedom: 

When I was back in Delhi, Sardar insisted that I should call on 

Jawaharlal Nehru as a matter of courtesy. When I went to the Prime 

Minister’s office in Parliament House, he came out in the ante- 

room and frigidly accosted me: “Hello Munshi”. “I have come to 

call on you, now that I am back in Delhi,” I said. He almost turned 
as if to go; then he turned round, shook hands with me and left. 

l told Sardar how sorry I was to have accepted his advice to 
see Jawaharlal Nehru. Sardar laughed and said: “Some of them 
are angry that you helped in liquidating the Ittehad power. Some 
others are angry that you did not allow them to remove the Nizam 


from Hyderabad straightway. Some cannot vent their anger on me, 
and therefore make you the target.” 


19 November, 2013 
Oo 
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~ Outstanding Photographs 
A Unique Book from Sipra Das 


PRESET RE REN 


have, in the past, attended many 

book-release functions. But the one 
that I participated in on Monday this 
week (November 18, 2013) was 
unforgettable. 

The function was held at the 
Rashtrapati Bhavan, in the presence of i 
the President, but the book was not } 
released by him. The formal release of 
the book, titled The Light Within was years old with their father, a Delht 
done by two sweet little girls named Businessman. 

Pragya and Prachi. The two are twin 
sisters; since birth both cannot see. The two 


are now studying in XII Standard. Sipra’s book 11 GHT 
carries an earlier picture of theirs with their cea 
father. f within 


The book, which I have described in the 
title as ‘unique’ is a compilation of 
photographs by a photojournalist, Sipra Das. 

I have been in politics for decades, and 
based in Delhi. So I have known Sipra Das for 
years. No one can describe her better than 
Gulzar, himself a great artist, who has written me 
the Foreword to the book. The very opening photojournalist, Sipra Das 


: aphic idea of 
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both the photographer as well as her photographs, which truly make 
the book unique. Gulzar writes: 

Sipra Das had a heart in place of the lenses on her camera. Those 

who see and feel the faces with their fingers, have an inner lens to 

see with their hearts. 

Sipra has the same. 

Mr. Jawahar Kaul, visually handicapped, is the principal of 
the “All India Confederation of the Blind”. He said: “You can see 
with your eyes, but cannot see with your heart, as we can.” But 
Sipra sees with both. 

After going through the photographs of Sipra Das, the life 
seems so normal with the fisherman Misri Sahani, Safat Ali Hasan, 
Riyazuddin, the motorcycle mechanic, that I felt my own 
capabilities were so less, lacking, and handicapped. 

This book has been published by Niyogi Books. The invitation for 
the function indicates the venue, date and dignitaries who would attend, 
not only in conventional print, but also in Braille. 

It was in 2005 that Sipra had first invited me to inaugurate an 
exhibition of her photographs in New Delhi. The theme was the same. 
She has now considerably developed to publish this full-fledged 204- 
page book. I gather that she organized that earlier exhibition also in 
eight different cities of the country. 

As the publishers of this book have aptly summed up its contents: 

“The Light Within captures the extraordinary lives of the visually 
impaired through images that stimulate genuine empathy and a certain 
degree of awe. 

They enthrall you with their wit, their perspicacity, their ability to 
see beyond the obvious. In The Light Within, Sipra has sought to narrate 
tales of struggle and survival, of despair and hope, of resilience and 
triumphs. 

Each story in this book is filled with drama. The characters in the 
book open our eyes. They teach us to see life in a new light. They help 
us evolve as a human being. They bring us face to face with blinding 
flashes of truth that would have remained outside our ken had their 
amazing lives not touched us through this book. They inspire us.” 

: Beginning her career during the early 1980s, Sipra first worked 
with the Anandabazar Patrika group and then with the Aajkaal newspaper 
in Kolkata. She joined the Press Trust of India (PTI) in 1987. She 
developed the PTI photo service in Kolkata before moving to New Delhi 
to take charge of the news agency’s national photo coverage 

She later worked with the India Today magazine E ORE tw 
decades, covering major political news, the country’s senior politici 5 
and politically and historically important event p gee! 
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Preeti Monga Sangeeta 


The pictures given provide the readers of this blog with a sample of 
the extraordinary lives the sightless chosen by Sipra have lived. 


Sangeeta, 38 


School Teacher 
Daughter of an iron trader in Muzaffarpur, Bihar, Sangeeta runs a 


residential school for the visually impaired, besides being the brain 
behind Shubham, an NGO that helps poor children from the villages 
in the vicinity. Being sightless, she found all her efforts to study in a 
school for normal children thwarted. But her academic record has been 
nothing short of spectacular. She went to a school for the visually 
impaired and got through with flying colours, ranking tenth on the 
merit list. She went on to acquire M.Phil. and Ph.D. degrees. In 1986, 
she was among the 300 university toppers who were invited by the 
then Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi for high tea. She was the only visually 
challenged person on that select list of invitees. The PM asked her what 
she wanted to do next. Her reply was prompt. She said she wanted to 
help the visually challenged lead normal lives the way she does. The 
rest, as they say, is history. Sangeeta has since gone from strength to 


strength in her mission. 
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Misri Sahani, 30 
Fisherman 


Misri Sahani is a sightless fisherman in Buddhanagara village, 
Bihar. He never returns home empty-handed. The eldest of seven 
siblings, he lost his eyesight at the age of two. He was under treatment 
for two months, but the doctor passed away. Misri received no medical 
attention thereafter — his family and neighbours believed he was a victim 
of black magic. His luck took a positive turn when he began 
accompanying his fisherman-father to the Barigandak river. Misri 
swims and is a more than competent fisherman. He earns up to { 5000 
a month when the going is good. The haul, he says, is the best in the 
months of September and October. 

Misri also owns a general provisions store, which he set up with 
the help of a small government loan. His father and mother run the 


shop when the young man is out fishing. He often spends the entire 
night in his boat. 


Reshmi Sonawane, 32 
Beautician 


Reshmi Sonawane isn’t your average beautician. Nor does she fit 
into the image of a visually challenged woman. The mother of a boy, 
she is genetically blind. But that hasn't stopped her from running a 


beauty parlour from her well-appointed Mumbai home. She provides 


a range of services — from basic beauty treatment to hairdressing to 
aromatherapy. Reshmi’s condition was detected when she was a five- 


year-old student of Hillgreen school, Peddar Road. “I do not know the 


cause of my blindness,” she says. “It was during my 12th standard 


exams that the letters of the alphabet began to merge,” she recalls. A 
counselor helped her tide over the disability and she completed her 
education — Reshmi is a History 


: Honours graduate — with the help of 
readers and writers. She then went on to acquire additional training in 
export-import management. Because of her pretty eyes, Reshmi often 
encounters boorish behaviour from bus conductors who refuse to accept 
that she is actually sightless. 4 


“I find it very humiliating,” 
husband is a Tata Motors de = Seabee says; Her 


aler. She married him agai i 
wishes. Her parents severed all ties with her. Toda Serie hoe 


, the guts i 
has no reason to regret her choice, 7 Say Reemi 


Riyazuddin, 55 
Motorcycle Mechanic 


Riyazuddin is a motorcycle mechanic in B 
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His skills in his chosen field are legendary. Engineers and mechanics 
from around the country consult him when they need specialized help 
with repairs. One of ten siblings, Riyazuddin, also known as 
Munnabhai, lost his eyesight at 23. 

In the early 1970s, he had been taken to a doctor with an insect bite 
on the eyelid. The doctor gave him a medicine that was past its expiry 
date. He lost vision in one eye. Six months later, the strain affected his 
other eye as well. His family was too poor to afford further treatment. 
In 1980, he went to a shop in Delhi to buy tyres. Hoping to take 
advantage of his sightlessness, the shopkeeper gave him a used tyre. 
Riyazuddin felt it with his hands and instantly realised that it was 
defective. He returned the tyre and asked for another. The shopkeeper 
gave him three old tyres one by one. Each time, Riyazuddin called his 
bluff. Eventually, the shopkeeper realised the futility of his ploy. 

The fifth tyre that he handed over to Riyazuddin was spanking 
new. As the latter turned to leave, the sheepish shopkeeper apologized. 
“Yye shortchanged many customers over the years, but you’ve opened 
my eyes. I will never cheat a customer ever again,” he said. 

Riyazuddin is a finicky mechanic — he handpicks every part. His 
repairs come with a one year guarantee. The early days were tough, 
but thanks to the consistent quality of his service, his clientele expanded 
quickly. Today his eldest son, Faisal Riyaz of his nine children — has 
learnt the ropes from him. 

Engineers from Enfield Chennai often come to Bhopal to seek his 
assistance. Even other mechanics, when they cannot repair a motorcycle, 
turn to him for help. He hears the sound of a motorcycle on the mobile 
phone and can tell what is wrong with the engine. It is not without 
reason that his customers swear by Riyazuddin. 


Preeti Monga, 49 
Public Relations Executive 

Punjab-born Preeti Monga is exceptional. Sightless since the age 
of six, she is a public relations executive with an eye hospital in Delhi. 
“I follow my heart. Nothing can prevent me from achieving what I 
want to. It might take time, but I don’t give up,” she says. Her life is a 
living testimony to that spirit. She was a student of Loreto Convent, 
Delhi Cantonment, until Standard VIII. Expelled because of her 
condition, she had to sit at home for a while. She then enrolled in an 
open school, but that didn’t help matters either. She felt frustrated and 
unhappy. Her marriage Jed to more problems. Her jobless husband, 
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who fathered two children, was abusive and physically violent. Preeti 
was an aerobics instructor for the blind and earned enough to sustain 
herself and her children. She divorced her husband. Preeti’s second 
husband is a colleague ten years younger. “When I proposed, he took 
two days to decide,” she recalls. They’ ve been married for over a decade 
now. Today a proud owner of a flat in an east Delhi locality, she designed 
the interiors all by herself. Preeti loves to be in control. 


Tailpiece 

Going through the wonderful pictures and amazing stories in 
Sipra’s book, I am reminded of an extremely astounding case that I 
have encountered in my own political career. 

When in 1998-2004, I was Home Minister in Shri A.B. Vajpayee’s 
Cabinet, my counterpart in U.K. Prime Minister Tony Blair’s Cabinet 
was, at the outset, Jack Straw (1998-2001) and later, David Blunkett 
(2001-04). 

Of these two, Blunkett’s case is not just astounding, for many it 
would seem incredible. David Blunkett, born June 6, 1947, has been a 
Labour Party MP for Sheffield Brightside from 1987 to 2010. Blind since 
birth, and coming from a poor family in one of Sheffield’s most deprived 
districts, he rose first to become Education and Employment Secretary, 
then Home Secretary, and later Work and Pensions Secretary in Tony 
Blair’s Government. 


It was in 2002 perhaps that Blunkett vi 


sited India. He came a couple 
of days after the Republic Da 


of day y Parade. He attended Beating Retreat 
function at Vijay Chowk. I had ensured that the entire programme and 
the music of the various bands were provided to him in Braille. 

The longish write-up about David Blunkett in the Wikipedia gives 


the names of his guide dogs — Ruby, Teddy, Offa, Lucy, Sadie and Cosby — 
and states that they have become familiar characters in the House of 
Commons, usually sleeping at his feet on the floor of the chamber, 
inspiring occasional witty comments from Blunkett and his fellow MPs 
from both sides of the House. In one memorable incident, Lucy (a black 
Labrador curly coat retriever cross) vomited during a speech by a 
Conservative member. On occasions when Blunkett was guided b Gan 
PM) Tony Blair, the wry comment was made, “Who is guiding nance 
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LAL KRISHNA ADVANI was born on 


| November 8, 1927 in Karachi, Sindh. He 
` joined the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS) when he was barely fourteen years of 
age. In September 1947, he left Karachi 
amidst the tragic events surrounding India’s 
Partition. However, his political journey 
began in 1951, when Dr. Syama. Prasad 
Mookerjee founded the Jana Sangh. 
Advani was elected President of the 
| Jana Sangh in 1973. He was the Information 
_ & Broadcasting Minister in the Janata Party 
governmentin 1977-1 979. He has served as 
the President of the BJP for the longest 
period since its inception in 1980. Advani 
was India’s Home Minister (1998-2004) and 
Deputy Prime Minister (2002-2004) in the 
Vajpayee government. A Member of 
Parliament since 1970, and recipient of the 
‘Award for Outstanding Parliamentarian’, he 
is widely regarded as a leader who combines 
intellectualism, integrity and mass appeal. 
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L.K. Advani's blogs cut across generations: for his 
contemporaries, they have a recall value. For the young Indian, 
restless to do his bit in shaping the future of his country, Advani's 
blogs provide a rare insight into history. They take him through the 
turmoil and toil of leaders like Sardar Patel and their distinctive 
contribution in shaping today’s India. Advani's blogs have a dual 
purpose: they mirror an era gone by and yet link its relevance to an 
India, raring to take on the world. The blogs, therefore, 
successfully merge two eras: one to which Advani himself 
belongs with another which sees him as a mentor. 

That Advani has been a consequential politicianis agiven. As 
aprotagonistin the political playfield spanning decades, he along 
with Atal Behari Vajpayee, not only formed the Bharatiya Janata 
Party but transformed it dramatically. If the BJP is nationally inthe 
reckoning today, it is because of the Atal-Advani vision of 
bringing it centre-stage from the margins. It is through this 
journey that he redefined secularism. During his historic yatras 
including the Ramjanambhoomi and Somnath to Ayodhya, the 
country was compelled to redefine secularism and distinguish it 
from the pseudo secularism being handed down by adversaries. 

But that is only one part. The other and more significant is 
Advani's contribution in setting and elevating standards in public 
lite and hammering that they be followed. That he has led from the 
frontis well known. 

The strength of Advani's blogs, like his persona, is that they 
are direct, candid and forthright. There is no soft-pedaling issues 
or minimizing the blow as it were. He has stated facts as they are 
and made no attempt to either underplay or exaggerate any 
sequence. His writings are as clear as his mind. 

The blogs offer a wide range: history, politics, books and all . 
else.To those who have a stake in India’s political future, Advani’s 


blogs are an effective guide; for others an interesting read. 
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